
 

Welcome to AP English Language and Composition: 
An Invitation to the Public Square 

 Course Syllabus 2017-2018 
 

Course Overview 

In recent years, the study of literature - like the study of any of the other disciplines that make up the humanities (art, 

history, music, and philosophy) - has been the victim of libel. Decried as subjective, relative, and otherwise “soft”, the 

humanities are often dismissed as fields of study for the less rigorous intellectual. Nothing could be further from the truth. 

Study of the humanities requires the same discipline of thought required by study of the sciences: erroneous assumptions 

make for erroneous interpretations, and the results of such errors can be as devastating - if not more so - than errors made 

in the fields of, say, physics or medicine. The content of this course will serve to substantiate this argument, and the skills 

practiced in this course will often mirror those practiced in the sciences. With all of this in mind, I invite you to explore 

with me what it means to be human. 

 

The Workload 

As should be expected, this course requires a substantial amount of reading and a substantial amount of writing. Careful 

reading and articulate writing must be practiced; there are no formulas or terms that, if memorized and applied, will 

produce success. For this reason, it is a matter of academic survival that you keep up with assigned work. All of us 

have lives outside of the classroom, and this is as it should be: all of life is a question of balance. But do expect to budget 

regular time reading, reflecting, and writing for this class. 

 

Course Objectives and Assessments 

Students are expected to grow as readers, writers, and thinkers and to demonstrate this growth through quizzes, tests, class 

discussions, and essays. Because analysis is key to gaining an understanding of argument, students must be willing to take 

risks with their ideas. I invite you to bring your writing to me with questions to improve your game. Students will be 

tested on their ability to apply their knowledge of rhetorical terms and devices to derive and defend their evaluation of 

text. Each unit will have a focus on particular terms and devices pertinent to the literature being studied during the quarter. 

Students are also expected to keep a folder or binder exclusively for the class which will hold handouts, assignments, and 

daily notes. Reading journals and exercises will be periodically assessed at the discretion of the instructor. 

 

  

The Exam 

The best suggestion I can give you is to familiarize yourself with the College Board website for this course: 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-english-language-and-composition/exam-practice. In short, the exam will 

take just over three hours and will include a one-hour multiple choice section followed by a two-hour essay section in 

which you will write three essay responses. (Yes, that’s right – THREE essays in TWO hours. You will be well prepared 

by the time we get there, though. You will complain a lot as we prepare, but if you aren’t complaining, I am not preparing 

you adequately!) 

 

Units of Study and Texts (may be bought, rented, or borrowed from a library): 

Our examination of life this year will revolve both around ideas and modes of writing. The former is a means of discovery 

(i.e., topics on which to reflect and write), and the latter is a means of approaches (i.e., structural patterns and tools that 

govern expression). Along the way, we will look closely at authorial choices with regard to diction, sentence structure, 

rhetorical appeals, etc. Writers’ Workshops will focus on grammar and style through explicit practice.  

The ideas we will examine this year include the following: 

Art and Culture: What is the relationship between Truth and Narrative? What do stories (whether written or 

visual) reveal about the way the world works? How are we shaped by the stories we read and the stories we tell? 

What is the purpose of art? What defines art from non-art? To what extent does popular culture reflect society’s 

values? 

 

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/apcourse/ap-english-language-and-composition/exam-practice


Identity and Duty: What is the place of the individual in the community? What obligations does one have to 

oneself, family, community, etc.? How do groups shape identity? How can we better understand others’ 

perspectives and cultural values? What is the relationship between success and duty? 

Education:  What is the purpose of education? To what extent do our schools serve the goals of a true education? 

Who defines what it means to be educated? What are the sources of education and/or social intelligence? What is 

the source of cultural values? Do we choose them, or are we programmed by our social histories?  

Work:  How does our work shape or influence our lives? What obligations do employers have toward their 

employees? What do employees owe their employers? What are the proper limits of work/career within a balanced 

life? 

Nature and Material Pursuits:  What effect do our pursuits – material or otherwise – have on our happiness or 

wisdom? At what point do material pursuits become immoral? What is our responsibility toward nature?  

Change and Conflict:  What have we gained, or lost, through progress? How does an increasingly global and 

technological economy change the “rules” by which the game of life is played? What is the place of questioning 

authority in American culture versus in other cultures?  

Class texts may include the following: 
 

The Poetics – Aristotle (school rental) 

Oedipus the King – Sophocles (school rental) 

“The Allegory of the Cave” – Plato (handout) 

The Canterbury Tales – Chaucer (school rental) 

Hamlet or Othello– Shakespeare (school rental) 

Independent books (may be borrowed from library, bought secondhand, etc.) 

Various articles and essays from The Atlantic Monthly, The New York Times, Harper’s, The Riverside Reader, etc. 

 

Tips for Succeeding in Class 

 Have a couple of “study buddies” from whom to get notes when attendance is impossible  

 Review regularly – especially terms and vocabulary.  

 Do not be afraid to share ideas in class.  

 Be open to questioning/criticism of your ideas.  

 Last but not least, do not be afraid to ask questions, either of each other or of me.  

 

Grading Scale and Calculation 

Grades will be based on points earned by completing required coursework. (The final exam is worth 20% of the 

semester grade.)The number of points earned will be divided by the number of points possible, and this 

percentage will determine letter grades.  The scale is as follows: 

 

90-100 A 80-89 B  70-79 C  60-69 D  Below 60 F 

 

 

Contact Info 

Email: jpatel2@psd202.org  

 

I am happy to call parents/guardians if you prefer a phone call. But please email me to tell me that, giving me best times 

to reach you.  

 

Also, if you would put your student’s last name and period in the Subject line, that would help me immensely!  

 

 

 

 

mailto:jpatel2@psd202.org

