
Era of Revolutions



The Age of Enlightenment:

Philosophes



The Characteristics of the Enlightenment

1. Rationalism  reason is the arbiter of all things.

2. Cosmology  a new concept of man, his

existence on earth, & the

place of the earth in the

universe.

3. Secularism  application of the methods of

science to religion philosophy.



The Characteristics of the Enlightenment
4. Scientific Method

 Mathematical analysis

 Experimentation

 Inductive reasoning.

5. Utilitarianism  the greatest good for 

the greatest number.

6. Tolerance  No opinion is worth 

burning your neighbor for.



The Characteristics of the Enlightenment

7. Optimism & Self-Confidence

 The belief that man is intrinsically good.

 The belief in social progress.

8. Freedom

 Of thought and expression.

 Bring liberty to all men (modern battle against 

absolutism).

9. Education of the Masses



The Characteristics of the Enlightenment

10.Legal Reforms

 Justice, kindness, and charity  no torture or 

indiscriminant incarceration.

 Due process of law. 

11.Constitutionalism

 Written constitutions  listing citizens, rights.

12.Cosmopolitanism.



The “Enlightened” Individual The Philosophe

►Not really original thinkers as a whole, 

but were great publicists of the new thinking  CHANGE & PROGRESS!

►They were students of society who analyzed its evils and advanced reforms.



 All humans were naturally selfish 
and wicked, therefore governments 
must keep order.

 People should hand over their rights 
to a strong ruler. This was what 
Hobbes called a social contract.

 Strong ruler should have total power 
(an absolute monarchy).

 This powerful government with 
awesome power is what he called a 
leviathan (sea monster) therefore he 
titled his book Leviathan (1651).

Thomas Hobbes



Thomas Hobbes

 Empiricism

 theory of knowledge that 
asserts that knowledge 
comes only or primarily from 
sensory experience

"All that is real is material, 
and what is not material is 

not real." – Hobbes



Thomas Hobbes

 Government

"[Early man was] solitary, poor, nasty, 
brutish, and short... [and in a constant 
state of] warre, [living in] continual fear 
and danger of violent death.“ – Leviathan

 Absolute monarchy sent by God to help 
mankind

 Hobbes' concepts used to justify colonialization



Thomas Hobbes

 Quotes
 “It is not wisdom but Authority that makes a law.”

 “Curiosity is the lust of the mind.”

 “The condition of man... is a condition of war of 
everyone against everyone.”

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/thomashobb378768.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/thomashobb152824.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/thomashobb384485.html


John Locke

 People were reasonable 
(though still selfish) and had 
the natural rights to life, 
liberty, and property.

 Purpose of government is to 
protect these natural rights.

 Government power comes 
from the consent of the 
people.



John Locke

 The forefather of our 
forefathers

 Attacked by Charles II

 Friend of Newton

 Influential in American 
revolution



John Locke

 Government

 Second treatise of Civil Government

 Chaos without government

 God gave mankind natural rights

 Life, liberty, pursuit of property

 Innate goodness of mankind led to 
formation of governments

 Governments, which were formed by 
the people, must guarantee the rights 
of the people

 People have a right to rebel against 
tyrannies



"For God having given man an 
understanding to direct his actions, 
has allowed him a freedom of will, 
and liberty of acting, as properly 
belonging thereunto, within the 
bounds of that law he is under."

– John Locke, Two Treatises of Government



"The legislative power is put into the hands of 
diverse persons who duly assembled, have by 
themselves, or jointly with others, a power to 
make laws, which when they have done, being 
separated again, they are themselves subject to 
the laws, they have made; ... but because the 
laws, that are at once, and in a short time made, 
have a constant and lasting force, and need a 
perpetual execution, or an attendance thereunto: 
therefore 'tis necessary there should be a power 
always in being, which should see to the 
execution of the laws that are made, and remain 
in force.  And thus the legislative and executive 
power come often to be separated."

– John Locke, Two Treatises of Government



Voltaire (1712-1778)
AKA  Francois Marie Arouet.

 Wrote more than 70 books of 
political essays, philosophy, 
and drama.

 Used satire against his 
enemies, especially the 
clergy.

 Beliefs:
 Tolerance
 Reason
 Freedom of religious belief
 Freedom of speech



Voltaire’s “Wisdom”

 It is dangerous to be right when the  government is wrong.

 Judge of a man by his questions rather than by his answers.

 Prejudice is opinion without judgment.



Montesqieu (1689-1755)
 Believed Britain was the 

best-governed and most 
politically balanced country 
of his own day.

 Proposed the “separation 
of powers” between 
executive, legislative, and 
judicial branches of 
government.

 Proposed “checks and 
balances.”



Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778)
 Passionately committed to 

individual freedom.

 Believed man was born free 
and good but easily corrupted.

 Man is born free, yet everywhere he is 
in chains.
 The concept of the ”Noble 

Savage.”
 Believed the only good 

government was the “general 
will” or direct democracy.



"The English people believe itself to 
be free; it is gravely mistaken; it is 
only free during election of members 
of parliament; as soon as members 
are elected, the people are enslaved; 
it is nothing.  In the brief moment of 
its freedom, the English people 
makes such a use of that freedom 
that it deserves to lose it."

– Rousseau



Marquis de Condorcet (1743-1794)
►Progress of the Human Mind, 1794

 An expectation of universal 
happiness.

 Every individual guided by reason 
could enjoy true independence.

 He advocated a free and equal 
education, constitutionalism, and 
equal rights for women.



Denis Diderot (1713-1784)

► All things must be 

examined, debated, 

investigated without 

exception and without 

regard for anyone’s 

feelings.

► We will speak against 

senseless laws until 

they are reformed; 

and, while we wait, we 

will abide by them.



Cesare Bonesana Beccaria
(1738-1794)

 Beliefs
 Laws existed to preserve 

social order, not avenge 
crime.

 Accused should receive 
speedy trials.

 Torture should never be used.

 Degree of punishment should 
match seriousness of crime.

 Capital punishment (death 
penalty) should be abolished.



Mary Wollstonecraft (1759-1797)

 Women should be equally 
educated along with men.

 Women should enter 
professions traditionally 
dominated by men like 
medicine and politics.

 Wrote A Vindication of 
the Rights of Woman



Thomas Paine (1737-1809)
► Common Sense, 1776

► The Rights of Man, 1791



The American “Philosophes”

John Adams

(1745-1826)
Ben Franklin

(1706-1790)

Thomas

Jefferson

(1743-1826)

…...…life, liberty, and the pursuit of 

happiness…………...


