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Level 3 
My Language Portfolio 

Can-do Descriptors 
 
The Portfolio Deutsch series teaches you how to communicate in real-life situations 
with German-speaking people.  The ability to express your individual meaning is, 
along with grammar and vocabulary, an important part of this learning process.  To 
achieve this, you must first set goals for yourself and then learn to analyze what you 
can and cannot do in German. 
 
The enclosed chapter-by-chapter self-evaluations are here to help you with this 
process.  Because each learner is different, these evaluations can help you 
understand where you have made progress and where you still need to improve.  
This will help you identify the language tools best suited to your learning style.  
Should you wish to set additional goals for yourself, each chapter contains a number 
of blank lines for your own use. 
 
You have already learned one language – your native language – and you are 
equally capable of learning another one.  Learning German, of course, will be 
different than how you learned your native language as a child.  Analyzing how this 
process works is an important stop to understanding how you learn a second 
language and what you can do every step of the way.  This will not only help you in 
your German studies, but in all foreign language studies that you may someday 
pursue.  
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The self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I will mark my weaknesses as well as my progress in order to see what I can do, what 
I know, and where I can still improve in listening, reading, writing, and speaking 
German.  When I’ve accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my 
own. 
 
 = I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
 = I do not feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
 = I am having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 

 
Chapter 1 

                       
I can…     
1. … talk about my leisure time activities.    
2. … make suggestions about activities and things to do.    
3. … express suppositions and speculate.    
4. … respond when someone asks me what I would do under 

certain circumstances. 
   

5. … understand simple ads for various free time activities.    
6. … ask questions to get information I would like to know about 

a person. 
   

    
    
    
    

            
 

I know…    
1. … some vocabulary to talk about leisure time activities.    
2. … some common verb + preposition combinations.    
3. … how to use the subjunctive (Konjunktiv II) forms würde and 

hätte to make suggestions. 
   

4. … how to construct sentences beginning with a subordinate 
clause. 

   

5. … how to transform direct questions with separable prefixes 
into indirect questions. 
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The self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I will mark my weaknesses as well as my progress in order to see what I can do, what 
I know, and where I can still improve in listening, reading, writing, and speaking 
German.  When I’ve accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my 
own. 
 
 = I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
 = I do not feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
 = I am having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 

 
Chapter 2 

                       
I can…     
1. … talk about a new exchange student from a different 

culture. 
   

2. … make suggestions using Er sollte…    
3. … read and understand a blog about a vacation.    
4. … talk about problems I have had on vacations or as an 

exchange student and say what I would do if I were living 
in another country. 

   

5. … use relative clauses to describe people and things.    
6. … use the subjunctive for contrary-to-fact statements.    
7. … write a text describing where I would like to go as an 

exchange student and why. 
   

    

            
 
 

I know…    
1. … some vocabulary to talk about school and student 

exchanges. 
   

2. … the nominative and accusative case relative pronouns and 
how to construct relative clauses to agree with the 
antecedent. 

   

3. … how to form and conjugate the subjunctive (Konjunktiv II) 
of sein (wäre) 

   

4. … the vocabulary in chapter 2    
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The self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I will mark my weaknesses as well as my progress in order to see what I can do, what 
I know, and where I can still improve in listening, reading, writing, and speaking 
German.  When I’ve accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my 
own. 
 
 = I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
 = I do not feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
 = I am having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 

 
Chapter 3 

                       
I can…     
1. … talk about different kinds of dwellings and what I prefer.    
2. … agree and disagree with other people’s opinions and 

preferences. 
   

3. … discuss the advantages and disadvantages of country/city 
living. 

   

4. … use the indefinite pronouns beginning with irgend-.    
5. … describe where and how I would like to live someday.    
6. … read a text and answer questions about a renovation 

project. 
   

7. … talk about my own renovation project.    
    
    

            
 

I know…    
1. … some vocabulary to talk about location and housing 

preferences. 
   

2. … the adjectives of indefinite number (alle, viele, einige, 
wenige). 

   

3. … some common phrases used for agreeing and 
disagreeing. 

   

4. … how to construct relative clauses with wo.    
5. … how to construct indefinite pronouns using irgend-.    
6. … the vocabulary in chapter 3.    
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The self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I will mark my weaknesses as well as my progress in order to see what I can do, what 
I know, and where I can still improve in listening, reading, writing, and speaking 
German.  When I’ve accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my 
own. 
 
 = I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
 = I do not feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
 = I am having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 

 
Chapter 4 

                       
I can…     
1. … talk about my interests.    
2. … read and give instructions on how to do something.    
3. … understand and answer questions about an 

advertisement. 
   

4. … make comparisons and express differences.    
5. … design advertising for an imaginary product.    
6. … form the genitive case.    
7. … construct sentences using an infinitive + zu.    
    
    
    

            
 
 
 
 

I know…    
1. … some vocabulary to talk about advertising and the media.    
2. … the genitive case with definite and indefinite articles.    
3. … fractions for making comparisons (ein Viertel, ein Drittel, 

die Hälfte etc.) 
   

4. … how to express displeasure and make a complaint.    
5. … the vocabulary for chapter 4.    
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The self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I will mark my weaknesses as well as my progress in order to see what I can do, what 
I know, and where I can still improve in listening, reading, writing, and speaking 
German.  When I’ve accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my 
own. 
 
 = I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
 = I do not feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
 = I am having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 

 
Chapter 5 

                       
I can…     
1. … express my own opinion (about fashion preferences, 

current style, etc.) 
   

2. … write an extended commentary on a subject of personal 
interest. 

   

3. … make an oral presentation about a book I like.    
4. … use some common phrases to describe something and 

express my opinion about it. 
   

5. … read and understand a short excerpt from an actual 
German book written for German teenagers. 

   

6. … use adjectives in the comparative and superlative degrees 
with the correct adjective endings. 

   

    
    

            

I know…    
1. … some vocabulary to describe things of importance to me 

and to say why they are important to me. 
   

2. … how comparative and superlative forms of adjectives are 
formed. 

   

3. … the most common irregular comparative and superlative 
forms of adjectives. 

   

4. … the adjective endings for adjectives preceded by indefinite 
and definite articles. 

   

5. … the vocabulary in chapter 5.    
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The self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I will mark my weaknesses as well as my progress in order to see what I can do, what 
I know, and where I can still improve in listening, reading, writing, and speaking 
German.  When I’ve accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my 
own. 
 
 = I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
 = I do not feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
 = I am having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 

 
Chapter 6 

                       
I can…     
1. … analyze what is happening in a photograph and express 

suppositions. 
   

2. … use key vocabulary words (bestimmt, sicher, 
wahrscheinlich, vielleicht, etc.) to speculate. 

   

3. … describe things.    
4. … read a short newspaper article and write a short summary.    
5. … form and use the simple past (Präteritum) of regular verbs.    
6. … express myself in a manner appropriate to the situation.    
7. … understand and use some common abbreviations used in 

chat conversations. 
   

8. … construct sentences using relative clauses with 
prepositions. 

   

    

            
 
 

I know…    
1. … some vocabulary and abbreviations commonly used in e-

mails and chat conversations. 
   

2. … how to use various expressions to communicate 
appropriate to the situation. 

   

3. … that some relative clauses begin with prepositions.    
4. … that the marker –(e)te is used to construct the simple past 

(Präteritum) of regular verbs and how to congjugate them. 
   

5. … the vocabulary in chapter 6.     
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The self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I will mark my weaknesses as well as my progress in order to see what I can do, what 
I know, and where I can still improve in listening, reading, writing, and speaking 
German.  When I’ve accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my 
own. 
 
 = I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
 = I do not feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
 = I am having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 

 
Chapter 7 

                       
I can…     
1. … talk about events in the past.    
2. … write and tell a story in the past tense.    
3. … form the simple past (Präteritum) of some common 

irregular verbs. 
   

4. … switch back and forth appropriately between the simple 
past and perfect tense when telling a story. 

   

5. … use als correctly to begin clauses in the simple past.    
6. … use bis appropriately to construct sentences in the past 

tense. 
   

7. … read a text in the simple past about a historical figure and 
summarize in the past tense. 

   

    

 
  

I know…    
1. … some vocabulary commonly used when talking about 

historical events and telling stories. 
   

2. … some of the most common simple past forms (Präteritum) 
of irregular verbs and how to conjugate them. 

   

3. … how to use als and bis when recounting events in the past.    
4. … how to write and tell a story using simple past forms.    
5. … the vocabulary in chapter 7.    
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The self-assessment of what I know and can do in German. 
 
I will mark my weaknesses as well as my progress in order to see what I can do, what 
I know, and where I can still improve in listening, reading, writing, and speaking 
German.  When I’ve accomplished these goals, I can add other learning goals of my 
own. 
 
 = I can do or I know what is described and am satisfied. 
 = I do not feel sure and therefore must practice more. 
 = I am having difficulty and must work harder at this topic. 

 
Chapter 8 

                       
I can…     
1. … give tips and make suggestions to foreigners about how to 

behave when invited to someone’s home. 
   

2. … prepare and conduct interviews.    
3. … talk about various subcultures.    
4. … read and listen to interviews about subcultures and 

answer questions about them. 
   

5. … connect ideas using the conjunctions obwohl and weil.    
6. … use some common phrases to talk about language 

learning. 
   

7. … reformulate sentences using noun-verb-pairs.    
    
    
    

 

I know…    
1. … some vocabulary for talking about invitations and language 

learning. 
   

2. … how to construct sentences with obwohl and weil.    
3. … some common noun-verb-pairs.    
4. … some vocabulary to discuss various subcultures.    
5. … the vocabulary in chapter 8.    
    
    


