
History of Civilization Summer Recommendations 2020 

Overview: Students enrolled in dual-credit History of Civilizations should complete all parts of the assignment below over the summer. It is my hope 

that you will have completed the map section by the end of Week 1 of the school year. Please note that given the circumstances of the pandemic, 

these are recommendations and not requirements – except for the acquisition of the textbook (which should be in your possession on the first 

day of school.) 

***Since you are responsible for procuring your own copy of the textbook(s), acquiring these before the start of the school year will assure that you 

do not begin the school year behind.  

***The book for the fall semester is Spielvogel, J.J. Western Civilization: A Brief History, Volume I: To 1775 (9th Edition). Boston: Wadsworth-

Cengage Learning, 2014. ISBN: 978-1285436487.  

I recommend the following as sources for acquiring the book(s) you need: abebooks.com (often cheap, used purchases); hpb.com (also cheap, used 

purchases); amazon.com (rentals—SEMESTER—and sometimes cheap purchases).  Do look at condition of the book if you are purchasing used! I 

would not purchase less than Good. 

Purpose: Completing these assignments prior to our first day of class will provide you with a sense of European geography (the places where most of 

our stories this year will take place) as well as some images/impressions of a time period or person we will study during the course. Disciplining 

yourself to complete this work over the summer will also sharpen your time management skills, which will be essential to your success in this course. 

Remember that each semester of History of Civilization is a college-level survey course. 

Complete Parts 1 and 2. 

Part I: Map of Modern Europe and Map of the Middle East 

To begin, go to the end of this packet to find your blank maps. I am recommending this assignment to be completed by hand to start building 

familiarity; I am a firm believer in the magical connection between the hand and the brain. 

1. Color code the map of the Middle East per directions. Then, clearly identify and label all the countries in Europe. 

2. Countries: ALL countries in Europe. 

3. Cities: Make a list on the back of all the capital cities in Europe, connecting then with their respective countries.  

4. Additional important cities: Istanbul, St. Petersburg, Venice, Florence, Naples, Marseilles, Genoa, Dover, Manchester, Calais, Belfast, Bonn, 

Munich, Avignon. Numbers these cities and mark their location by number on your map of Europe.  



Helpful Resources:  

www.euratlas.com   

www.sheppardsoftware.com/European_Geography.htm 

Incidentally, the Continents map is for context (i.e., to see the relationship between the map of the Middle East and Europe geographically). 

Part II: Historical Book or Movie: I recommend reading a book or watching a movie (or series!) on a person, place, or time that appeals to you. Why? 

Because I think remembering is easier if you have some kind of visual reference in your mind. Historical fiction is fine. If enough people email with 

interest, maybe we can plan and conduct a “movie night” or “episode night” on Zoom.  

 

Questions or concerns? I will check my email intermittently over the summer. Please send questions to jpatel2@psd202.org. 
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