
AP Literature & Composition 
“Good Readers and Good Writers” 

Vladimir Nabokov 
Reader’s Response 
Please respond to Nabokov’s lecture in your Reader’s Notebook. Your response should be one page long 
and you should leave the adjacent page blank for the purpose of taking notes during discussion. If you are 
still taking notes from How to Read Literature Like a Professor, then leave enough pages blank for you to 
finish that assignment. 
 
Below are some suggested questions for your consideration: 

1. Based on the information Nabokov covers in his lecture, what do you think he considers a good 
reader and/or a good writer to be? 

2. Explain one of his major arguments and disagree with it. 
3. Explain one of his major arguments and agree with it. 
4. Make your own list of what a good writer and/or a good reader should be. 
5. Mark a section of his lecture that you did not understand. Write about that section so that you 

can begin to understand. 
6. After reading this lecture, do you consider yourself to be a good reader? Why or why not? 
7. Which authors do you consider to be amongst the greats? Explain. 
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