
Monday, September 25th  

I. The Roman Republic  

 

  A.  Legendary founding of Rome in 753 B.C.E. 

    1.  Etruscan rule 

    2.  C. 509 B.C.E. creation of republic 

 a.  Military organization 

 b.  Elected officials, system of checks and balances 

 

  B.  Conquest of Italy 396–264 B.C.E. 

 

  C.  Punic Wars 

    1.  Rivalry of Carthage 

    2.  First Punic War 264–241 B.C.E.; Roman conquest of Sicily 

    3.  Second Punic War 219–202 B.C.E. 

 a.  The threat of Hannibal (247–183 B.C.E.) 

    4.  Third Punic War 149–146 B.C.E.; destruction of Carthage 

 

  D.  Conquests in Europe and Near East 

 

Your group will be presenting a PowerPoint/Prezi presentation on the following outline.  

 Choose two parts (A, B, C, or D) of the timeline that your group wants to focus on.   

Make sure you read up on that section in Chapter 6 between pages 163 and 201.   

We will work in Lab 429 today to begin, but the rest will need to be completed outside of class.  

Outline based presentation with images and/or video clips. 

Your group will need to provide one primary source that relates directly to your section that you are presenting.   

The primary source will be analyzed by the students using the S.O.A.P.S. Tone method.   

 

 



Tuesday, September 26th  

II. Social world of the late Republic  
 

A. Social War and extension of Roman citizenship to Italians 
 

  B.  Patron/client relationship 

    1.  Protection/dependence as social glue 

 

  C.  Family 

    1.  Power of paterfamilias 

    2.  Position of women in Roman society 

 

  D.  Struggle of the Orders 494–440 B.C.E. 

    1.  Patrician v. plebeian 

    2.  Limitations on absolute power of the rich 

 

  E.  The late Republican struggle between nobles and the poor 

    1.  Ruin of small farmers in constant wars 

    2.  Consolidation of enormous rural estates      

3.  Extremes of wealth and poverty in Rome 

    4.  Great reform effort: the Gracchi (130s and 120s B.C.E.) 

 

  F.  “Bread and circuses” 

 

  G.  Slaves 

    1.  Very widespread slavery 

    2.  Three great slave revolts 

Your group will be presenting a PowerPoint/Prezi presentation on the following outline.  

 Choose two parts (A, B, C,  D, E, F, or G) of the timeline that your group wants to focus on.   

Make sure you read up on that section in Chapter 6 between pages 163 and 201.   

We will work in Lab 429 today to begin, but the rest will need to be completed outside of class.  

Outline based presentation with images and/or video clips. 

Your group will need to provide one primary source that relates directly to your section that you are presenting.   

The primary source will be analyzed by the students using the S.O.A.P.S. Tone method.   



Tuesday, September 26th   

III. Military might  

   

A.  Militarism = central to Roman ideology 

 

  B.  Generals as politicians 

    1.  Marian reform of army: recruitment of propertyless soldiers 

    2.  New dependence of soldiers on their generals 

  

 C.  First Triumvirate 

    1.  Rise of G. Julius Caesar 

    2.  Conquest of Gaul 

    3.  Caesar as dictator 

  

 D.  Octavian - Antony civil war for sole control of Roman state 

 

Your group will be presenting a PowerPoint/Prezi presentation on the following outline.  

 Choose two parts (A, B, C, or D) of the timeline that your group wants to focus on.   

Make sure you read up on that section in Chapter 6 between pages 163 and 201.   

We will work in Lab 429 today to begin, but the rest will need to be completed outside of class.  

Outline based presentation with images and/or video clips. 

Your group will need to provide one primary source that relates directly to your section that you are presenting.   

The primary source will be analyzed by the students using the S.O.A.P.S. Tone method.   

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, September 27th  

IV. From Republic to Empire  

 

  A.  Establishment of the principate 

    1.  Octavian (Augustus Caesar) as sole ruler 30 B.C.E.–14 C.E. 

 a.  Rule of Augustus as “golden age” 

    2.  Augustus as imperator 

    3.  Further conquests 

 

  B.  Economic life in the Empire 

    1.  Exploitation of subject peoples 

    2.  The problem of decadence 

    3.  Flourishing of trade and administrative cities 

    4.  Luxury trade and its profits 

 

Your group will be presenting a PowerPoint/Prezi presentation on the following outline.  

 Choose both parts of the timeline that your group wants to focus on.   

Make sure you read up on that section in Chapter 6 between pages 163 and 201.   

We will work in Lab 429 today to begin, but the rest will need to be completed outside of class.  

Outline based presentation with images and/or video clips. 

Your group will need to provide one primary source that relates directly to your section that you are presenting.   

The primary source will be analyzed by the students using the S.O.A.P.S. Tone method.   

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday, September 27th  

V. Roman culture  
 

A. The deep influence of Greece 

 

 

B. Virgil and the rhetoric of greatness 

 

 

C. Stoicism 

 

  D.  Roman religion 

    1.  Greco-Roman polytheism 

    2.  Addition of a cult of deified emperors 

    3.  Tolerance of all religions that weren’t harmful to the state 

    4.  Triumph of Christianity 

 a.  Persecution 

 b.  Constantine and the Peace of the Church 

 c.  Outlawing of polytheism 394 C.E. 

 

Your group will be presenting a PowerPoint/Prezi presentation on the following outline.  

 Choose two parts (A, B, C, or D) of the timeline that your group wants to focus on.   

Make sure you read up on that section in Chapter 6 between pages 163 and 201.   

We will work in Lab 429 today to begin, but the rest will need to be completed outside of class.  

Outline based presentation with images and/or video clips. 

Your group will need to provide one primary source that relates directly to your section that you are presenting.   

The primary source will be analyzed by the students using the S.O.A.P.S. Tone method.   

 

 



Friday, September 29th  

VI. Transformation of the Roman Empire  

 

  A.  The problem of “barbarians” 

    1.  Celts 

    2.  Germans 

    3.  Steppe peoples, especially Huns 

 

  B.  Dismemberment of Empire 

    1.  Plague 

    2.  Third-century crisis: series of invasions 

    3.  Division into eastern and western empires 

    4.  Settlement of Germans within Empire as “federates” 

    5.  410 sack of Rome 

    6.  476 abdication of last western emperor 

 

  C.  Causes for the “fall” 

    1.  Military = too expensive for its economic base 

    2.  No fixed system of imperial succession 

    3.  Germans 

 

Your group will be presenting a PowerPoint/Prezi presentation on the following outline.  

 Choose two parts (A, B, or C) of the timeline that your group wants to focus on.   

Make sure you read up on that section in Chapter 6 between pages 163 and 201.   

We will work in Lab 429 today to begin, but the rest will need to be completed outside of class.  

Outline based presentation with images and/or video clips. 

Your group will need to provide one primary source that relates directly to your section that you are presenting.   

The primary source will be analyzed by the students using the S.O.A.P.S. Tone method.   

 



Friday, September 29th  

VII. Eastern Roman Empire (Byzantine Empire) 
 

A. Surival of eastern empire 

 

  B.  Resurgence under Justinian I (r. 527–565 C.E.) 

    1.  Justinian Code 

    2.  Reconquest of much of the West 

 

  C.  Religious Disputes 

    1.  Monophysites 

    2.  Iconoclasm 

 

D. Build-up of strong Byzantine bureaucracy 
 

Your group will be presenting a PowerPoint/Prezi presentation on the following outline.  

 Choose two parts (A, B, C, or D) of the timeline that your group wants to focus on.   

Make sure you read up on that section in Chapter 6 between pages 163 and 201.   

We will work in Lab 429 today to begin, but the rest will need to be completed outside of class.  

Outline based presentation with images and/or video clips. 

Your group will need to provide one primary source that relates directly to your section that you are presenting.   

The primary source will be analyzed by the students using the S.O.A.P.S. Tone method.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



S.O.A.P.S. Tone Document Analysis 
The SOAPS Tone Document Analysis allows students to trace an examination of a document using the seven 

components listed. This approach to analysis is relevantly used in poetry, speeches, short stories, newspaper 

articles, and countless other documents. Remember, all components of this approach MUST be supported from 

the text and MUST be backed up by the words from the text. 

 

 

Speaker 
Who is the speaker who produced this piece? What is their background and why are they making the points they 

are making? Is there a bias in what was written? You must be able to cite evidence from the text that supports 

your answer. No independent research is allowed on the speaker. You must “prove” your answer based on the 

text. 

 

Occasion 
What is the Occasion? In other words, the time and place of the piece. What promoted the author to write this 

piece? How do you know from the text? What event led to its publication or development? It is particularly 

important that students understand the context that encouraged the writing to happen. 

 

Audience 
Who is the Audience? This refers to the group of readers to whom this piece is directed. The audience may be 

one person, a small group or a large group; it may be a certain person or a certain people. What assumptions can 

you make about the audience? Is it mixed racial/sex group? What social class? What political party? Who was 

the document created for and how do you know? Are there any words or phrases that are unusual or different? 

Does the speaker use language the specific for a unique audience? Does the speaker evoke God? Nation? 

Liberty? History? Hell? How do you know? Why is the speaker using this type of language? 

 

Purpose 
What is the purpose? Meaning, the reason behind the text. In what ways does he convey this message? How 

would you perceive the speaker giving this speech? What is the document saying? What is the emotional state 

of the speaker? How is the speaker trying to spark a reaction in the audience? What words or phrases show the 

speaker’s tone? How is the document supposed to make you feel? This helps you examine the argument or its 

logic. 

 

Subject 
What is the subject of the document? The general topic, content, and ideas contained in the text. How do you 

know this? How has the subject been selected and presented? And presented by the author? 

 

Tone 
What is the attitude of the speaker based on the text? What is the attitude a writer takes towards this subject or 

character: is it serious, humorous, sarcastic, ironic, satirical, tongue-in-cheek, solemn, objective? How do you 

know? Where in the text does it support your answer? 
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