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AP Human Geography (HuG):  

Introduction & Summer Assignment 
  

Welcome To AP Human Geography  

 
Please read all of the information in this packet as it is designed to help you understand what AP Human 
Geography is and what we will be studying in the upcoming year.  
 
Plus, it explains your summer work, your FIRST few grades in the gradebook. But don’t worry, this is also 
supposed to be a little bit of fun . . . maybe   // What type of impression will your work make? Are you 
ready? 

 
H E R E   W E  G O ! ! ! 

 
 
What is Human Geography?  

The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the systematic study of patterns and processes that have 

shaped humans’ understanding, use, and alteration of Earth’s surface.  As a geography student, you will look 

spatially at the Earth to analyze humans’ organization of space and the environmental consequences of their 
decisions.  You will be looking for patterns across the cultural landscape, trying to identify trends and then 

anticipate future phenomena that might occur across the landscape.  You will also explore different methods 

and tools geographers use in their science and practice.   

 

Goals of AP Human Geography:  

AP Human Geography was established with five college-level goals in mind.  These goals are aligned directly 

with the National Geography Standards that were developed in 1994.  Upon successful completion of the 

course, you should have developed geographic skills that enable you to: 

1. Use and think about maps and spatial data. 

2. Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places.   

3. Recognize and interpret at different scales and the relationships among patterns and processes.  

4. Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process. 

5. Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places. 

 

Topics in Advanced Placement Human Geography:  

I. Geography: Its Nature and Perspectives  (how Geography has impacted the organization of people 

and events on Earth) 

II. Population: demographics such as infant mortality rates, crude birth & death rates and migration 

III. Cultural Patterns and Process: the values, tastes and belief systems that define a culture 

IV. Political Organization of Space: how the current world map emerged and what conflicts exist because 

of political boundaries 

V. Industrialization and Economic Development: the interaction between natural resources, culture, 

politics and history in societal development 

VI. Agricultural and Rural Land Use: the impact of agricultural change including new biotechnology on 

quality of life and the environment  

VII. Cities and Urban Land Use: where cities are located and why they are there 
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Explanation of AP Human Geography Goals 

1. Use and think about maps and spatial data. Maps and spatial data are essential in discovering patterns 

on the Earth’s surface that reflect and influence physical and human processes.  Learning to use and 

think critically with these tools will allow you to use real world data to problem solve various 

situations on Earth.  Thinking critically about what is obvious and that which is hidden on various 

maps gives you the understanding you need to successfully use maps and spatial data.   

 
2. Understand and interpret the implications of associations among phenomena in places. Geographers 

look at data and map sets in order to understand changes in the spatial organization of the Earth’s 

surface.  They are particularly interested in focusing on how phenomena (an observable fact, 

occurrence or circumstance) are related to one another in particular places.  You should be able to 

not only recognize and interpret patterns, but also to identify the nature and significance of the 

relationships among phenomena that occur in the same place.  In addition, you should understand 

how a culture’s values and tastes, political situations, and economic conditions help to create unique 

cultural landscapes.   

 
3. Recognize and interpret at different scales the relationships among patterns and processes.  Geographic 

study also requires that you view patterns at difference scale.  Geography really is a matter of scale.  

You should understand that a phenomena looked at on a local scale could very well be influenced by 

circumstances occurring at another scale—national, local, or even global.  You should look for the 

connections operation at multiple scales when trying to explain geographic patterns and 

arrangements.   

 
4. Define regions and evaluate the regionalization process. Geography is not only concerned with 

identifying patterns across the cultural landscape, but also with analyzing how they came about and 

what they mean.  In order to successfully make suck an analysis, you need to break the patterns into 

smaller parts or categories, referred to as regions.  By looking critically at regions of the world, you 

will be able to consider how and why the regions emerged and hypothesize the implications for 

future development of Earth’s surface.  

 
5. Characterize and analyze changing interconnections among places.  In order to obtain the true depth 

of the geographic perspective, you must understand that events and processes occurring in one place 

can have a profound influence on other places.  You should look at places and patters as part of a 

whole, not in isolation.  Be aware that relationships on Earth are in constant motion, they are 

continually changing, and your job is to figure out how and why this change occurs.   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. . . and NOW on to your S U M M E R  W O R K ! ! ! 
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PART ONE: Join our HuG Summer Work “course” 

 
It is strongly encouraged that you download the app on your phone and create an account this 
way. This platform can be accessed from both your phone and desktop/laptop/tablet from any web 
browser.  
 
If you register on your phone, please turn on the push notifications since I will be posting 
randomly and you will want to stay in the know on any updates/examples/reminders to do your 
work – important stuff like that! 
 
Steps for J O I N I N G  the course: 

1. Go to www.schoology.com or download the app on your phone and follow the prompts 
2. Click on “SIGN UP”  
3. Select “Student” [parents will get access starting in the fall if they so choose] 
4. Type in the access code: MSXTJ-XN592   
5. Enter the required information to create an account 
6. SAVE A NOTE TO YOUR PHONE WITH YOUR PASSWORD 
7. Click “Register” your account  
8. Start exploring because this is the platform I’ll use all year. 

 

PART TWO: Blog About It 

 
As the next school year approaches, I encourage you to begin paying attention to geography as it exists in the 
world around us. Your task for the summer is to “blog” about things you see or hear that remind you of human 
geography that have occurred between May and August 2018. Which means, articles or news sources you 
read/watched must be recent.  
 
This is your first writing assignment. Please spell check and use proper grammar. What type of IMPRESSION 
do you want to make? Each blog should be about 100-200 words each. I won’t be counting but. . . usually that’s 
a question students ask. Just no novels! Please and thank you. And responses should be about 50 words. 
 
For the cultural/environmental/political posts, please include the URL as an informal “citation.” Personal 
experiences should be primary accounts that do not require a citation. 
 
Blog R E Q U I R E M E N T S: 

1. One (1) blog based on a personal experience (10 points) 
2. One (1) blog based on something cultural/environmental/political (10 points) 
3. Respond to at least two (2) of your peers’ posts – different peers please and thank you (5 pts each) 

 
What counts as a HuG topic? Anything with a geographic, political or cultural connection can apply. Entries 
can include anything from news stories about the recent earthquakes and volcanic eruption in Hawaii to 
going downtown and eating a "Chicago-style" hot dog. Pretty much EVERYTHING can connect to human 
geography if you give it half a thought. Go back and review the topics on the previous pages.  
 
DUE BY: N O O N, Monday, August 6th  (8/6/18) // Keep posting, even if it is L A T E. We will discuss 
penalties on the first day of school. However, choose to protect your grade and complete the assignment on 
time! 

http://www.schoology.com/
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Steps for P O S T I N G on your phone:  
1. Click on the menu button (3 horizontal lines in the top corner) 
2. Select “Courses” >> Choose this course 
3. At the bottom, select “updates” 
4. Click on the plus sign (+) to add a post 
5. Type your post in the box provided 
6. Click “done” then hit the green check to post.  
** Should be similar if you decide to post on another device; problem solve and see what you learn! 

  
Academic I N T E G R I T Y: 
Any inappropriate or plagiarized (copied) posts will be removed as soon as I notice them. I read each post 
and can tell when you’ve copy and pasted from a previous post.  I will send you a message explaining why 
your post was removed and require you to redo it for half credit. Just remember, what type of impression are 
you trying to make? 
  
Helpful A D V I C E from former students: 
 Complete one blog/response per month 
 Spell check and re-read your posts – make a good first impression 
 Type your post/blog in a note or document first, just in case technology fails you and refreshes or errors 

out – you don’t want to start over 
 Read through the posts and find NEW and ENGAGING topics – if you all keep picking the SAME topic, it 

gets really, really dull and hard to respond.  
  

 

 

 

 

Turn the page for the LAST, and probably the “most fun” part of  the summer work     
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PART THREE: Map it Out! 

DIRECTIONS: For each of the maps, C L E A R L Y   L A B E L the following countries, bodies of water and 

physical features. You may extend a line and “point” to the area you are labeling if it doesn’t fit. Make sure 

this line is clear. // Also, C O L O R in each country a different color. Meaning, if you’re using five (5) colors, 

no two borders are the same color; think about how a textbook map is colored. ALL maps must be 

completed by hand for credit. It helps the brain store the information in your memory more effectively.  

PURPOSE: Human geography is NOT about MEMORIZING where places are on the map. It’s about how 

human behavior affects the physical, cultural, and political landscape (map). However, many of the examples 

and case studies we use during class require understanding W H E R E the country is located to fully 

understand how the physical features, borders and patterns affect human behavior economically, socially, 

politically, and culturally. If you do not know the region we are talking about, it makes it extremely difficult 

to connect all these themes together.  

DUE: Friday, August 24th (the day of the quiz)  

QUIZ*: To assess your understanding of the world map, be prepared to take a Map Quiz on 8/24/18. The 

labels with the stars* will possibly show up on the quiz. This takes practice.  Happy Mapping   

 

Map #1 North America (5 points)

 Appalachian Mountains* 

 Arctic Ocean 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Canada 

 Great Plains 

 Greenland 

 Gulf of Mexico* 

 Hudson Bay 

 Iceland 

 Lake Erie 

 Lake Huron 

 Lake Michigan 

 Lake Ontario 

 Lake Superior 

 Mexico 

 Mississippi River 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Rocky Mountains* 

 United States 

 

Map #2 Latin America (5 points) 

 Amazon River* 

 Andes Mountains 

 Argentina* 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Belize 

 Bolivia 

 Brazil* 

 Caribbean Sea 

 Chile 

 Columbia* 

 Costa Rica 

 Cuba* 

 Dominican Republic 

 Ecuador 

 El Salvador 

 Falkland Islands 

 French Guiana 

 Guatemala 

 Guyana 

 Haiti* 

 Honduras 

 Jamaica* 

 Mexico* 

 Nicaragua 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Panama 

 Paraguay 

 Peru 

 Suriname 

 United States 

 Uruguay 

 Venezuela* 
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Map #3 Europe (10 points)

 Adriatic Sea 

 Aegean Sea 

 Albania 

 Alps Mountains* 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Austria 

 Baltic Sea 

 Belarus* 

 Belgium 

 Black Sea 

 Bosnia & Herzegovina 

 Bulgaria 

 Caspian Sea 

 Caucasus Mountains  

 Croatia 

 Czech Republic 

 Denmark 

 England* 

 English Channel 

 Estonia 

 Finland 

 France* 

 Germany* 

 Greece* 

 Hungary 

 Iceland* 

 Ireland 

 Italy 

 Latvia 

 Lithuania 

 Luxemburg  

 Macedonia 

 Mediterranean Sea 

 Moldova 

 Netherlands 

 North Sea 

 Norway 

 Poland* 

 Portugal* 

 Romania 

 Russia* 

 Serbia* 

 Slovakia 

 Spain* 

 Strait of Gibraltar 

 Sweden 

 Switzerland 

 Turkey* 

 Ukraine 

 United Kingdom 

 Ural Mountains 

Map #4 Middle East (5 points)

 Afghanistan* 

 Arabian Sea 

 Black Sea* 

 Caspian Sea 

 China* 

 Egypt* 

 Euphrates River* 

 Gulf of Oman 

 India* 

 Indian Ocean 

 Iran* 

 Iraq* 

 Israel* 

 Jordan 

 Kazakhstan 

 Kuwait 

 Kyrgyzstan 

 Lebanon 

 Mediterranean Sea* 

 Omen 

 Pakistan* 

 Persian Gulf 

 Qatar 

 Red Sea 

 Saudi Arabia 

 Syria* 

 Tajikistan 

 Tigris River* 

 Turkey* 

 UAE* 

 Uzbekistan 

 Yemen 

 Zagros Mountains 
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Map #5 Africa (10 points)

 Algeria* 

 Angola 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Atlas Mountains 

 Benin 

 Botswana 

 Burkina Faso 

 Burundi 

 Cameroon 

 Central African 

Republic 

 Chad 

 Cote D’Ivoire 

 Democratic Republic 

of Congo 

 Djibouti 

 Egypt* 

 Eritrea 

 Ethiopia 

 Gabon 

 Gambia 

 Ghana 

 Guinea 

 Guinea Bissau 

 Indian Ocean 

 Kenya 

 Lesotho* 

 Liberia 

 Libya 

 Madagascar 

 Malawi 

 Mali* 

 Mauritania 

 Morocco* 

 Mozambique 

 Namibia 

 Niger* 

 Nigeria 

 Nile River 

 Republic of Congo 

 Rwanda* 

 Sahara Desert* 

 Sierra Leone* 

 Somalia 

 South Africa* 

 Sudan 

 Swaziland* 

 Tanzania 

 Togo 

 Tunisia 

 Uganda 

 Western Sahara* 

 Zambia 

 Zimbabwe 
 

Map #6 Asia (5 points)

 Afghanistan 

 Bhutan 

 Cambodia 

 Chang (Yangtze) River 

 China* 

 Gobi Desert* 

 Himalayan Mountains 

 Huang (Yellow) River 

 India* 

 Indian Ocean 

 Indus River* 

 Japan 

 Kazakhstan 

 Kyrgyzstan 

 Laos 

 Mongolia 

 Myanmar 

 Nepal 

 North Korea* 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Pakistan 

 Philippines* 

 Russia* 

 Siberia 

 South Korea* 

 Sri Lanka 

 Taiwan* 

 Tajikistan 

 Thailand* 

 Vietnam

Map #7 South East Asia – Oceania (5 points)

 Australia* 

 Coral Sea 

 Indonesia 

 Malaysia* 

 New Guinea 

 New Zealand 

 Pacific Ocean 

 Papua New Guinea* 

 Philippines 

 Singapore* 

 

 

TOTAL: 45 points assignment points // Quiz will be 20 assessment points 

DISCLAIMER: Take your time making these maps. These will be R E F E R E N C E D all year.  
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Want  E X T R A  C R E D I T ? 
. . . then complete a Book Review (due 1st day of school – NO EXCEPTIONS 

because it’s E X T R A !) Worth: 30 assignment points  

 

Over the summer you also have the option to read one of the following books with Human Geography 

connections: 

 Collapse (Jared M. Diamond) 

 The World is Flat (Thomas L. Friedman) 

 Why Geography Matters (Harm deBlij) 

 Fast Food Nation (Eric Schlosser)  

 How to Lie with Maps (Mark Monmonier) 

 Geography of Nowhere (James Howard Kunstler)  

 The End of Poverty (Jeffrey Sachs) 

 The Kite Runner (Khaled Hosseini)  

 The Almond Tree (Michelle Cohen Corasanti) 

 

**New and used books can be found at very reasonable prices at Amazon.com or other local bookstores and 

libraries.   

 

Once you finished reading, complete the following in a 2-3 page essay IN YOUR O W N WORDS: 

 Description and Summary (no more than one- page)  

o What are the main ideas covered in the book? 

o What was the purpose of the book? 

 Analysis (1-1.5 pages) 
o How does this book apply to the Five goals of AP Human Geography? (re-read pages 1-2) 

o What AP Human Geography topics are included in this novel?  

o What is the author’s perspective on the topics included in the novel?  Does the author appear 

biased?  Explain.  

 Importance and Conclusion (1/2 page) 

o What is your overall reaction to what you have read?  What did you learn that you did not 

know before?  How significant are the topics in this book to our understanding of human 

development?   

MLA Formatting:  

 Include a title and heading 

 Typed 

 Double spaced 

 12 point font 

 PRINTED 

 Turned in on the 1st day of school >>> No e-mailed submissions will be accepted so plan accordingly 

 

The next few pages are your maps. You will separate the maps from this packet and O N L Y  turn those pages in. Feel 

free to mark up, cross off, highlight, and annotate these pages in whatever way you like. Good Luck! And if you have 

questions, send me a message on SCHOOLOGY. I will respond within 48 hours of your message.  
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 Name: _____________________________________________________ 

#1 NORTH AMERICA 
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#2 LATIN AMERICA 
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#5 AFRICA 



14 
 

 
 

 

#
6

 A
S

I
A

 



15 
 

 
 

` 

#
7

 S
E

 A
s
i
a

 &
 O

c
e

a
n

i
a

 
 


