
Rhetoric Summer Work  
 
The work in Rhetoric revolves around helping you prepare for the critical, analytical, and intellectual challenges you will face in college and in life 
beyond the classroom.  Throughout the year you’ll examine matters of culture, values, and our relationship to the world at large by investigating an 
array of cultural myths presented through diverse and at times divergent viewpoints.  Ideally, by year’s end you will feel confident dissecting and 
discussing complex concerns in an intelligent, articulate manner—both verbally and in writing.  
 
Rhetoric is not a lecture course.  What and how much you learn is directly driven by the extent of your participation in discussions, group activities, 
and long-term projects.  Therefore, it’s vital that you come back in the fall familiar with the many ongoing issues and concerns affecting people 
from all walks of life throughout the country.  

 
Required Readings 
These readings introduce ideas related to several topics you will likely engage in your studies next year.  You won’t get an exhaustive look at any 
one topic, but you’ll get a feel for the caliber of thinking and writing you’ll encounter throughout the year and some insights into the type of 
thinking and engagement that will be expected of you.  
 
As you read, jot down reactions and questions throughout the text as they come to mind.  Doing so helps you better recall what you were thinking 
while reading and makes it easier to participate in conversations about the content.  In order to help build the type of culture and community that 
this class requires, we will spend some time in conversation about these readings early in the year.  
 
Note:  Selections are ordered chronologically.  Reading them in order is strongly recommended since some ideas are interrelated; however, 
following the chronology isn’t required.  
 

 Article Author Date 
1 The Conservative Case for Unions Jonathan Rauch July 2017 

2 The Democrats' Immigration Mistake Peter Beinart July 2017 

3 The Smartphone Psychiatrist David Dobbs July 2017 

4 The Rise of the Violent Left Peter Beinart September 2017 

5 The Queen Bee in the Corner Office Olga Khazan September 2017 

6 Innocence is Irrelevant Emily Yoffe September 2017 

7 How America Lost Its Mind Kurt Andersen September 2017 

8 Is the American Idea Over? Yoni Appelbaum November 2017 

9 Conservatism without Bigotry Peter Beinart December 2017 

10 America Is Not a Democracy Yascha Mounk March 2018 

11 What If the Problem Isn’t the President—it’s The Presidency? John Dickerson May 2018 

12 A Conversation with Malcolm Jenkins Louisa Thomas May 2018 

13 How the Enlightenment Ends Henry A. Kissinger June 2018 

14 The Birth of a New Aristocracy Matthew Stewart June 2018 

  
 

Recommended Readings 
These three articles are intense, immersive looks at hot-button topics that have been repeatedly discussed at length since their publication.  
They’re not required, but can’t possibly be recommended enough.  

 

 Article Author Date 
1 The Coddling of the American Mind Greg Lukianoff and Jonathan Haidt September 2015 

2 The Black Family in the Age of Mass Incarceration Ta-Nehesi Coates October 2015 

3 The Enduring Solidarity of Whiteness Ta-Nehesi Coates February 2016 

 
 

Resources for Investigating Media Alignment or Media Bias 
Refer to these resources when unsure of a publication’s biases; or, when you want to be better informed about the political leanings of news 
organizations. These sites/lists are curated by humans who have biases of their own, so none of these resources are perfect on their own, but 
together they can help you hone your awareness.  
 

Websites and Subpages 
1 Political Polarization (Pew Research) 

2 Political Polarization Media Habits (Pew Research) 

3 Media Bias/Fact Check 

4 Media Bias/Fact Check Methodology 

5 All Generalizations Are False 

6 All Generalizations Are False — Media Bias Chart v3.1 

https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/07/the-conservative-case-for-unions/528708/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/07/the-democrats-immigration-mistake/528678/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/07/the-smartphone-psychiatrist/528726/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/09/the-rise-of-the-violent-left/534192/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/09/the-queen-bee-in-the-corner-office/534213/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/09/innocence-is-irrelevant/534171/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/09/how-america-lost-its-mind/534231/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/11/is-the-american-idea-over/540651/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/12/conservatism-without-bigotry/544128/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/03/america-is-not-a-democracy/550931/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/05/a-broken-office/556883/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/05/malcolm-jenkins-philadelphia-eagles/556886/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/06/henry-kissinger-ai-could-mean-the-end-of-human-history/559124/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2018/06/the-birth-of-a-new-american-aristocracy/559130/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/09/the-coddling-of-the-american-mind/399356/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2015/10/the-black-family-in-the-age-of-mass-incarceration/403246/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2016/02/why-we-write/459909/
http://www.pewresearch.org/packages/political-polarization/
http://www.journalism.org/2014/10/21/political-polarization-media-habits/
https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/
https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/methodology/
http://www.allgeneralizationsarefalse.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Media-Bias-Chart_Version-3.1_Watermark-min.jpg
http://www.allgeneralizationsarefalse.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Media-Bias-Chart_Version-3.1_Watermark-min.jpg


Rhetoric Textbooks 
 
In addition to taking college-level coursework while still in high school, one of the most prominent benefits of taking 
dual-credit courses is they give you the opportunity to earn college credits in high school that may translate to immense 
savings on tuition if/when transferrable to other institutions.  
 
Although you do not pay tuition to take Rhetoric I or II, you are expected to purchase all required textbooks for the 
course. The combined cost for the required texts in Rhetoric is 1/6th of what it would cost you in tuition alone if you took 
these classes at JJC.   
 

 

Required Texts 
 

 

Title/Author(s) Edition ISBN #s 
Rereading America: Cultural Contexts for Critical Thinking and Writing 
Gary Colombo, Robert Cullen, and Bonnie Lisle 

10 10: 1457699214 
13: 978-1457699214 
 

Who Says? — The Writer's Research 
Deborah H. Holdstein and Danielle Aquiline 

2 10: 0190633476 
13: 978-0190633479 
 

Everything's an Argument (with readings) 
Andrea A. Lunsford, John J. Ruskiewicz, and Keith Walters 

7 10: 1319016324 
13: 978-1319016326 
 

The Little Seagull Handbook (with exercises + eBook)*  
Richard Bullock, Michael Brody, and Francine Weinberg 

3 10: 0393602648 
13: 978-0393602647 
 

 
 

Textbook Purchasing Notes 
1. While there are other editions of the books listed below, these versions have been chosen in order to provide 

students with an optimal set of resources at reasonable prices.  
 

2. Whenever you’re looking for books online, use the ISBN numbers to help ensure you get the right editions of a 
text. If you purchase the wrong version of a textbook, your teacher will not be able to supplement whatever 
content you’re missing.  
 

3. For Rereading America, Who Says?, and Everything’s an Argument, purchase your copies wherever you can 
find them at the best prices. (Consider it practice for college.)    

 Check online resources like Amazon, Textbooks.com, and other textbook retailers to find the best deals.  

 Used books are perfectly acceptable, but you must have the right edition. 

 Cost is a consideration, but also be mindful of shipping times.  
o The longer you wait, the more difficult it becomes to track down books.  
o Order early and you can comfortably wait out Media Mail shipments, which can take a week or 

longer to arrive.  
 

4. For The Little Seagull Handbook, get your copy from the Joliet Junior College bookstore. This gives you access to 
some additional benefits: 

 An eBook version of the text with 4 years of online access  

 W.W. Norton’s InQuizitive adaptive learning tool 
 

 
*** Email any questions about textbooks or summer work to hbrook@psd202.org *** 

mailto:hbrook@psd202.org

