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Click on each one of the links below to find out information on each of the different social 
classes of France. Once you look at each slide describing the different social classes click 
either the “back to the old regime button or the continue button on each slide. After you 

are done discovering the different social classes, click the continue button below.

Continue



• Owned 10% of the land

•Collected tithes (typically 1/10 of 
church goers earnings)

•Paid no taxes to the state

Go Back to the Old Regime



•Privileged order

•Held highest position in government, 
Church, and army

•Were exempt from most taxes

•Owned ¼ to 1/3 of the land

•Opposed reform

Go Back to the Old Regime



• Were merchants, 
manufactures, wholesale 
merchants, master 
craftsmen, lawyers, doctors, 
and government officials

•Lacked social prestige 

•Owned 20% of the land

•Were denied access to 
noble status

Go Back to the Old Regime



•Some owned land but they 
lived in poverty

•Owned 30-40% of the land

•Many did not own land but 
rented

Continue on with 
Peasantry



•Hired themselves out wherever 
employment was available

•Others were share-croppers 
(system of agriculture where 
landowner allows tenants to 
farm on land share crop 
produced on that land)

Continue on with 
Peasantry



Louis XIV

•Louis XVI maintained his grandeur 
and finances by taxing the poor and 
using an army to victimize the poor

•The poor also had to pay tithe to the 
church

Go Back to the Old Regime



•Included journey men, 
master craftsmen, factory 
workers, and wage earners 

Go Back to the Old Regime



•Cost of living increased 62% from 
1788-89 and wages only rose 22%



Click on the link below that says the Enlightenment and American Revolution, which 
will connect you to an internet page. Once you are on that page, scroll down to the 

bottom and read about the Enlightenment and also the American Revolution’s 
influence on the French Revolution.

The 
Enlightenment 
and American 

Revolution

http://www.historyguide.org/intellect/lecture11a.html
http://www.historyguide.org/intellect/lecture11a.html




• Each estate drew up lists of 
grievances 

•Many nobles had wishes to 
maintain their manorial rights

•Bourgeoisie and peasants  
both called for the 
establishment of a National 
Assembly to establish consent 
to taxation,  the surrender of 
tax exemption of the nobility, 
rights of liberty, and freedom of 
the press



• In order to control the assembly, 
nobility insisted on having all three 
estates vote separately

•The privileged groups would vote a 
particular way leaving the third 
estate would be out voted two to 
one

2 to 1
•The third estate would 
have to rely on the 
sympathy of the clergy 
to pass resolutions



•The aristocracy was at a 
stalemate in making the 
decision about the 
National Assembly

•The third estate declared 
that the clergy and 
nobility could meet 
together

•If they refused, the third 
estate would go on 
without them



•One June 17, 1789 the third estate declared itself the 
National Assembly



•June 20, 1789 the third 
estate was locked out of 
their hall and moved over to 
a tennis court to meet

•They took an oath here that 
they would not disband until 
a constitution had been 
drawn up



•Some nobles and members of 
the clergy supported the Third 
Estate

•They successfully challenged 
the nobility and defied the king

•Institutional reforms such as 
drawing up a constitution to 
protect the peoples rights and 
also limiting the kings power 
were put into place by the 
assembly 

•After recognizing that France 
was on the brink of a social 
revolution, many nobles 
reversed their support and 
sided with the king 





Level of tension high 
for three reasons:

1. Estate generals 
aroused hopes for 

reform

2. Price of bread 
was soaring

3. Fear of 
Aristocracy plotting 

to destroy the 
Assembly



• On July 14 Partisans gathered in front of the Bastille



• Fearing an attack, the 
Governor Bernard Jordan de 
Launay of the Bastille ordered 
that his men fire into the 
crowd

• 98 people were killed and 
63 people were wounded

• When the tables turned and 
cannons were aimed at the 
Bastille, Launay surrendered 



• The fall of the Bastille represents that the old Regime had 
fallen, the court of nobles hostile to the revolution would flee 
the country, and the king grew frightened and withdrew his 
troops from Paris.

•JULY 14 – BASTILLE DAY – NATIONAL HOLIDAY



•National Assembly 
successfully pushed 
through the 
Declaration of the 
Rights of Man and the 
August Decrees

•This successfully 
ended the Old Regime



Problems worsened:

The cost of bread 
was rising

Peasants worried 
that beggars would 

seize crops

Number of hungry 
beggars wandering 
the road increased





•The San-culottes (shop keeper, artisans, 
wage earners) demanded an increase in 
their wages, price control on food, end of 
food shortages, and to deal with the 
counter-revolutionists severely

•The bourgeoisie wanted the 
poor to have a voice in the 
government 



Versus

•Despite the pressures exerted by 
the reactionary nobility and clergy 
and the unhappy sans-culotte and 
bourgeoisie on the other, the 
revolution may not have taken the 
radical turn, had France remained 
at peace



•Fearing revolutions of 
their own, war broke 
out between Austria 
and Prussia in April of 
1792 due to internal 
problems, worsening 
economic conditions, 
and threats of undoing 
the reforms of the 
revolution 



•Fear of War from neighboring countries

•Fear of Nobles terrorizing peasants

•Peasants broke into nobles’ manors

•Parisian women, with knives, axes, and other weapons marched to Versailles

•Demanded bread from the National Assembly

•Broke into the palace to demand Louis XVI and Antoinette to return to Paris



• June 1791, Louis XVI and his family 
fled Paris dressed in disguise to join 
the emigres (nobles who had left 
revolutionary France to organize a 
counter-revolutionary army) to rally 
foreign support against the revolution

•They were discovered by a village 
postmaster in Varennes and were 
brought back to Paris virtually as 
prisoners

•The kings’ flight turned many against 
the monarchy which strengthened the 
support of the radicals who wanted to 
do away with the king to establish a 
republic



•On September 21 and 22 of 
1792, the Nation Convention 
(successor of the National 
Assembly) abolished the 
monarch and established a 
republic

•In December 1792, Louis XVI 
was placed on trial and in 
January 1793 he was executed

•Louis XVI execution was the 
conformation that the revolution 
was taking a radical turn



•April 20, 1792. the Legislative Assembly 
declared war on Austria

•A combined Prussia and Austrian army 
crossed into France

•The French soldiers were short on arms 
and were poorly led and could not halt 
the enemy’s advancement



•The war continued but the enemy 
forces were not able to reach Paris 
because of bad weather and short 
supplies

•The National Convention declared that 
it was going to  wage a crusade against 
tyranny, princes, and aristocrats

•The French expansion threatened the 
rulers of Europe

•Urged by Britain, in the spring of 1793 
the formation of the anti-French alliance 
and more forces pressed in on French 
borders

•Counter-Revolutionary insurrections 
continued to further undermine the 
beginning republic



•Leadership began to grow more radical 

•The Jacobins replaced the Girondins  
as the dominant group in the Nation 
Convention

•Jacobins wanted a strong central gov’t 

•They continued to work for reform and 
had great enthusiasm for democracy

•They created a new Declaration of 
Rights which gave all males the right to 
vote and abolished slavery

•They implemented the law of 
maximum which fixed prices  on bread 
and other essential goods

•Made it easier for poor to buy up 
property that was previously owned by 
the nobility



•The Jacobins enforced the 
draft for unmarried men 
between eighteen and 
twenty-five years old

•They were able to equip 
and army of over 800,000 
men

•Began to evoke a sense of 
nationalism with the French 
people





•Maximilien Robespierre was an active Jacobin

•He wished to create a better society

•Robespierre and his followers began executing 
anyone who the felt was an enemy of the republic 
which were Girondins who challenged Jacobin 
authority, federalists who opposed a strong central 
gov’t , counter-revolutionists, and those who hid food

•Robespierre and his followers did not use the 
guillotine for they were blood thirsty but instead 
wished to establish a temporary dictatorship to save 
the republic from revolution

•Of the 500,000 people who were imprisoned, 16,000 
were sentenced to death by guillotine and 20,000 died 
in prison before they could be tried



•Opponents of Robespierre, afraid of the their 
own beheading by the guillotine, arrested him 
and some of his supporters

•On July 28, 1794 Robespierre was guillotined

•After Robespierre’s fall, the Jacobin's 
dismantled and left the control of the republic in 
the hands of the bourgeoisie 

•Military and dominant powers began to grow 
and power began to be placed in the hands of 
the generals, until the revolution would enter 
another stage with the rule of…





All of the information for this PowerPoint presentation was taken 
from:
Western Civilization: Ideas, Politics, and Society by Marvin Perry, 
Myrna Chase, James Jacob, and Theodore Von Laue


