
Apartheid



Definition of Apartheid
·Literally means ‘apartness’ in Afrikaans (Dutch 

word for African and refers to a language in 
South Africa:  Cape Dutch)

• Racial Segregation in South Africa from 1948 
to 1994.

• The Crime of Apartheid = When one racial 
group oppresses and dominates another racial 
group and is committed to maintaining this 
regime. 



Start of Apartheid

• The first recorded use of the word "apartheid" 
was in 1917 during a speech by Jan Christian
Smuts, who later became Prime Minister of 
South Africa in 1919. 

• However, apartheid can be traced back to the 
colonization of the British

• Non-whites were not allowed to be in the streets 
of the Cape Colony nor Natal without a written 
pass.



Jan Christiaan Smuts

1870-1950



Apartheid

• After WWII, Smuts’ government was 
moving away from the segregation laws

• In the 1948 elections, the National Party
(NP) campaigned for the apartheid laws 
and narrowly defeated Smuts.  They 
formed a coalition government with the 
Afrikaner Party (AP) and immediately 
began to implement Apartheid Laws



Flag of South Africa from 

1928-1994

The symbolism of the flag 

defines South Africa as an 

inherently white nation, 

recognizing the country's British 

and Dutch ethnic roots, but 

offering no symbolic recognition 

of the black majority.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Flag_of_South_Africa_1928-1994.svg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Flag_of_South_Africa_1928-1994.svg


Practice of Apartheid
• 1.  Legislation was passed prohibiting 

miscegenation (mixed-race marriage) 

• 2. Individuals were classified by race, and a 
classification board was created to rule in 
questionable cases. Different members of the same 
family found themselves in different race groups. 

People were classified into 4 main groups:

1.  White

2. Black

3. Indian

4. Coloured (mixed race)

3. The Groups Area Act of 1950 became the 
heart of the apartheid system designed to 
geographically separate the racial groups.



Homelands

• The Black majority were 
forced to live in 
“Homelands” that were 
similar to our Aboriginal 
Reservations. Black 
areas rarely had 
plumbing or electricity.

• In reality however, a 
majority of Black South 
Africans never resided in 
these "homelands." 











Homelands

• Blacks would no longer be citizens of 

South Africa; rather, they would become 

citizens of the independent "homelands".

In terms of this model, blacks became 

(foreign) "guest labourers" who merely 

worked in South Africa as the holders of 

temporary work permits. 







Township of Johannesburg



Homelands

• Some eighty-seven percent of the land 

was reserved for whites, coloureds and 

Indians (20% of the population)

• About thirteen percent of the land was 

divided into ten 'homelands' for blacks 

(80% of the population) 



An example of South African 

apartheid laws on a private 

sign

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:BAHA-apartheid-signage.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:BAHA-apartheid-signage.jpg


Homelands

• In practice, this prevented non-white 
people — even if actually a resident in 
white South Africa — from having a vote, 
restricting their rights to faraway 
homelands that they may never have 
visited. Education, medical care, and other 
public services were sometimes claimed to 
be separate but equal, but those available 
to non-white people were generally 
inferior.









Homelands
• Blacks could not live or work in white areas 

unless they had a pass - nicknamed the 
'dompas' ('dumb pass' in Afrikaans).

• Only blacks with "Section 10" rights (those who 
had migrated to the cities before World War II) 
were excluded from this provision. Whites also 
required passes in black areas. 

• A pass was issued only to a black person with approved 
work. Spouses and children had to be left behind in non-
white areas. Many white households employed blacks as 
domestic workers, who were allowed to live on the 
premises— often in small rooms external to the family 
home. 



The township of Langa in Cape 

Town, showing the dormitory 

blocks built for male workers

http://www.angliacampus.com/public/sec/geog/migrate/p_truck.htm
http://www.angliacampus.com/public/sec/geog/migrate/p_truck.htm


Apartheid Laws
• 4. The Separate Amenities Act of 1953 

created, among other things, separate beaches, 
buses, hospitals, schools and universities.

- Black hospitals were seriously understaffed and under 
funded, with many black areas without a hospital at all.

- In the 1970s each black child's education cost the state 
only a tenth of each white child's. The Bantu Education 
Act specifically aimed to teach blacks only the basic 
skills they would need in working for whites. Higher 
Education was provided in separate universities and 
colleges after 1959.





Black boys watching a soccer 

game at an all white school



Segregated Beach



Apartheid Laws

- Trains and buses were segregated. Black buses, 
known as "green buses”because they had a green 
marker on the front windscreen, stopped at black bus 
stops and white buses at white ones. 1st and 2nd class 
train carriages were for whites only. 3rd class carriages 
were for blacks only.

- Public beaches were racially segregated, with the 
best ones reserved for whites. Public swimming 
pools and libraries were also segregated. There were 
practically no pools nor libraries for blacks.





Apartheid Laws

• Black people were not allowed to employ white 

people.

• Black police were not allowed to arrest whites.

• Cinemas and theatres in "white areas“ were not 

allowed to admit blacks.

• Blacks were not allowed to buy hard liquor



Apartheid Laws

• Black Africans were prohibited from attending "white" 
churches 

• Most blacks were stripped of their South African 
citizenship when the "homelands" were declared 
"independent". They thus were no longer able to apply 
for South African passports. 

• Pedestrian bridges, drive-in cinema parking spaces, 
graveyards, parks, pedestrian crossings, public toilets 
and taxis were also segregated.







Apartheid

• 5. Blacks and coloureds had to carry identity 
documents (passbooks), which prevented  them 
from migrating to white South Africa. Blacks 
were prohibited from living in (or even visiting) 
'white' towns without specific permission. 

• For Blacks, living in the cities was normally 
restricted to those who were employed in the 
cities. Direct family relatives were excluded, thus 
separating wives from husbands and parents 
from children. 









The International Community

• The UN and the International Criminal Court 

defined Apartheid as one of the eleven crimes 

against humanity at a convention in 1976.

• This pushed the need for internal resistance

• The African National Congress (ANC) began to 

take action









Children of Soweto, a Black township some ten miles 

away from Johannesburg, in 1982. The Zulu word 

"Amandla" scrawled on the wall means "Power". This 

has been adopted as a rallying call in the struggle for 

Black rights.



The ANC

• They advocated open resistance in the 

form of strikes, acts of public 

disobedience, and protest marches.

• They adopted a Freedom Charter, which 

had a vision of a non-racial democratic 

state.









The Sharpeville Massacre
A group of ANC members broke away from the white government and 

formed the more militant Pan Africanist Congress (PAC)

• They wanted to have a series of nationwide demonstrations against 
the laws.

• In 1960, they gathered in a township called Sharpeville to protest 
against the ID cards.

• The crowd converged on the local police station, singing and 
offering themselves up for arrest for not carrying their pass books.

• A group of about 300 police opened fire on the demonstrators, killing 
69 and injuring 186.

• All victims were black and most had been shot in the back.

• The government then banned the ANC and the PAC.



Resistance Underground
• The ANC decided to take up armed resistance to the government.

• They still had peaceful protests, but also took on terrorists tactics; such as, 
intimidation, bombing, murder and sabotage.  

• A massive stay-away from work was organized 

• The Prime Minister declared a state of emergency and forces could detain 
people without a trial

• Over 18,000 demonstrators were arrested, including many leaders of the 
ANC and PAC

• Together with ANC leader Nelson Mandela, they were charged with treason 
at the Rivonia Trial.  In 1964, Mandela and 7 others were sentenced to life 
imprisonment.

• Oliver Tambo, another member of the ANC and Mandela’s partner, escaped 
and led the ANC in exile for 30 years





Resistance

• The trial was condemned by the UN Security Council 
and the international community started to force
sanctions against the South African Government.

• For example, they banned trade, which was an 
economic sanction

• Investors refused to invest in SA companies

• Sports teams were banned from international 
competition

• Tourism was boycotted



Umbulwana, Natal in 1982. Umbulwana was called "a 

black spot" because it was in a "white" area. It was 

eventually demolished and the inhabitants forced to 

move to identically numbered houses in "resettlement" 

villages in their designated "homelands." Millions of 

black South Africans were forcibly "resettled" in this 

way.



Black Consciousness Movement
• Steve Biko and the South African Students’ 

Organization stressed the need for liberation, black pride 
and non-violent resistance

• In 1974, the government stated that all black schools 
would use the Afrikaans language for instruction.

• In 1976, students at Orlando West Junior School  in 
Soweto went on strike, refusing to go to school.

• Their protest spread to other schools and there was a 
mass rally, which turned violent.

• Police responded with bullets to stones thrown by 
students.

• The official death toll was recorded as 23, but some say 
it was as high as 200



Famous photograph of the Soweto Riots showing 

a student carrying the body of Hector Pieterson, 

one of the first casualties.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Soweto_Riots.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Soweto_Riots.jpg


Grave of the young Black leader, Steve Biko, in King 

Williams Town, South Africa. Biko died in police 

detention in 1977. During the inquest into his death, 

strong evidence was presented that Biko suffered 

violent and inhumane treatment during his detention.



White Resistance

• Although the majority of whites supported Apartheid, 
some opposed it.

• They voted for the opposition

• The Black Sash =  a group of white women who 
opposed the removal of Coloured voters

• Africa Resistance Movement (ARM), set off bombs etc…

• Western countries started to fund the ANC





The 1980’s

• South Africa was the only country with a white government and a 
constitution that discriminated against the majority of its citizens.

• 1985-88, the government started a campaign to eliminate the 
opposition.

• They patrolled with armed vehicles, destroyed squatter camps and 
detained thousands of blacks and coloureds, where a lot were 
murdered

• Censorship concealed the events

• The ANC and PAC retaliated by exploding bombs



South African police at 

Alexandra Township in 1985.



Newspaper headline on a Johannesburg street refers 

to a government plan in 1982 to cede territory and 

people to Swaziland. The people in question were not 

consulted in the matter.







Young coal miners in South 

Africa in 1988.



Black on Black Violence

• Those residents who resisted the ANC tactics 
were murdered by placing a burning tire around 
their necks, a process known as necklacing

• Some residents were forced to eat soap powder 
and drink kerosine that they were alleged to 
have bought from whites

• More than 100-259/month died from black on 
black violence







A Funeral ceremony for those killed by the police on 1985's 

International Day for the Elimination of Racial 

Discrimination

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Political_Rally_in_1985_in_South_Africa.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Political_Rally_in_1985_in_South_Africa.jpg


Mourners at a funeral ceremony for those who were killed by the 

South African police in the 1985 International Day for the 

Elimination of Racial Discrimination.  The day commemorates the 

anniversary of the March 21, 1960 Sharpeville massacre.



FW de Klerk

• 1989, became Prime Minister

• He repealed the discriminatory laws and lifted 
the ban on the ANC and PAC, media restrictions 
were lifted and political prisoners were released.

• 1990, 27 years after his arrest, Nelson Mandela 
was a free man

• In 1990, Klerk took the initiative to abolish 
Apartheid



F.W. Klerk took the initiative to 

abolish Apartheid in 1990

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:FWdeKlerk.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:FWdeKlerk.jpg


Nelson Mandela

• In 1992, the last white-only vote occurred which gave the 
government authority to negotiate a new constitution with 
the ANC and other groups.

• 1993, Klerk and Mandela were rewarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize

• Finally, at midnight on 26–27 of April 1994, the old flag 
was lowered, followed by the raising of the new flag 

• April 27 is a public holiday in SA known as Freedom Day

• Nelson Mandela became the first democratically elected 
State President of South Africa on May 10th 1994 - June 
1999 



Nelson Mandela, President of the African National 

Congress (ANC), casting the ballot in his country's first 

all-race elections, in April 1994



A voter casts her ballot in a 

polling station in April 1994.



Newly elected President Nelson Mandela addressing the 

crowd from a balcony of the City Hall in Cape Town on May 

9, 1994, the day before his inaugration

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Nelson_Mandela_Being_Sworn_In.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Nelson_Mandela_Being_Sworn_In.jpg

