


 Japan had a severe lack of natural resources. 

 Nearby Manchuria had plenty of coal, plus 
industries and ports.

 China had already been carved up by the 
Western powers. Why shouldn’t Japan do the 
same?

 1910 Japan moved into Korea.



 The Emperor Showa of 
Japan.  His reign was 
called "Showa", or 
"Radiating Peace“

 He had complete control 
over, and commanded 
complete loyalty from 
his subjects.

 He began a military 
buildup with several 
attacks on China and a 
dream of Pacific 
domination



The 1930s were years 
of fear in Japan, 
characterized by the 
resurgence of right-
wing patriotism, the 
weakening of 
democratic forces, 
domestic terrorist 
violence (including an 
assassination attempt 
on the emperor in 
1932), and stepped-up 
military aggression 
abroad



Japan

• In 1931, 
Japan seized 
Manchuria, 
China, for its 
valuable 
coal and 
iron.

• Japan felt that they had the right to start an overseas empire, 
just as European countries such as Britain and France had.

http://go.hrw.com/hrw.nd/gohrw_rls1/pKeywordResults?keyword=st9 japan 1931
http://go.hrw.com/hrw.nd/gohrw_rls1/pKeywordResults?keyword=st9 japan 1931


• The League of Nations failed to help China.

• In 1937, Japan began an all out attack on China, eventually 

conquering Korea and French Indo-China as well.

http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/article.php?lang=en&ModuleId=10005155
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/article.php?lang=en&ModuleId=10005155




 By 1938 There were 1 million Japanese troops 
in China.

 By 1941 2 million troops- but this was still not 
enough. 

 Japan could occupy only key areas and cities. 
 Out of fear they adopted The ‘Three All 

Campaign’  (‘Kill all, burn all, destroy all’)
 She simply didn’t have enough soldiers 

however.
 By 1945 4 million Chinese people had died and 

60 million had been displaced.
 Many Chinese cities lay in ruins.



Imperial Japanese 
expansion up to 1941 

(in brown)



 Much faster and 
more maneuverable 
than any other 
fighter at the time.





 Only a few people realized that old battleships were 
finally made obsolete by the airplane.

 Pacific naval wars were  to be decided by planes from 
ships, not by big guns.





 After V.I. Lenin died 
in 1924, Joseph Stalin 
took control of the 
Soviet Union

 His goals included 
both agricultural and 
industrial growth 

 Stalin hoped to 
transform the USSR
from a backward rural 
nation to a major 
industrial power 

Stalin (right), shown here with Lenin, 
ruled Russia with an iron fist for 

nearly 30 years



 In the first year of his 
“5-year plan” Stalin 
placed all economic 
activity under strict 
state control 

 By 1937, Stalin had 
achieved his goal–
USSR was the world’s 
2nd largest industrial 
power

This 1932 poster championed the 
Soviet Defense industry 



 In his desire to purge 
(eliminate) anyone 
who threatened his 
power, Stalin was 
responsible for the 
deaths of 8 – 13 
million of his own 
Soviet citizens

 Millions more died of 
famine caused by his 
economic policies

Labor camp workers in Siberia --
Stalin sent millions of political 

prisoners to labor camps



 By 1939, Stalin firmly 
established a 
totalitarian 
government in the 
USSR

 In a totalitarian state 
the government 
suppresses all 
opposition and has 
strict control over the 
citizens who have no 
civil rights In totalitarian states citizens are 

expected to treat the dictator with 
adoration





 While Stalin was 
consolidating his power in 
the Soviet Union, Benito 
Mussolini was 
establishing a totalitarian 
regime in Italy

 Mussolini seized power, 
taking advantage of high 
unemployment, inflation 
and a middle-class fear of 
Communism 



• Fascist dictator Benito 

Mussolini seized power in 

Italy in 1922.

Fascists in Italy

Benito Mussolini, 1936

- He controlled the press and 

banned criticism of the 

government.

- He controlled the press and 

banned criticism of the 

government.

Mussolini’s policies:



* Promising Italians 

greatness, Mussolini 

invaded and conquered 

Ethiopia in 1935.

Hailie Selassie,      

Emperor of Ethiopia

* The League of Nations 

failed to help Ethiopia.

http://history.sandiego.edu/gen/ww2timeline/Prelude05a.html




· 1938 –

Germany 

annexed Austria.

War in Europe

· 1936 – German 

troops move into 

the Rhineland, 

bordering France 

and Belgium.

* Both of these 

actions violated 

the Versailles 

Treaty.

http://www.redruth.cornwall.sch.uk/
http://www.redruth.cornwall.sch.uk/


The Rhineland was a 

region of Germany that 

was ‘demilitarised’ after 

the Treaty of Versailles. 

Germany was not 

allowed to have troops 

in the region. 

Hitler’s actions showed 

how he was willing to 

directly challenge the 

treaty.



Again, this went 

against the terms of 

the Treaty of Versailles 

which banned 

Germany from uniting 

with Austria. 

However, the arrival of 

German troops was 

met with great 

enthusiasm by many 

Austrian people.



· 1938 – Germany claimed the Sudetenland, a part of 

Czechoslovakia.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/bitesize/higher/history/roadwar/munich1_rev.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/bitesize/higher/history/roadwar/munich1_rev.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/bitesize/higher/history/roadwar/munich1_rev.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/education/bitesize/higher/history/roadwar/munich1_rev.shtml


A Sudetenland woman 

weeps tears of joy when 

German troops enter 

the territory. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Anschlusstears.gif
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Anschlusstears.gif


Before signing the Munich agreement. From left to right: 

Chamberlain, Daladier, Hitler, Mussolini, Ciano

· Sept. 1938 – At the Munich Conference, Hitler invited the 

leaders of Britain and France to Germany and assured them 

that he wanted no more territory.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Munich_agreement.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Munich_agreement.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Munich_agreement
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neville_Chamberlain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daladier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hitler
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mussolini
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ciano


* Britain and France 

gave into Germany 

hoping that it would 

avoid warfare. This 

was known as 

appeasement.

Soviet poster of the 

1930's by 

Kukryniksy on the 

Munich agreement. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Munchen1.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Munchen1.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kukryniksy




* However, in 1939, 

Germany invaded the rest 

of Czechoslovakia anyway!





http://www.medienkritikonline.com/adolfwolf.JPG
http://www.medienkritikonline.com/adolfwolf.JPG


 With memories still fresh 
from WWI, most 
Americans believed the 
U.S. should not get 
involved in the increasing 
aggression in Europe 

 Some critics believed 
banks and manufacturers 
were pushing for war 
solely for their own profit

 Critics called them 
“merchants of death”

Some critics felt the U.S. 
might get involved 

solely to make a profit 



 FDR’s polices in the early 
to mid 1930s reflected a 
desire to remain out of the 
growing conflict in Europe

 He recognized the USSR 
diplomatically in 1933 
(exchanged ambassadors)

 He lowered tariffs

 He withdrew armed forces 
from Latin America

FDR and his secretary of State Cordell 
Hull study European political affairs 

very carefully



 Congress, too, pushed 
neutrality

 Congress passed a 
series of Neutrality 
Acts

 The first two acts 
outlawed arms sales or 
loans to nations at war

 The third act outlawed 
arms sales or loans to 
nations fighting civil 
wars

USA

E
u
ro
p
e



Stalin and Hitler

•1939 – In the Nazi-
Soviet Pact, Hitler and 
Stalin agreed not to 
attack one another.

http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/images/s03388u.jpg
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/swann/herblock/images/s03388u.jpg


http://www.johndclare.net/RoadtoWWII8.htm
http://www.johndclare.net/RoadtoWWII8.htm


• Stalin and Hitler also agreed to divide Poland and Eastern 

Europe amongst themselves.

* Two days 

later, Britain 

and France 

declared war 

on Germany.

• September 1, 1939 – Germany invaded Poland without 

having to fear of a Soviet attack.

http://history1900s.about.com/library/holocaust/aa072699.htm
http://history1900s.about.com/library/holocaust/aa072699.htm


 Later in 1939, Stalin 
attacked and 
defeated Finland 
while Hitler 
conquered Norway 
and Denmark



 After occupying 
Poland, Stalin annexed 
the Baltic States of 
Estonia, Latvia and 
Lithuania

 Hitler, meanwhile 
successfully attacked 
the Netherlands, 
Belgium and 
Luxemburg

Time was running out on the 
Allies



 The Maginot Line (a 
series of trenches and 
fortifications built 
along the eastern 
France) proved 
ineffective as Hitler’s 
troops and tanks 
detoured through the 
“impassable” Ardennes 
wooded ravines in NE 
France



 Italy, allied with 
Germany, invaded France 
from the south as the 
Germans closed in on 
Paris from the north

 France surrendered in 
June of 1940

 After France fell, a French 
General named Charles de 
Gaulle fled to England 
and set up a French 
government in exile



KEY 

Red - Nazi occupied and 
controlled

Purple - Nazi controlled 
under Mussolini

Blue - Free country, 
supported by the United 

States

Green - Under the control of 
Josef Stalin of Russia who 

sided with the Nazis in 1939

Yellow - Neutral, but 
greatly influenced by Nazis, 

for example, Spain was 
under the dictatorship of 
General Franco who was 

controlled by Hitler

EUROPE 1940- BRITAIN GOES IT ALONE



 In the summer of 1940 
Germany launched an 
air attack on England 

 The goal was to bomb 
England into 
submission

 Every night for two 
solid months, 
bombers pounded 
British targets: 
airfields, military 
bases and then cities



 The Royal Air Force 
fought back bravely with 
the help of a new device 
called radar

 With radar, British pilots 
could spot German planes 
even in darkness

 The British Spitfire Plane
was instrumental in 
downing 175 Nazi planes 
on September 15, 1940

 Six weeks later, Hitler 
called off the attack on 
England

A Spitfire dogs a German 
Domier Do-17 as it crosses the 

Tower of London



 To support Britain, FDR             
established a “Lend-
Lease Plan” which meant 

the U.S. would lend or lease arms to nations 
whose defense was vital to America

 America was becoming the “Great Arsenal of 
Democracy” supplying weapons to fighting 
democracies 



 In June of 1941, Hitler broke the agreement he made 
with Stalin in 1939

 FDR began sending lend-lease supplies to the USSR
 German U-boats traveled in “wolf packs” at night 

torpedoing weapon shipments headed for the Britain 
and the USSR

 FDR OK’ed U.S. warships to attack German U-boats 
in self-defense



 Late in 1941, FDR and 
Churchill met secretly
and agreed on a series 
of goals for the war

 Among their goals 
were collective 
security, disarmament, 
self-determination, 
economic cooperation 
and freedom of the 
seas

 This “Declaration of 
the United Nations”  
was signed by 26 
nations

FDR, left, and Churchill met aboard the 
battleship U.S.S. Augusta in 

Newfoundland waters



 While tensions with 
Germany mounted, Japan 
launched an attack on an 
American naval base

 Japan had been 
expanding in Asia since 
the late 1930s

 Early on the morning of 
December 7, 1941, Japan 
bombed the largest 
American naval base –
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii



 The surprise raid on Pearl 
Harbor by 180 Japanese 
planes sank or damaged 21 
ships and 300 planes

 The losses constituted more 
than the U.S. Navy had 
suffered in all of WWI

 The next day, FDR 
addressed Congress, 
“Yesterday, December 7, 
1941, (is) a date which will 
live in infamy” 

 The United States declared 
war on Japan and three days 
later Germany and Italy



 Hitler wanted to wipe out 
Stalingrad – a major 
industrial center

 In the summer of 1942, the 
Germans took the 
offensive in the southern 
Soviet Union

 The first great turning 
point was the Battle of 
Stalingrad

Battle of Stalingrad was a huge 
Allied victory 



• For weeks the Germans pressed in on 
Stalingrad

• Then winter set in and the Germans were 
wearing summer uniforms

• The Germans surrendered in January of 
1943

• The Soviets lost more than 1 million men 
in the battle (more than twice the number of 
deaths the U.S. suffered in all the war) 

Wounded in the 
Battle of Stalingrad



 “Operation Torch” –
an invasion of Axis -
controlled North Africa -
-was launched by 
American General 
Dwight D. Eisenhower 
in 1942

 Allied troops landed in 
Casablanca, Oran and 
the Algiers in Algeria

 They sped eastward 
chasing the Afrika Korps
led by German General 
Edwin Rommel 

American tanks roll in the 
deserts of Africa and defeat 

German and Axis forces



 The Italian Campaign got 
off to a good start as the 
Allies easily took Sicily

 At that point King 
Emmanuel III stripped 
Mussolini of his power and 
had him arrested

 However, Hitler’s forces 
continued to resist the 
Allies in Italy

 Heated battles ensued and 
it wasn’t until 1945 that 
Italy was secured by the 
Allies



 Even as the Allies were battling for Italy, they began plans on a 
dramatic invasion of France

 It was known as “Operation Overlord” and the commander was 
American General Dwight D. Eisenhower

 Also called “D-Day,” the operation involved 3 million U.S. & 
British troops and was set for June 6, 1944

Allies sent 
fake coded 
messages 
indicating they 
would attack 
here



 D-Day was the 
largest land-sea-air 
operation in 
military history

 Despite air 
support, German 
retaliation was 
brutal – especially 
at Omaha Beach

 Within a month, 
the Allies had 
landed   1 million 
troops, 567,000 
tons of supplies 
and 170,000 
vehiclesD-Day was an amphibious landing –

soldiers going from sea to land



OMAHA BEACH 6/6/44



Landing at Normandy



Planes drop paratroopers behind enemy lines at Normandy, France



Losses 
were 
extremely 
heavy on 
D-Day



 By September 1944, 
the Allies had freed 
France, Belgium and 
Luxembourg

 That good news – and 
the American’s 
people’s desire not to 
“change horses in 
midstream” – helped 
elect FDR to an 
unprecedented 4th

term

General George Patton (right) 
was instrumental in Allies 

freeing France



 In October 1944, 
Americans captured 
their first German 
town (Aachen)– the 
Allies were closing in

 Hitler responded with 
one last ditch massive 
offensive

 Hitler hoped breaking 
through the Allied 
line would break up 
Allied supply lines



 The battle raged for a 
month – the Germans had 
been pushed back

 Little seemed to have 
changed, but in fact the 
Germans had sustained 
heavy losses 

 Germany lost 120,000 
troops, 600 tanks and 1,600 
planes

 From that point on the 
Nazis could do little but 
retreatThe Battle of the Bulge was 

Germany’s last gasp



 While the British and 
Americans moved 
westward into 
Germany, the Soviets 
moved eastward into 
German-controlled 
Poland

 The Soviets 
discovered many 
death camps that the 
Germans had set up 
within Poland

 The Americans also 
liberated Nazi death 
camps within 
Germany





 By April 25, 1945, the Soviet 
army had stormed Berlin

 In his underground 
headquarters in Berlin, Hitler 
prepared for the end

 On April 29, he married his 
longtime girlfriend Eva 
Braun then wrote a last note 
in which he blamed the Jews 
for starting the war and his 
generals for losing it

 The next day he gave poison 
to his wife and shot himself



 General Eisenhower         
accepted the 
unconditional 
surrender of the 
Third Reich

 On May 8, 1945, the 
Allies celebrated    V-
E Day – victory in 
Europe Day

 The war in Europe 
was finally over





 Japan’s next thrust was 
toward Midway Island 
– a strategic Island 
northwest of Hawaii

 Admiral Chester 
Nimitz, the 
Commander of 
American Naval forces 
in the Pacific, moved to 
defend the Island

 The Americans won a 
decisive victory as 
their planes destroyed 
4  Japanese aircraft 
carriers and 250 planes



•The Battle of Midway was a turning point in the war – soon 
the Allies were island hopping toward Japan



 The Americans 
continued 
leapfrogging across the 
Pacific toward Japan

 Japanese countered by 
employing a new tactic 
– Kamikaze (divine 
wind) attacks 

 Pilots in small bomb-
laden planes would 
crash into Allied ships

In the Battle for the Philippines, 424 
Kamikaze pilots sank 16 ships and 

damaged 80 more 



 General 
MacArthur and 
the Allies next 
turned to the 
Island of Iwo 
Jima

 The island was 
critical to the 
Allies as a base 
for an attack on 
Japan

 It was called the 
most heavily 
defended spot on 
earth

 Allied and 
Japanese forces 
suffered heavy 
casualties

American soldiers plant the flag on 
the Island of Iwo Jima after their 

victory



 In April 1945, U.S. 
marines invaded 
Okinawa

 The Japanese 
unleashed 1,900 
Kamikaze attacks 
sinking 30 ships and 
killing 5,000 seamen

 Okinawa cost the 
Americans 7,600 
marines and the 
Japanese 110,000 
soldiers



• President Roosevelt 
did  not live to see   V-E 
Day
• On April 12, 1945, he 
suffered a stroke and 
died– his VP Harry S 
Truman became the 
nation’s 33rd president



The atom bomb was no great decision. It was 
merely another powerful weapon in the arsenal of 

righteousness.  

~ Harry S. Truman



 Germany started experimenting with Nuclear 
Fission in 1938.

 German scientist Otto Hahn and Fritz Strassman
bombarded Uranium with neutrons and 
discovered Barium atoms.

 Conclusion: Nuclear fission releases a massive 
amount of energy



 By creating a chain reaction, the Germans could create 
a nuclear reactor for nuclear power or absolute 
destruction.

 It is debated whether German scientists sabotaged 
their success of their nuclear program purposefully or 
whether their estimates were simply inaccurate and 
inadequate. 



Roosevelt received the Letter from Einstein 
on October 11, 1939 from Alexander Sachs.

After Roosevelt read the Letter he assigned 
a committee of people to study uranium 
chain reactions.



June 1942, atomic-bomb project was controlled by War 
Department's Army Corps of Engineers. 

American and European physicists discovered that the 
fission of uranium could a powerful weapon. 

Major General Leslie Groves named head of the project. 

At the height of construction in mid 1944, the Project 
employed nearly 129,000 people. No other nation in the 
world had the massive industrial capacity to make this 
possible.



To disguise this ultra-secret project, the Corps 
created a Manhattan Engineer District, with a 
headquarters initially based in New York City.



When you see something that is 
technically sweet, you go ahead 
and do it and you argue about 
what to do about it only after 
you have had your technical 
success. That is the way it was 
with the atomic bomb.

The atomic bomb made the 
prospect of future war 
unendurable. It has led us up 
those last few steps to the 
mountain pass; and beyond there 
is a different country.



Late in 1942, Gen. Groves chose physicist J. Robert 
Oppenheimer to head a new laboratory devoted to the 
designing atomic bombs. 

Oppenheimer recommended a remote site in New 
Mexico for the new facility, where many famous 
scientists could work together in complete secrecy. 





“Fat 
Man”

“Little 
Boy”



1. Japan would be occupied until the declaration was signed.

2. The Japanese army would 
be allowed to return home.

3. Once the declaration was 
met, allied troops would be
withdrawn.

4. “Japan shall be permitted
to maintain such industries
as will sustain her economy 
and permit the exaction of just reparations in kind, but not those 
which would enable her to re-arm for war. To this end, access to, as 
distinguished from control of, raw materials shall be permitted. 
Eventual Japanese participation in world trade relations shall be 
permitted. “



Japanese official Suzuki used the word mokusatsu which had a 
few different English translations.

The US and the US newspapers interpreted the word to mean 
“reject” when in fact it could have meant something different.

The apparent rejection of the Declaration definitely sped up the 
process of using the atomic bombs.



Non-combatants were dying throughout Asia at the 
rate of 200,000 per month.

The complete naval blockade of Japan would have 
resulted in hundreds of thousands of deaths due to 
malnutrition, dehydration, and famine.

The atomic bomb saved thousands of American 
soldier’s lives



If America did invade Japan, many 
Americans would have died.

Secretary of
State James 
Byrnes claimed
500,000.



On August 6, 1945, the B-29 Enola Gay, 
under colonel Paul Tibbits left Tinian 
airbase in the West Pacific.

The six hour flight went exactly as 
expected. 

The bomb was 
armed midway 
and clear 
weather 
permitted for 
accuracy.



8:15 AM, “The Little 
Boy” was dropped 
over the center of 
Hiroshima

It exploded about 
2,000 ft. above the 
city and had a blast 
the equivalent to 13 
kilotons of TNT.

Due to radiation, 
approximately 
152,437 additional 
people have died.



August 6, 1945

HIROSHIMA



The leaflets called for a 
petition to the Emperor 
of Japan to stop the war 
and agree to thirteen 
consequences of an 
honorable surrender.

The leaflets called for a 
petition to the Emperor 
of Japan to stop the war 
and agree to thirteen 
consequences of an 
honorable surrender.

Sample Leaflet

On August 10, 1945 
thousands of leaflets 
were dropped over the 
city of Nagasaki



Sometimes called Bock’s car. 

B-29 bomber Superfortress, flown by Major 
Charles W. Sweeney dropped 
the “Fat Man” on August 9, 1945.

The Bockscar did didn't have
enough fuel to return to 
Tinian or Iwo Jima, 
so Major Sweeney flew 
the aircraft to Okinawa 

for an emergency 
landing with practically 
dry fuel tanks.





August 9, 1945 
NAGASAKI





At the White House, President Harry 
Truman announces the Japanese surrender, 

August 14, 1945

• Japan surrendered 
days after the second 
atomic bomb was 
dropped

• General MacArthur 
said, “Today the guns 
are silent.  The skies no 
longer rain death . . 
.the entire world is 
quietly at peace.” 



The Japanese 
surrendered on 
September 2, 
1945.

The ceremony
took place on 
the USS 
Missouri
accompanied by 
British ships in Tokyo Bay.

Japan agreed to a ceasefire and the release of POW’s.



 Japan was occupied by U.S. forces under the command of 
General MacArthur

 During the seven- year occupation, MacArthur reshaped 
Japan’s economy by introducing free-market practices that led 
to a remarkable economic recovery

 Additionally, he introduced a liberal constitution that to this 
day is called the MacArthur Constitution

 Emperor remains power but no longer sacred



 Assessing the Results of War

 “Total War” meant 50 million dead 
including 30 million civilians



 The discovery of Hitler’s death camps led the Allies to put 24 surviving 
Nazi leaders on trial for crimes against humanity, crimes against the 
peace, and war crimes

 The trials were held in Nuremberg, Germany
 “I was only following orders” was not an acceptable defense as 12 of the 

24 were sentenced to death and the others to life in prison

Herman Goering, Hitler's right-hand man and chief 
architect of the German war effort, testifies at his trial. He 
was found guilty of war crimes but avoided execution by 

swallowing potassium cyanide.



 The United Nations

 Goal: “to save succeeding generations from the 
scourge of war”

 General assembly gives every nation a voice

 Security Council can dispatch peace keepers 

 Other organizations provide variety of humanitarian 
services

 Founded 1945 by 50 countries





 Resettlement
 Millions of individuals, displaced by war, had to be 

returned to their home nations
 Surrendered/captured soldiers were far from home

 Civilians had followed armies, settled new lands or fled 
in the face of war

 US developed GI Bill of Rights to ease return of 
soldiers to civilian life and to reward them for their 
service



 Political Reconstruction: Germany
 Germany

 Divided into four regions of administration

 Russian occupation harsher than that of others 

 Democracy promoted in western sectors

 Berlin blockade marked opening of the Cold War



 Economic Reconstruction & the Cold War
 Despite devastation, some factories and much 

production knowledge remain intact

 Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan

 Western foreign policy goal of containment

 Fear on both sides leads to NATO and other 
economic & defensive alliances 



 Racism and imperialism a troubling legacy of 
Europe

 Creation of United Nations offered hope


