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Because you are entering AP Literature and Composition, I am asking that you read the 
book How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster. This text is one of the 
foundations of this course; therefore, it is crucial you read and understand the 
information Foster explains. This book is a popular summer read, and all local 
bookstores will stock the book. Half-Price Books on Rt. 59 often has used copies for a 
discounted price. Please acquire your book early and read throughout the summer.  
 
 The reading and notes will be due on Friday, August 16. 

 You will have a test over this book early in the semester as well. 

 
The Assignment 
As you read How to Read Literature Like a Professor (HTRLLAP), create a list of key points that you may reference throughout 
the year. Each chapter must contain a list of 3-5 bullet-pointed key ideas. Write in complete sentences. Format your 
notes like this: 
“Introduction: How Did He Do That?” 

o Key element 

o Key element 

o Key element 

o Key element 

o Key element 

Example: 
“Introduction: How’d He Do That?” 

o The experienced reader has acquired a “language of reading”, a set of conventions and patterns, codes and rules 
that we learn to employ while reading. 

o Stories and novels have a set of conventions: types of characters, plot rhythms, chapter structures, point-of-view 
limitations. 

o Experienced readers use memory, symbol, and pattern in order to decipher meaning. 
 
*Please skip the following chapters: 

Interlude: Does He Mean That? 
Chapter 16: It’s All About Sex . . . 
Chapter 17: . . . Except Sex 
Chapter 27: A Test Case 
Postlude: Who’s in Charge Here? 
Envoi 

Questions?  Email me over the summer at jmcdowell@psd202.org 
See you in August! 
Mrs. McDowell 

These notes will eventually be pasted in a composition notebook, which will become your Reader’s Notebook. Please 
follow these formatting instructions as they differ from MLA formatting rules: 
✓ Type your notes in an easy to read font—it does not need to be Times New Roman 

✓ Keep your text in 12, 11, or 10 point font—whichever you can easily read 

✓ Single-space your entire document 

✓ Set the margins at a minimum of 1.3 inches on each side of the document 

✓ Print out your notes single-sided 

✓ Include the MLA heading in the top left hand corner of the first page. 
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