
Rhetoric I & II 
2018-2019 

Course Syllabus 
 

Teacher: Mr. Brook Email: hbrook@psd202.org 

 

District Curriculum Guide Details 
✓ Prerequisite: Completed Accuplacer test—Reading score  of  80-120, or 70-79 + SN "Green" or "1," 

and a score in Writing of 6-8, or 5 + SN "Green" or "1"; or, ACT English composite score of 20 or 
better; or, SAT Evidence-Based Reading and Writing score of 500-800 
 

✓ Description: This course is designed to teach writing skills necessary for success in college. It is 
required for students intending to continue in a baccalaureate program. Special emphasis is placed 
upon summary writing, exposition, and argumentation. This course is offered as a dual credit course 
through Joliet Junior College. Students who successfully complete these courses receive up to 6 total 
semester hours of credit for English 101/102 – Rhetoric at Joliet Junior College. This course carries a 
weighted grade.  

 

Course Outcomes 
Here’s what you really need to know: Rhetoric offers a unique opportunity to engage diverse perspectives on 
complex social and cultural issues that will challenge your awareness and maybe disrupt your perceptions 
and understanding of the world at large.  
 
Throughout the year you will work in multiple mediums to intelligently and articulately analyze complex 
issues in oral and written forms. Along the way you also will develop practical, enduring skills you can apply 
when faced with the challenges that await you in college and beyond. 
 
This is a tremendous opportunity for independent thought and action. The more control you assert over what 
you learn here, the better prepared you will be for whatever is expected of you after graduating. Put some 
faith in the advice and instruction you receive; challenge yourself and take ownership over your own 
learning; be willing to take risks.  
 

Expectations 
✓ Be present and prepared 
✓ Engage the reading, writing, discussion, and collaborative opportunities offered 
✓ Involve yourself in activities and remain cognizant of others’ opinions, values and beliefs 
✓ Cultivate and maintain an environment rooted in trust, support, and respect 
✓ Listen carefully, keep an open mind, have a sense of humor – speaking up >  sitting idle 
✓ Focus your energy – environment and atmosphere predominantly depend on you 

 

Grading 
Weighting 

18 Week Grade: Assessments = 65% Classwork = 15% 
 

 

Semester Grade: 18 Week Grade = 80% Final Exam= 20%  
 

Grading Scale 
Scale:   100 – 90 = A 89 – 80 = B 79 – 70 = C 69 – 60 = D 

 
Track your progress through the web module and see me with questions as necessary. And please, for your 
sanity and mine, don’t wait until the last minute to voice concerns about your grade. A little communication 
and self-advocacy can go a long way.   



Anticipated Units* 
✓ Introduction and Acculturation (~1 week) 

✓ Personal Narratives (~3 weeks) 

✓ The Myth of the Model Family (~3 weeks) 

✓ The Myth of Education and Empowerment (~3 weeks) 

✓ The Myth of Individual Opportunity (~ 3 weeks) 

✓ Introduction to Technical Writing (~2weeks) 

✓ Reports and Proposals (~3 weeks) 

✓ Myths of Gender (~3 weeks) 

✓ The Myth of the Melting Pot (~3 weeks) 

✓ Job-Application Materials (~3 weeks) 

✓ Podcasts (~3 weeks) 

*All units, content, and timelines subject to change at instructor discretion. 
 

Required Texts 
 

Title/Author(s) Edition ISBN #s 

Rereading America: Cultural Contexts for Critical Thinking and Writing 
Gary Colombo, Robert Cullen, and Bonnie Lisle 
 

10 10: 1457699214 
13: 978-1457699214 
 

Everything's an Argument (with readings) 
Andrea A. Lunsford, John J. Ruskiewicz, and Keith Walters 

7 10: 1319016324 
13: 978-1319016326 
 

The Little Seagull Handbook (with exercises + eBook)  
Richard Bullock, Michael Brody, and Francine Weinberg 
 

3 10: 0393646394 
13: 978-0393646399 

Who Says? — The Writer's Research [2nd Semester Only] 
Deborah H. Holdstein and Danielle Aquiline 
 

2 10: 0190633476 
13: 978-0190633479 

 

Turnitin.com Registration 
 

 1st Period 2nd Period 7th Period 
Class ID 18696428 18696443 18696451 

Password brook1 brook2 brook7 

 

Code of Conduct 
All policies in the PNHS Student Handbook apply to this class. Dual credit students are also beholden to the 
JJC Code of Conduct. Violations will be documented and addressed through proper channels. 
 

Closing Thought 
A final and crucial note about this course cribbed from an old David Foster Wallace syllabus (a note that he 
cribbed from another professor’s syllabus) that exemplifies my thoughts on your role in this class:  By and 
large, “This is a discussion-based course; it is not a lecture course. What we learn will be primarily driven by 
the questions, comments, ideas, and energies you bring to our discussions.” In other words, you will learn 
through actively engaging the material we consume and through actively engaging each other. I hope you find 
this to be an environment that encourages you to speak your mind, ask questions, object, criticize, interact 
with others, and expands your worldview. 
 
 
 

All your questions can be answered, if that is what you want.  
But once you learn your answers, you can never unlearn them. 

~ Neil Gaiman 


