
 

AP US History Syllabus Page 1 

 

Contact Information 

Instructor: Mr. Foreman       Classroom: 313 

Email: dforema1@psd202.org      Office: 409 (1st period plan) 

Course Description  

The AP program in United States History is designed to provide students with the analytic skills and factual 
knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in United States history.  The program 
prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to 
those made by full-year introductory college courses.  Students should learn to assess historical materials – their 
relevance to a given interpretive problem, their reliability, and their importance – and to weigh the evidence and 
interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  An AP United States History course should thus develop the skills 
necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly 
and persuasively in essay format.  
 
The course is structured chronologically, divided into nine units.  Each unit will include the nine periods, key themes, 
and/or concepts outlined in the AP US History curriculum framework.  A variety of instructional strategies will be 
employed in order to prepare students for the AP US History Exam in May.   
 
The AP US History Exam (effective fall 2017)  

The exam requires students to apply historical thinking skills and knowledge of content as they respond, in writing, to 

new short-answer, document-based, and essay questions. Newly designed multiple-choice questions ask students to 

use their knowledge of content to analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources. The exam consists of the 

following sections, in order: 

▪ Section I: Part A 
▪ Fifty-five multiple-choice questions   [55 minutes, 40 percent] 

▪ Section I: Part B 
▪ Three short-answer questions   [40 minutes, 20 percent] 
▪ Question 1 (required): periods 3-8 
▪ Question 2 (required): periods 3-8 
▪ Students choose between Question 3, periods 1-5, and Question 4, periods 6-9 

▪ Section II: Part A 
▪ One document-based question (DBQ)  [60 minutes, 25 percent] 
▪ The document-based question focuses on topics from periods 3 to 8. 

▪ Section II: Part B 
▪ One long essay question   [40 minutes, 15 percent] 
▪ Option 1: periods 1-3 
▪ Option 2: periods 4-6 
▪ Option 3: periods 7-9 

 

 

 

 

Advanced placement us history 



 

AP US History Syllabus Page 2 

 

Historical periods 

The course outline is structured around the investigation of course themes and key concepts in nine chronological 

periods.  These periods, from pre-Columbian contacts in North America (represented symbolically by the date 1491) 

to the present, provide a temporal framework for the course.  The instructional importance and assessment weighting 

for each period varies:  

Period Date Range Approximate Percentage of … 
  Instructional Time AP Exam 

1 1491-1607 5% 5% 

2 1607-1754 10%  
45% 3 1754-1800 12% 

4 1800-1848 10% 

5 1844-1877 13% 

6 1865-1898 13%  
45% 7 1890-1945 17% 

8 1945-1980 15% 

9    1980-present 5% 5% 

Themes  

While the course follow a narrative structure supported by the textbook and audiovisual materials, the following seven 

themes described in the AP US History Course and Exam Description are woven throughout each unit of study:  

Themes Concept Questions 

American and National 
Identity (NAT) 

How has the American national identity changed over time?  

Work, Exchange, and  
Technology (WXT) 

How have changes in markets, transportation, and technology affected 
American society? 

Migration and Settlement 
(MIG) 

How have changes in migration and population patterns affected American life? 

Politics and  
Power (POL) 

How have various groups sought to change the federal government’s role in 
American political, social, and economic life? 

America in the World (WOR) How has US involvement in global conflicts set the stage for domestic social 
changes? 

Geography and the 
Environment (GEO) 

How did the institutions and values between the environment and Americans 
shape various groups in North America? 

Culture and Society (CUL)  How have changes in moral, philosophical, and cultural values affected US 
History?  

 

Historical Thinking Skills  

These skills reflect the task of professional historians.  While learning to master these tasks, AP US History students 

act as “apprentice historians.” 

Skill 1: Contextualization 

• Describe an accurate historical context for a specific historical development or process 

• Explain how a relevant context influenced a specific historical development or process 

• Use context to explain the relative historical significance of a specific historical development or process 
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Skill 2: Comparison 

• Describe similarities and/or differences between different historical developments or processes 

• Explain relevant similarities and/or differences between specific historical developments and processes 

• Explain the relative historical significance of similarities and/or differences between different historical 
developments or processes. 

Skill 3: Causation 

• Describe causes or effects of a specific historical development or process 

• Explain the relationship between causes and effects of a specific historical development or process.  

• Explain the difference between primary and secondary causes and between short- and long-term effects 

• Explain the relative historical significance of different causes and/or effects. 

Skill 4: Change and Continuity over Time 

• Describe patterns of continuity and/or change over time 

• Explain patterns of continuity and/or change over time 

• Explain the relative historical significance of specific historical developments in relation to a larger pattern of 
continuity and/or change 

Writing Focus 

Historical work at a collegiate level requires students to write proficiently.  For this reason, writing is emphasized in 

every unit of this course.  Assessment of essays are measured by the following:  the degree to which they fully and 

directly answer the question, the strength of thesis statement, level and effectiveness of analysis, amount and quality 

of supporting evidence, and organizational quality.  In addition to these standards, document based questions 

(DBQs) are graded on the basis of the degree to which a significant number of the documents have been used to 

support the thesis, and the amount and quality of outside information included in the response.   

Primary Source Analysis  

The effective study of history requires analysis of primary sources.  Therefore, primary sources are regularly 

incorporated into each unit of study.  Students will be asked to identify, analyze and evaluate sources for two or more 

of the following features: historical context, purpose and intended audience, the author’s point of view, type of source, 

argument and tone. (Appropriate use of historical evidence).  These activities help students become more familiar 

with primary sources.  As a result, students are better prepared to respond to document based questions (DBQs) on 

the AP US History exam.   

Reading requirements 

Historical work at a collegiate level requires students to read and analyze a variety of texts on a regular basis.  

Students will be required to read segments of the main textbook (see below) on a nightly basis.  Successful students 

will not only keep up with the nightly reading assignments, but utilize note taking and other synthesis strategies to 

ensure comprehension.  Students will also be assigned addition readings from secondary sources (see below) and 

will be expected to come to class prepared to discuss the content.  All information present in the text and/or 

secondary sources can appear on exams, even if topics were not directly addressed in class.   

 



 

AP US History Syllabus Page 4 

 

Textbook  

Brinkley, Alan. American History: Connecting with the Past. Updated AP 15th ed. New York, McGraw Hill, 2017.  

Secondary Sources  

Kennedy, David and Lizabeth Cohen. The American Pageant. 15th ed. Boston: Wadsworth, Cengage Learning, 2013.  

Oates, Stephan and Charles J. Errico, eds. Portrait of America Vols. 1 & 2. New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2010.  

Zinn, Howard. A People’s History of the United States. New York: Harper Perennial Modern Classic, 2005.  

Required Materials (to be brought to class every day):  

1. AP US History textbook (Brinkley) 

2. AP US History binder 

3. Pens, pencils, paper, etc.   

Assessments 

Unit Exams 

Students will be assessed using a variety of formats.  Unit exams will consist of multiple choice questions and writing 

prompts designed to mimic the AP exam format.  Testing will generally occur on two separate days at the end of 

each unit.   

• Multiple Choice Questions 

The multiple choice portion of the exam will consist of AP style multiple choice questions.  Students will 

receive a time limit for completing the multiple choice section depending on the number of questions that 

appear on the exam.   

 

 

• Writing Portion 

The writing portion of the exam will consist of either a document based question (DBQ) or a long essay 

question.  Responses to both essay formats will required students to formulate a thesis and support it with 

relevant evidence.   

 

o Document Based Question (DBQ) Exams 

Students will have 50 minutes in class to complete the document based question (DBQ).  The DBQ 

measures students’ ability to analyze and synthesize historical data and to assess verbal, 

quantitative, or visual materials as historical evidence.  The documents included in the DBQ are not 

confined to a single formal, may vary in length, and are chosen to illustrate interactions and 

complexities within the material.  Where suitable, the documents will include charts, graphs, 

cartoons, and pictures, as well as written materials.  In addition to calling upon a broad spectrum of 

historical skills, the diversity of materials will allow students to assess the value of different sorts of 

documents.  The DBQ will typically require students to relate the documents to a historical period 

or theme, and thus, to focus on major periods and issues.  For this reason, outside knowledge 

beyond the specific focus of the question is important and must be incorporated into the student’s 
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essay to earn the highest score.  

 

o Long Essay Question Exams 

Students will have 35 minutes in class to complete the long essay question.  To provide 

opportunities for students to demonstrate what they know best, they will be given a choice between 

two comparable long essay options.  The long essay questions will measure the use of historical 

thinking skills to explain and analyze significant issues in US History as defined by the thematic 

learning objectives.  Student essays must include the development of a thesis or argument 

supported by an analysis of specific, relevant historical evidence.  Questions will be limited to 

topics or examples specifically mentioned in the concept outline but framed to allow student 

answers to include in-depth examples of large-scale phenomena, either drawn from the concept 

outline or from topics discussed in the classroom.    

 

 

Short Answer Essay Quizzes  

In addition to unit exams, students will be quizzed throughout the year utilizing short answer questions that directly 

address one or more of the thematic learning objectives for the course. Students will receive 12 minutes to respond 

to one short answer question.  These questions will generally have elements of internal choice, providing 

opportunities for students to demonstrate what they know best.  All of the short answer questions will require 

students to use historical thinking skills to respond to a primary source, a historian’s argument, non-textual sources 

such as data or maps, or general propositions about US History.  Each question will ask students to identify and 

analyze examples of historical evidence relevant to the source or question.  While students will be required to write 

formally, no thesis is required to respond to short answer essay questions.   

 

Final Exams 

Students will be required to take final exams during the school’s final exam week.  The final exam will consist of 

multiple-choice AP style questions.  There will be no writing portion on the final exam.  NOTE: second semester’s 

final exam will contain material from the entire school year (both first and second semester).   

 

Projects & Additional Assignments 

Students will be expected to complete other homework assignments and projects regularly.  Guidelines and rubrics 

will be made available to students for most major assignments.   
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Student evaluations 

Course grades will not be based upon total accumulation of points.  Instead, student semester grades will be 

determined based on the following weighted categories: 

  

Final Exam     20% 

Assessments (Multiple Choice Exams)   20% 

Essays (DBQs, Long & Short Essays)  20% 

Projects      20% 

Daily Assignments (Homework & Classwork)  20% 

A=100-90; B=89-80; C=79-70; D=69-60; F=59 and below 

 

Unit pacing guide  

Unit i 

Period 1: 1491-1607  

 

Main Idea: On a North American continent controlled by American Indians, contact among the peoples of Europe, 

the Americas, and West Africa created a new world.   

Major Topics:  

• Demographics of Europe, the Americas, and West Africa 

• Meso-American culture 

• Transatlantic commerce 

• Comparisons of colonies across the Americas (religion, economies, politics, cultures) 

• Foundations of slavery.   

Primary Theme: Geography and the Environment      

Textbook Readings: American History (Brinkley), Chapter 1 

Additional Readings:  

• David E. Stannard, “The American Holocaust: Columbus and the Conquest of the New World” from Portrait 

of America, Vol. 1 Ed. Stephen B. Oates and Charles J. Erico.   

Duration of Unit: 10 days (including course introduction)  
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Thematic Review: 

American and National Identity How did the identities of colonizing and indigenous American societies 
change as a result of contact in the Americas? 

Work, Exchange, and 
Technology 

How did the Columbian Exchange—the mutual transfer of material goods, 
commodities, animals, and diseases—affect interaction between Europeans 
and natives among indigenous peoples in North America? 

Migration and Settlement Where did different groups settle in the Americans (before contact) and how 
and why did they move to and within the Americas (after contact)?  

Politics and Power How did Spain’s early entry into colonization in the Caribbean, Mexico, and 
South America shape European and American developments in this period?  

America in the World How did European attempts to dominate the Americas shape relations 
between Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans?  

Geography and the Environment How did pre-contact populations of North America relate to their 
environments?  How did contact with Europeans and Africans change these 
relations in North America? 

Culture and Society How did cultural contact challenge the religious and other values systems of 
peoples from the Americas, Africa, and Europe? 

 

Unit II 

Period 2: 1607-1754  

Main Idea: Europeans and American Indians maneuvered and fought for dominance, control, and security in North 

America, and distinctive colonial and native societies emerged.   

Major Topics:  

• European colonization 

• American Indian resistance 

• Economic and population patterns 

• Formation of race and identity 

• Tensions with Britain 

Primary Theme: Migration and Settlement 

Textbook Readings: American History (Brinkley), Chapters 2, 3  

Additional Readings:  

• Gary Nash, “Black People in a White People’s Country,” from Portrait of America.   

• Edmund S. Morgan, “The Devil in Salem Village”, from Portrait of America.  

Duration of Unit: 13 days  
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Thematic Review: 

American and National Identity What were the chief similarities and differences among the development of 
English, Spanish, Dutch, and French colonies in America? 

Work, Exchange, and 
Technology 

How did distinct economic systems, most notable a slavery system based 
on African labor, develop in British North America? What was their effect on 
emerging cultural and regional differences?  

Migration and Settlement Why did various colonists go to the New World? How did the increasing 
integration of the Atlantic world affect the movement of peoples between 
different regions? 

Politics and Power In what ways did the British government seek to exert control over its 
American colonies in the 17th and 18th centuries?  

America in the World How did the competition between European empires around the world affect 
relations among the various peoples in North America? 

Geography and the Environment How and why did the English North American colonies develop into distinct 
regions? 

Culture and Society How did the expansion of cultural contact that took place with permanent 
colonization alter conditions in North American and affect intellectual and 
religious life, the growth of trade, and the shape of political institutions?  

 

Unit III 

Period 3: 1754-1800  

Content: British imperial attempts to reassert control over its colonies and the colonial reaction to these attempts 

produced a new American republic, along with struggles over the new nation’s social, political, and economic identity.  

Major Topics:  

• British colonial policies 

• Enlightenment ideas 

• The American Revolution  

• Formation of republic and national identity (Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists, Constitution)  

• Work and labor (free and unfree) 

• Regional economic differences.   

Primary Theme: American and National Identity 

Textbook Readings: American History (Brinkley), Chapters 4, 5, 6 

Additional Readings:  

• John Ferling, “The Rocky Road to Revolution” from Smithsonian Magazine, 2004.   

• H.W. Brands, “Miracle at Philadelphia” from Portrait of America.  

• Howard Zinn, “Tyranny is Tyranny” from A People’s History of the United States.  

• Ron Chernow, “Best of Enemies” from Time, July 5, 2004 

Duration of Unit: 19 days  
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Thematic Review 

American and National 
Identity 

How did different social group identities evolve during the revolutionary struggle?  
How did leaders of the new United States attempt to form a national identity? 

Work, Exchange, and 
Technology 

How did the newly independent United States attempt to formulate a national 
economy? 

Migration and Settlement How did the revolutionary struggle and its aftermath reorient white-American 
Indian relations and affect subsequent population movements? 

Politics and Power How did the ideology behind the revolution affect power relationships between 
different ethnic, racial, and social groups? 

America in the World How did the revolution become an international conflict involving competing 
European and American powers? 

Geography and the 
Environment 

How did the geographical and environmental characteristics of regions opened 
up to white settlement after 1763 affect their subsequent development? 

Culture and Society Why did the patriot cause spread so quickly among the colonists after 1763? 
How did the republican ideals of the revolutionary cause affect the nation’s 
political culture after independence?  

 

Unit IV 

Period 4: 1800-1848  

Content: The new republic struggled to define and extend democratic ideals in the face of rapid economic, territorial, 

and demographic changes.  

Major Topics:  

• Definition of democratic practices 

• Expansion of the vote 

• Market Revolution 

• Territorial and demographic growth 

• Two-party system 

• Andrew Jackson 

• Role of the federal government in slavery and the economy 

Primary Theme: Work, Exchange & Technology  

Textbook Readings: American History (Brinkley), Chapters 7, 8, 9, 10 

Additional Readings:  

• John F. Marszalek, “Andrew Jackson: Flamboyant Hero of the Common Man” from Portrait of America.   

• Robert Remini, Ándrew Jackson vs. the Cherokee Nation” from American History: Annual Editions, Vol.1 2007.   

• ”A Woman’s Place is in the Factory,” from The New Nation.  

Duration of Unit: 16 days 
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Thematic Review: 

American and 
National Identity 

How did debates over American democratic culture and the proximity of many different cultures 
living in close contact affect changing definitions of national identity? 

Work, Exchange, 
and Technology 

How did the growth of mass manufacturing in the rapidly urbanizing North affect definitions of and 
relationships between workers, and those for whom they worked?  How did the continuing 
dominance of agriculture and the slave system affect southern social, political and economic life? 

Migration and 
Settlement 

How did the continued movement of individuals and groups into, out of, and within the United 
States shape the development of new communities and the evolution of old communities?  

Politics and 
Power 

How did the growth of ideals of mass democracy, including such concerns as expanding suffrage, 
public education, abolitionism, and care for the needy affect political life and discourse?  

America in the 
World 

How did the United States use diplomatic and economic means to project its power in the western 
hemisphere? How did foreign governments and individuals describe and react to the new 
American nation? 

Geography and 
the Environment 

How did environmental and geographic factors affect the development of sectional economics 
and identities?  

Culture and 
Society 

How did the idea of democratizing shape and reflect American arts, literature, ideals, and culture?  

 

Unit V 

Period 5:  1844-1877  

Content: As the nation expanded and its population grew, regional tensions, especially over slavery, led to a civil 

war—the course and aftermath of which transformed American society.   

Major Topics:  

• Tensions over slavery  

• Reform movements (women, abolition, public education, etc.)  

• Imperialism 

• Mexican American War 

• Civil War 

• Reconstruction  

Primary Theme: Politics and Power  

Textbook Readings: American History (Brinkley), Chapters 11, 12, 13, 14  

Additional Readings:  

• Ira Berlin, “I Will Be Heard: William Lloyd Garrison and the Struggle Against Slavery” from Portrait of 

America.    

Duration of Unit: 19 days 
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Thematic Review: 

American and National Identity How did migration to the United States change popular ideas of American 
Identity and citizenship as well as regional and racial identities? How did the 
conflicts that led to the Civil War change popular ideas about national, 
regional, and racial identities throughout this period? 

Work, Exchange, and 
Technology 

How did the maturing of northern manufacturing and adherence of the South 
to an agricultural economy change the national economic system by 1877? 

Migration and Settlement How did the growth of mass migration to the United States and the railroad 
affect settlement patterns in cities and the West? 

Politics and Power Why did attempts at compromise before the war fail to prevent the conflict?  
To what extent, and in what ways, did the Civil War and Reconstruction 
transform American political and social relationships?  

America in the World How was the American conflict over slavery part of larger global events? 

Geography and the Environment How did the end of slavery and technological and military developments 
transform the environment and settlement patterns in the South and the 
West? 

Culture and Society How did the doctrine of Manifest Destiny affect debates over territorial 
expansionism and the Mexican American War?  How did the Civil War 
struggle to shape American’s beliefs about equality, democracy, and 
national destiny?  

 

Unit VI 

Period 6: 1865-1898  

Content: The transformation of the United States from an agricultural to an increasingly industrialized and urbanized 

society brought about significant economic, political, diplomatic, social, environmental, and cultural changes.  

Major Topics:  

• Reconstruction 

• US imperialism 

• Industrialization, immigration, and urbanization  

• Women’s movement 

• Working class culture and leisure 

Primary Theme: Culture and Society  

Textbook Readings: American History (Brinkley), Chapters 15, 16, 17, 18, 19 

Additional Readings: 

• Robert Utley, “Sitting Bull and the Sioux Resistance” from Portrait of America.  

Duration of Unit: 20 days 

 



 

AP US History Syllabus Page 12 

 

Thematic Review: 

American and National Identity How did the rapid influx of immigrants from other parts of the world than 
northern and western Europe affect debates about American national 
identity? 

Work, Exchange, and 
Technology 

How did technological and corporate innovations help to vastly increase 
industrial production?  What was the impact of these innovations on the lives 
of working people? 

Migration and Settlement How and why did the sources of migration to the United States change 
dramatically during this period? 

Politics and Power How did the political culture of the Gilded Age reflect the emergence of new 
corporate power?  How successful were the challenges to this power?  Why 
did challenges to this power fail? 

America in the World How did the search for new global markets affect American foreign policy 
and territorial ambitions? 

Geography and the Environment In what ways, and to what extent, was the West “opened” for further 
settlement through connection to eastern political, financial, and 
transportation systems?  

Culture and Society How did artistic and intellectual movements both reflect and challenge the 
emerging corporate order?  

 

Unit VII *Note: This unit will be divided into Part A & Part B for assessment purposes 

Period 7: 1890-1945  

Content: An increasingly pluralistic United States faced profound domestic and global challenges, debated the 

proper degree of government activism, and sought to define its international role.   

Major Topics:  

• Progressive reform 

• World War I and Russian revolution  

• Culture wars of the 1920s (First red scare, first great migration of African Americans, race riots, etc)  

• Roaring 20s  

• Hoover and FDR in the capitalist crisis 

• New Deal 

• World War II 

Primary Theme: America in the World  

Textbook Readings: American History (Brinkley), Chapters 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28 

Additional Readings:  

• “An American Empire” in For the Record.   

• Carol Hymowitz and Michaele Weissman, “Votes for Women”, in A History of Women in American, NY: 

Bantam Books, 1978.  

• William J. vanden Heuvel, “America and the Holocaust” from Portrait of America.   
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Duration of Unit: 28 days 

Thematic Review: 

American and 
National Identity 

How did continuing debates over immigration and assimilation reflect changing ideals of 
national and ethnic identity? How did class identities change in this period?  

Work, Exchange, 
and Technology 

How did movements for political and economic reform take shape in this period, and how 
effective were they in achieving their goals? 

Migration and 
Settlement 

Why did public attitudes towards immigration become negative during this time period?  
How and why did people migrate within the US during this time period? 

Politics and Power How did reformist ideals change as they were taken up by reformers in different time 
periods?  Why did opposition emerge to various reform programs? 

America in the 
World 

Why did US leaders decide to become involved in global conflicts such as the Spanish 
American War, World War I, and World War II?  How did debates over intervention reflect 
public views of America’s role in the world?  

Geography and the 
Environment 

Why did reformers seek for the government to wrest control of the environment and 
national resources from commercial interests?  

Culture and 
Society 

How did “modern” cultural values evolve in response to developments in technology?  How 
did debates over the role of women in American public life reflect changing social realities?  

 

Unit VIII 

Period 8: 1945-1980  

Content: After World War II, the United States grappled with prosperity and unfamiliar international responsibilities, 

while struggling to live up to its ideals.   

Major Topics:  

• Atomic age and the Cold War 

• Suburban development and the affluent society vs. the “other” America 

• Vietnam 

• Social movements of the long 1960s 

• Great Society programs 

• Economic and political decline in the 1970s 

• Rise of conservatism.   

Primary Theme: American and National Identity  

Textbook Readings: American History (Brinkley), Chapters 29, 30, 31, 32, 33* (pp. 885-895)  

Additional Readings:  

• Marcia Cohen, “Betty Friedan Destroys the Myth of the Happy Housewife” from Portrait of America.  

Duration of Unit: 22 days 
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Thematic Review: 

American and National Identity How did the African American Civil Rights movement affect the development 
of other movements based on asserting the rights of different groups in 
American society?  How did American involvement in the Cold War affect 
debates over American national identity? 

Work, Exchange, and 
Technology 

How did the rise of American manufacturing and global economic 
dominance in the years after World War II affect standards of living among 
and opportunities for different social groups? 

Migration and Settlement How did the growth of migration to and within the United States influence 
demographic change and social attitudes in the nation? 

Politics and Power How did the changing fortunes of liberalism and conservatism in these years 
affect broader aspects of social and political power?  

America in the World Why did Americans endorse a new engagement in international affairs 
during the Cold War?  How did this belief change over time in response to 
particular events?  

Geography and the Environment Why did public concern about the state of the natural environment grow 
during this period, and what major changes in public policy did this create?  

Culture and Society How did changes in popular culture reflect or case changes in social 
attitudes? How did the reaction to these changes affect political and public 
debates?  

 

Unit IX 

Period 9: 1980-present  

Content: As the United States transitioned to a new century filled with challenges and possibilities, it experienced 

renewed ideological and cultural debates, sought to redefine its foreign policy, and adapted to economic globalization 

and revolutionary changes in science and technology.  

Major Topics:  

• Reagan at home and abroad 

• Growth of poverty 

• Bush, Sr. and end of Cold War 

• Clinton and the internet 

• Race relations 

• NAFTA and other trade agreements 

• 9/11 and the Patriot Act 

• Education policies of Bush, Jr. and Obama 

• Environmental policies 

Primary Theme: America in the World  

Textbook Readings: American History (Brinkley), Chapters 33, 34 
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Additional Readings:  

• Walter Isaacson, “The American Century and Beyond” from Portrait of America.  

Duration of Unit: 6 days  

Thematic Review: 

 

American and National Identity How did demographic and economic changes in American society affect popular debates 
over American national identity? 

Work, Exchange, and 
Technology 

How did the shift to a global economy affect American economic life?  How did scientific 
and technological developments in these years change how Americans lived and worked? 

Migration and Settlement How did increased migration raise questions about American identity and affect the nation 
demographically, culturally, and politically?  

Politics and Power How successful were conservatives in achieving their goals?  To what extent did liberalism 
remain influential politically and culturally? 

America in the World How did the end of the Cold War affect American foreign policy?  How did the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001 impact America’s role in the world? 

Geography and the 
Environment 

How did debates over climate change and energy policy affect broader social and political 
movements? 

Culture and Society How did technological and scientific innovations in areas such as electronics, biology, 
medicine, and communications affect society, popular culture, and public discourse?  How 
did a more demographically diverse population shape popular culture?  


