
High Stakes Testing (SAT 

and AP)



SAT Stats and Fast Facts

Reading: 52?s in 65 minutes

Writing/Lang: 44?s in 35 minutes

Math: 58?s in 80 minutes

Essay: 1? In 50 minutes

Therefore. . . Of 154 questions (excluding 
essay), 96 questions relate to Reading and 

Use of Language.



SAT Scores and Meaning

Total Score: 400-1600

Section Scores:

Evidence-Based Reading and Writing; 

Math (each worth 200-800).

Cross-Test Scores:

Analysis in History/Social Studies; 

Analysis in Science 

Cross-Test Scores are taken from selected questions in 
EACH of the tests (Yep, math, too.). These look at 
application of skills in the context of the subject areas 
in question.



SAT Subscores, Language Focus, Pt. 1

Purpose: These provide detailed 
information about specific skills within 
literacy and math.

Expression of Ideas: rhetoric/big 
picture; focus on topic development, 
organization, and effective use of 
language.

Standard English Conventions: grammar 
and mechanics/details



SAT Subscores, Language Focus, Pt. 2

Words in Context: word/phrase meaning 

in context; rhetorical word choice 

(command of vocabulary) - details

Command of Evidence: interpretation 

and use of evidence (from passage or 

graphics) – big picture



The Essay Prompt

Essays are assessed with regard to Reading
(understanding of the passage), Analysis 
(analyzing and explaining the author’s 
craft in argument design), and Writing
(more application than content – focuses 
on the student’s craft in writing).

Each essay is scored by 2 raters in each of 
the dimensions. (This is a DIFFERENT process 
than how an AP essay for English is scored, 
but we will get into that later.)



AP English Language Exam Stats and 

Facts
Multiple Choice (close reading): 55?s in 60 

minutes

Essays: 3? in 2 hours (average 40 min./essay)

Question 1: Synthesis/Argument with Sources

Question 2: Rhetorical Analysis 

Question 3: Argument without Sources

Scoring: MC = 45%; Essays (cumulative) = 
55%.



AP Scores and Meaning

Total Score: 1-5 (3 is passing score.)

Section Scores:

Multiple Choice – Figured in to total score (Students do not 
see this.)

Essay Scores:

Scored holistically (i.e., does not use an attribute-by-attribute 
rubric)

Considerations include Comprehension of Passage, 
Analysis/Interpretation, Command of Evidence, Command of 
Language, Grammar/Convention. 

Essays are scored on a 9 point scale; 5 is a passing score.



Making of the AP Language Exam

Test Writing Committee: Representatives are taken 

from high schools and universities across the country 

(much like the Reader selection).

Vetting the Test: University professors are recruited to 

test the test in their classroom, *including* grading 

essay responses to university standards.

Quality Control: University exams are then the 

“standards” for the essay grading. (A work = 9/8; B 

work = 7/6; C work = 5; etc.)



Questions for me? 


