Upcoming Dates
···
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

January 6th
Classes Resume Following
Winter Break

Tigers,
Happy New Year and welcome back for the second semester! The best thing about
starting the second semester is that it is a fresh start. Whether it’s a new class, the
availability of three new tardy warnings, an “A” in every class, or participating in an
extracurricular activity, take advantage of a new beginning and make the most of it.
If you have not had the opportunity to complete the 5 Essentials Survey, please do
so before February 14th. The data from this survey allows us to reflect and look at
ways North could be improved in the future. Below is the link to access the survey,
and I appreciate your time completing it.
https://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/
Go Tigers!
Ross Draper, Principal
rdraper@psd202.org
(815) 609-8506

January 20th
Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday
No School
January 22nd
Explorations Night
Ira Jones Middle School
6:00 p.m.—Auditorium
Heritage Grove Middle School
And Private Schools
7:30 p.m.—Auditorium
January 29th—April 8th
Academic Approach
SAT Prep Class-PNHS
Wednesdays
Section 1—2:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.
Section 2—5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

February 3rd
School Improvement Day
Early Release
February 5th
National Letter of Intent Signing
Auditorium—2:15 p.m.

12005 South 248th Avenue, Plainfield, Illinois 60585 Phone: (815) 609-8506 Fax: (815) 254-6138
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Dean’s Office

Curriculum & Instruction

Parents and guardians,

If you have not taken a final exam from first semester and
had an excused absence, then this is a reminder that you
have to contact the teacher for the makeup. You will have
the first two weeks of second semester to get that exam
completed.

As we prepare for the start of the second semester, I wanted
to provide a reminder about how our attendance system
works. As you know, students are given three late arrivals
per semester before any consequence is issued. These warnings are built in for typical life issues such as a car not
starting, student oversleeping on a rare occasion, early
morning illness, etc. Daily, we take traffic patterns and
weather conditions into account when making the decision
of whether additional time will be given to students in the
morning. Please plan accordingly and do not assume that
extra time will be provided for inclement weather (drizzle,
light rain, snow, etc.). This count will reset at the beginning
of the second semester.

Students and parents, January starts the new year and a
new semester. The grade book is a clean slate and with
the new year, a renewed outlook on your classes. So, start
off the year on the right foot by asking questions, doing
homework, and staying on top of your studies.
If you are still looking to register for the SAT prep course,
you can register at https://www.academicapproach.com/
plainfield-north/.
Registration is due by January 10, 2020. Contact
Academic Approach with questions at (773) 348-8914.

For those parents who drop off students in the morning, we
will be setting up a large orange cone to act as a marker for
all cars to pull up to. We will no longer have a campus monitor out directing traffic in the morning so we thank you in
advance for pulling up as far as possible to the cone so that
the car line flows smoothly.

Winter 2020 SAT Course
What? SAT Prep Course, an 11-week program for the
April 14th SAT exam

Darnell Weathersby
Assistant Principal-Building & Operations, Discipline
dweather@psd202.org

When? Saturday 1/18, (Practice SAT 9:00 a.m. – 12:30
p.m.) then Wednesday afternoons (2:30 p.m.—
4:30 p.m.) or evenings (5:30 p.m.—7:30 p.m.) on
1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26, 3/4 (Practice SAT),
3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/8.

Attendance Office

Who? All college-bound juniors
Please remember that a Parent/Guardian must report student absence before 10:00 a.m. via email or phone.

Where? Plainfield North High School.

PnattendanceA-L@psd202.org / PnattendanceMZ@psd202.org or phone 815-254-6014 (follow the prompts
for your students last name and leave a voicemail).

Cost? $315 tuition and includes textbook and tests

Stan Bertoni, Associate Principal
sbertoni@psd202.org

If your student is signing out for any reason, please call or
email at least one hour prior to the time of departure; this
allows time for the student to receive a pass and be ready to
leave on time. (Remember to provide the reason for absence/departure/late arrival, as well who will pick up the
student or if they are a driver).

Sharon Piemonte, Administrative Assistant
spiemont@psd202.org

Reminder that all students are required to have their ID on
their person at all times. A replacement ID can be purchased for $5.00.
Students are required to show ID when purchasing lunch or
to prove identity to staff.
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Special Education

Next Steps
MARK YOUR CALENDARS – SAVE THESE DATES
These are the dates for our Next Steps Presentations for 2019 – 2020. The
presentations will be at the Plainfield District Office from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m.
January 21st – Damien McDonald, DRS
March 24th – Sherri Schneider, Family Benefit Solutions
April 21st – Mary Ann Ehlert, Protected Tomorrows

NEXT STEPS is a Parent Training and Resource Network focused on the topic of Planning
for a Student’s Successful Transition from High School to Adult Life. Join us for these very
important presentations on Transition! Call K. Thomason at 815-280-2814 for more
information.
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semester with a fresh start. Teachers are looking forward to new
units and for new faces in some of the classes. See you in 2020!

English

Anatomy classes are wrapping up the nervous system unit. Students just completed a sheep brain dissection.
They examined all of the lobes of the brain, cerebellum, brain stem, and spinal cord.

Mrs. Evans and the EL students from all four
Plainfield high schools went to the Drury
Lane Theater in Oak Brook on December 6th
and saw “A Christmas Carol”.

As part of the Ecology unit, Honors Biology classes have been working with ecological footprint calculators/simulators to figure out
how big their impact is on the environment and what they could
possibly do to lessen that impact.

Mrs. Walsh’s English 2 honors class engaged in a formal debate
about William Shakespeare’s play Macbeth. The students were
assigned groups and topics based off the play. They were then
asked to defend a position on those topics based off research.
Were the witches to blame for Macbeth’s downfall? Is Macbeth
truly a tragic hero?

Mrs. Sicinski’s Honors Biology and
Biology students had the opportunity
to earn extra credit by generating a
food web. These food webs are being
featured on the “Bio is Life”
wall. Great work this year! The 2019
grand prize winning Food Web is by
Sophia Yarshen.

Science

Physics classes finished the egg drop project and are working on
building roller coasters while discussing kinetic and
potential energy.

Over winter break, please talk to your students about the dual
credit opportunities in Science and Math next year. Several new
options for juniors and seniors were discussed in classrooms
during the weeks of December 2nd and 9th. Students can earn
college credit through JJC while still in high school. If students
are interested in pursuing a dual credit class, they MUST register with JJC. The instructions for registering at JJC are attached
to this newsletter. All students interested will be required to
take the ALEKS test for both Math and Science dual credit classes and the ACCUPLACER test for science dual credit classes.
These tests will be offered at PNHS during the school day on
January 22 and 23. Please encourage your students to talk to
their counselors or they can find me, Ginger Brest, Division Chair
for Math and Science, in Student Services.

Math
Students taking a dual credit course second semester should check
the PNHS webpage for a list of books needed for each course. The
list can be found under the academic tab, dual credit book lists.

Registration for dual credit through JJC:
•

Go to JJC.edu

•

Choose “Getting started”

•

Admissions link (scroll down the page)

Geometry and Geometry Honors will start Semester 2 in the second
half of Unit 3: Similarity and Trigonometry. Students in both courses will start with Activity 20 in our Spring Board Geometry workbook which covers pythagorean theorem and then we will explore
special right triangles and right triangle trigonometry. Honors Geometry will extend trigonometry into the Law of Sines and Law of
Cosines to complete the unit.

-Select dual credit on the right side of the page
•

Scroll down the dual credit page (past the man talking)
-Select #4 dual credit application
-Complete application

Freshmen, watch for information from your teachers regarding
opportunities in Mastery Learning! We will begin second
4

World Languages/Career &
Technical Education

French 4/AP is starting the semester studying the AP theme Personal &
Public Identities (La Quête de Soi). We will have our first Café Classe for
second semester at the beginning of February where we will discuss societal issues that affect us. In class, we will be analyzing the song Les Emigrants by Charles Aznavour, and interpreting several Francophone news
articles. We are continuing to hear new Francophone music as each student prepares a song to discuss. In the language lab, we are continuing to
practice our communication skills using the AP French workbook and the
College Board website.

World Languages:
ASL 3 completed their song projects this year. The song choices were
all very unique and the kids did a great job. They all added their personal style to the videos and some even incorporate bloopers, which the
students loved to watch. Here are two great examples from Carter
Skeels, Caden Fatzinger, and Trevor Bruton.

German:
German 1 will be entering one of their favorite units where they get to talk
about families, friends, music, and pets. As English and German are both
Germanic languages, a lot of this vocabulary stems from cognates and
offers a lot of room for students to make connections. As you may know
from Star Wars, this is also were students learn that Vater (the German
word for father) is very closely related to Vader, the Dutch word for father.

ASL Club participated in their annual Silent Supper at Portillo’s. This
year, all Plainfield high schools had members attend. Minooka High
School also joined. There were around 50 students in attendance. It is a
great opportunity to sign with other students who know ASL and enjoy
good food.

Girls in white dresses with blue satin sashes; Snowflakes that stay on my
nose and eyelashes….as the Sound of Music will be playing on many TVs
through the holiday season, German 2 will be learning how to talk about
their favorite things. This will then lead them in to the furniture and house
unit where they get to talk about their favorite items and places in their
homes as well as how to describe their locations. Students will bring in
some of their favorite things for a traditional Show and Tell day.
German 3 will be concentrating on forming their opinions and discussing
things that are important to them. This will lead to a Socratic Seminar
where students will be to discuss how important clothing labels are to
them and share their various opinions on the topic. Students will also be
creating projects where they collage together ideas involving friendship,
school, and free time activities that they find “Super!” This unit will culminate with book report presentations about their favorite books.

French:
Bienvenue au deuxième semestre!
French 1 finished Unit 4 last semester where we learned about weekend plans. Our culminating project for the unit was our Café skit where
students demonstrated how to properly interact with a French waiter,
order food and drink, and ask for the bill. This semester we are off to a
great start in Unit 5 where we are learning how to talk about family
members, including their personalities, characteristics, birthdays, age,
and professions. We will be creating family trees which we will present
in class. We are also learning about Francophone African cultures and
artists such as Amadou and Mariam, a musical couple from Mali.

German AP will be moving in to our “Green” unit where students will be
discussing protecting the environment, alternate energies, politics, and
climate change. Students will develop campaigns to educate others about
their alternative energies, will track their environmental impact, and compare the German culture and politics surrounding the environment to that
of ours here in America.
Both German 3 and AP students will be taking the AATG National German
Exam this month. The National German Exam is administered each year to
nearly 26,000 high school students of German. The exam, now in its 59th
year, provides individual diagnostic feedback, rewards students through an
extensive regional and national prize program (we’ve even had students
win free trips to Germany in the past!), and creates a sense of accomplishment. Exam results provide teachers a means of comparing students in all
regions of the country, as well as programmatic data to help inform curricular decisions.

To practice at home, ask your child:
Comment es-tu? (Koh-moh eh too) = What are you like?

CTE:
Students practiced their baking skills & made chewy sugar cookies in Culinary classes. The different colored aprons designate the responsibility of
the student in their kitchen group.

French 3H finished last semester with a visit from Saint Nicolas. We
discussed the tradition from the region of Alsace and the students put
out their shoes and received candy. This semester we are off to a great
start studying Unit 5 where we are learning how to ask for information
when travelling abroad, including navigating a hotel and restaurant,
and discussing French cinema. We will be studying Monaco, the city of
Dijon, and the Lumière brothers.
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Athletic Varsity Home Events

Athletic News

Jan. 2nd-

Boys Swimming-Senior Night Tri Meet @
Avery YMCA

Jan. 3rd-

Boys/Girls Basketball Double Header
Girls 5:00pm/Boys 6:30pm vs. Plainfield East

Jan. 7th-

Girls Basketball vs. Joliet Central 6:30pm

Jan. 8th-

Girls Bowling vs. Oswego East 4:00pm

Jan. 10th-

Boys Basketball vs. Romeoville 6:30pm

Jan. 14th-

Boys/Girls Basketball Double Header
Girls 5:00pm/Boys 6:30pm vs. Plainfield Central

Jan. 15th-

Boys Bowling vs. Naperville Central 4:00pm
Senior Night

Jan. 16th-

Wrestling All levels vs. Yorkville 5:00pm
Senior Night & Tiger Reading Club Night

Lexie Hernandez-Girls Basketball

Jan. 18th-

Boys Bowling IHSA Regional

Chloe Cosgrove-Competitive Cheer &

Jan. 21st-

Girls Bowling vs. Joliet West 4:00pm

Austin Mulcahy-Boys Bowling

Jan. 24th-

Boys Basketball vs. Plainfield South 6:30pm

Jan. 25th-

Boys/Girls Basketball Double Header
Girls 4:30pm/Boys 6:00pm vs. Lockport

Colin O’Rourke-Boys Basketball &

Jan. 28th-

Girls Bowling vs. West Aurora 4:00pm

Jessica Davis-Girls Swimming

Jan. 28th-

Boys Basketball vs. LWW 6:30pm

Jan. 29th-

Girls Bowling vs. Metea Valley 4:00pm

Jan. 31st-

Boys/Girls Basketball Double Header
Girls 5:00pm/Boys 6:30pm-Tiger Reading
Club Night (announcing elementary kids
between games. Kids should be here by 5:50pm)

Boys and Girls winter track season starts January 27th. Tryouts
begin January 21st. Be sure to register at:
https://il.8to18.com/plainfieldnorth
**Remember all athletes must have a current physical on file
to tryout.**
Athletes of the Week:
Week 13:

Karley Sonnenberg-Girls Swimming &
Rachel Leigh-Dance

Week 15:

Week 16:

Jared Gumila-Wrestling &

Athletes of the Month

All Conference
Marcellus Moore-Football
Danny Nuccio-Football
Nate Simpson-Football

Booster club news

Jaylon Tillman-Football

Jan. 8th—Booster Club meeting 6:00pm media center.
State Qualifiers

REMINDER: Friday, February 28th is the Annual Candlelight
Bowling Fundraiser. Tickets are $25 to bowl or $10 for nonbowlers. Tickets are available through the Athletic Office or your
Booster Sport Representative.

Jessica Davis-Girls Swimming
Kali Franckowiak-Girls Swimming
Samantha Kershner-Girls Swimming
Karley Sonnenberg-Girls Swimming
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Clubs
French Club celebrated the holiday season with our annual trip to Mon Ami Gabi restaurant in Oak Brook in November and our Bûche de
Noël party in December. At Mon Ami Gabi, we tasted baguettes, quiche, mousse, and many were brave enough to try escargots.

At our annual Bûche de Noël party, we had seven cakes of different flavors and decorations. Some were chocolate, some vanilla, one
mocha, one raspberry, and one marshmallow. All the cakes were delicious and well-made. The awards went out to Most Appealing,
Best Tasting, Most Authentic, and Most Creative. A great time was had by all!
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