
English II Honors    Turnitin.com Info:   
2017-2018 Syllabus     Class ID: 15969472 Password: brown 

         

Teacher: Mr. David Brown      Email: dbrown@psd202.org 

Room:  418/ Office 166 (Attendance Office)    Phone: 815.609.8506 ext. 835892 

                  
Course Description/Objectives:  

In many ways, this course is designed like a college level course: students are expected to assume more 

responsibility for their educational pursuits than they would in a typical sophomore level course.  The 

honors sequence assumes both a strong work ethic and an understanding of basic grammar and 

mechanics.  Daily homework and weekly quizzes should be expected.  Additionally, reading quizzes will 

be given regularly.  Generally, time will not be given in class to read; concepts will be introduced in class 

and practiced at home.  This modality not only allows students to hone the study and time management 

skills so necessary to the 11AP class and college work, it also permits them to become well- and widely-

read citizens, advanced in literary discussion skills, prior to their college years.   

 

Required Texts:  

 

Semester 1:                    Semester 2: 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain)  *Fast Food Nation (Schlosser) OR Outliers 

Focus: voice and the effect of tone on a piece OR The Tipping Point (Gladwell)  (teacher’s 

choice) 

       Focus: study of social issues to continue  

       developing an understanding of argument; use of  

       quality researching skills 

 

*Macbeth (Shakespeare)    The Grapes of Wrath (Steinbeck) 

Focus: analysis of a tragic hero and contribution to  Focus: synthesis of common themes through use   

the meaning of a piece; development of argument using of research 

rhetoric         

 

*Students will need to purchase these books prior to the beginning of unit.  Note: Students are 

encouraged to purchase all of the texts.  By purchasing the texts, students have an opportunity to 

strengthen active reading skills and comprehension through the use of annotation. Students WILL NOT 

be allowed to use electronic devices as a means to read digital text (no exceptions).   

 

Students will be reading a plethora of supplemental material during these units in conjunction with the 

listed pieces of work.  

          

Classroom Expectations: 

You will be expected to be on time and positively contribute to and learn from the classroom community.  

In order to be successful, you will need to keep up with the reading and written responses to the reading, 

take notes during lectures and class discussions, review key concepts regularly, and bring the following to 

class: 

Pen and paper 
Required literature 
Folder and notebook for this class only 
USB flash drive (recommended) 

NO drinks, food, electronic devices, or purses on desk (all are grounds for a referral). 



Classroom Policies:  All PNHS English department policies and student handbook policies apply to this 

class. 

Late work: To earn credit for daily work, turn it in on time.  In order for an essay to be 

considered on time, it must be both turned in to me AND submitted to turnitin.com ON TIME. 

One letter grade will be deducted each day from any major assignment that is turned in late.  If 

you are absent on the day the paper is due, the paper/project needs be submitted to turnitin.com 

on the turn in day. Presentations will be presented individually the day of return, but ALL work 

must have made it to school (the rest of the group will present on given day and you will be 

scored individually based on contribution to the group). 

 

 

 

Absences:  

It is the RESPONSIBILITY of the STUDENT to retrieve all make-up work.  The student must seek my 

assistance outside of lecture time. 

Excused:  Department policy does apply.  The student must turn in work on the day of return.  

Extenuating circumstances will be dealt with on an individual basis with parent contact.  

Unexcused: Credit cannot be earned on any work/tests/projects/etc. 

Exam/Quiz Make-up:  Being absent does not excuse the student from taking the exam.  The test 

will be made up on the day of return if the student was aware of the test prior to the absence.  

Unscheduled quizzes will be arranged with me in order to ensure the student has all the needed 

material he or she may have been missed during the absence. 

 

 

Grading: 

Your grade will be weighted accordingly: 

  

Assessments: 60% Tests, presentations, essays, quizzes, benchmarks, etc. 

Daily Work:  20% Classwork/homework/daily work 

Final exam:   20% 1 per Semester (December/May) 

 

 

 

Academic Dishonesty:  

(As per the Plainfield District Handbook) Copying and sharing assignments, cheating on an assessment or 

on major project, and forgery and stealing all constitute academic dishonesty.  Each infraction will have a 

consequence more than likely resulting in a minimum of a total loss of points (please review handbook 

for a more explicit description of penalties).  Further consequence may be sought pending the situation.  

 

 

AND THE MOST IMPORTANT THOUGHT TO REMEMBER…. 

 

You and your ideas matter. Don’t be afraid to ask questions or make respectful, thoughtful, creative 

observations.  Your contributions can create a better understanding for everyone, especially you.   

 

If you have a concern, talk to me.  Remember, I am here to help. 

 

 

 

 



 

English II Honors 
Mrs. Goska 

Class Hour: _____ 
 

I,____________________________ (student), have read and understand the classroom expectations 

stated above.  I also understand the responsibilities and consequences established for this course.  I can 

affirm that the syllabus has been comprehended and will be practiced. 

 

 

____________________________________   

Student Signature      Date    


