
English IV – Course Syllabus, 2018-2019 
 

“If you dare nothing, then when the day is over, nothing is all you will have gained.” 
 ― Neil Gaiman 

 
Teacher: Mr. Brook Email: hbrook@psd202.org 
  

Course Objectives 
Students will interpret and analyze multiple complex literary and informative texts independently and proficiently 
to evaluate author purpose and approach. They will synthesize information and evidence from diverse media 
sources to communicate findings in various well-organized and audience appropriate formats. Through both 
written and verbal expression, students will construct unique arguments, appropriate to style and task, that present 
substantive ideas rooted in analysis, reflection, and research that demonstrate a strong command of Standard 
English grammar and elevated academic language. 
 

Coursework Overview 

OUTCOME A: Power of Storytelling OUTCOME B: Arguing a Case 

Students will compose a personal narrative that expresses 
their strengths, achievements, or experiences that make 
them unique. 
 
Readings 
• The Glass Castle (Walls) 
• “Salvation” (Hughes) 
•  “Indian Education” (Alexie) 
• “Me Talk Pretty One Day” (Sedaris) 
 
Writing 
• Personal Essay (a.k.a. “College Essay”) 
• Journals/Free-writes 

 

Students will create a well-developed essay that 
explores an ethical problem that exists in society. 
 
 
Readings 
• Doubt by John Patrick Shanley 
• Assorted current events articles 
 
Writing/Speaking 
• Conspiracy Theory Presentations 
• Editorial (Essay) 
 

OUTCOME C: Cause and Effect Relationships OUTCOME D: Inspirational Argument 

In a well-developed essay, students will investigate either 
the causes or the effects of an action, condition, event, or 
situation and create a document that explores the causes 
or effects of their topic. 
 
Readings 
•  “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” (LeGuin) 
• Choice Novel*: 

o Reservation Blues (Alexie) 
o The Rapture of Canaan (Reynolds) 
o One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (Kesey) 

 
 

* May require student purchase 
 

Students will utilize a topic and outline to verbally and 
visually present their argument in a five-minute 
presentation emulating a TED/Ignite Talk 
 
 
Readings/Viewings 
• A Thousand Splendid Suns (Hossein)** 
• Various TED/Ignite Talks 
 
Writing/Speaking 
• Journals 
• TED/Ignite Talk outline 
• TED/Ignite Talk 

** Student purchase 

 

Grading 
Each assignment will have a point value. Rather than all points simply accumulating throughout the semester, 
assignments will be weighed in the following manner: 
 

Weighting 
18 Week Grade: Classwork = 15% Assessments = 65% 

Semester Grade: 18 Week Grade = 80% Final Exam= 20% 



 

Grading Scale 
Scale:   100 – 90 = A 89 – 80 = B 79 – 70 = C 69 – 60 = D 

 

Turnitin.com Registration 

 4th Period 6th Period 

Class ID 18696476 18696489 

Password brook4 brook6 

 
Major Assessments 

Your learning will be assessed through a variety of essays, discussions, presentations, and tests.  It is important to 
note that very few of these will be the traditional (and easy) multiple-choice style tests.  It’s more about deep 
thinking, analysis, and plenty of writing.  
 

Semester One 
✓ Personal Essay – Many of you are starting the college application process.  This can be overwhelming!  It’s 

normal to be completely stressed out about this; if that’s you, you’re not alone.  One of the most 
intimidating part of applying is writing the college application essay.  The worst mistake you can make is to 
put together a boring, résumé-sounding expository essay.  The first major assessment of the class (whether 
you’re going to college or not), is to write a personal essay that you will use if you need a college application 
essay.    

✓ Novel and Drama Essay Tests – When you read a novel (or a play—you will do both first semester), a 
multiple-choice test does not give you ample opportunity to examine what the author did in his or her 
work; nor does it give me the opportunity to explore your thoughts on the work’s theme, character 
development, or writing styles.  Essay questions, however, tell me so much more about how much you 
understand.  Most tests in this class will be essay tests, so buy and extra notebook and some more pens! 

✓ Editorial – Gone are the days of the traditional “research essay;” you will learn to use research only to 
support your own arguments, presented in your own writer’s voice. 
 

Semester Two 

✓ Cause or Effect Essay – We will continue to explore and develop our own unique writer’s voice; this is my 
core focus for the entire year.  While this essay is analytic in nature, it does not require research.   

✓ Novel Essay Tests – See above; the novel tests are the same as first semester’s tests but for different books. 
✓ TED/Ignite Talk – TED/Ignite Talks are the best thing we do all year. It’s the best thing we do all four years 

in English, actually. It’s a mini-TED talk, in a nutshell. The idea is “enlighten us but make it quick.”  It’s not 
your typical speech! (You’re just going to have to trust me on this for now.) 

 

Late Work 
Late assignments won’t earn full credit. Parents/guardians will be notified on the due date of major assignments 
that you don’t hand in. In the case of speeches, if not prepared on the schedule due date there will be a 50% points 
deduction. If there are genuine extenuating circumstances, please talk to me before your work is late! There’s not 
much I can do to help you after the fact.  
 

Communication 

I am available to answer questions and to help you even after school ends. Email me when you need help. Usually I 
reply quickly, even when off the clock, but there are times that I am unable to answer e-mails.   
 
Since you are going to be on your own next year, get into the habit now of communicating directly rather than 
through your parents.  
 


