
Tone  

 

PICTURE THIS:  Taylor (Taylor can be a boy or girl—whichever you want), super rich, successful, and good 

looking, was flying along the highway in his/her new convertible, loving life.  Unfortunately, Taylor did not see the 

semi-truck that had stopped suddenly.  Taylor’s awesome new convertible screeched to a halt, but too late.  The 

whole car slid into and halfway under the truck, and Taylor ceased to exist in this life.   

Today is Taylor’s wake/funeral.  It’s open casket; they were able to reconstruct the body perfectly.  You 

walk into Taylor’s wake, look around at the crowd, see the Taylor’s body, and walk towards it.   

 

 

 

 YOUR TASK:  Write a descriptive paragraph in first person about your experience at the funeral.  Start the 

paragraph as you walk in the doors.  Include details about what/who you see, what you hear, and what you do/say.  

But wait, there’s a catch…. 

 

YOUR ROLE:  You are not yourself.  Instead, you will choose one of three roles and write as that person. 

 

 Role One:  Taylor was the love of your life—your whole world, your whole existence.  You are 

devastated. 

 Role Two:  Taylor was your ex.  Days ago, you walked into a party to find him/her in the arms of someone 

else— 

       someone, you found out later, whom Taylor had been dating for years.  You are glad that 

Taylor is  

       dead; you are bitter and angry. 

 Role Three:  You are the funeral director.  You don’t know Taylor or anyone there.  This is just another 

day at  

         your job.  

 

 

YOUR GRADE (how to not fail):  This assignment is about TONE.  Tone is the writer’s attitude toward his 

or her subject.  Think of it as the emotion behind the writing.  But here’s the thing: tone needs to be subtle.  SHOW, 

don’t TELL.  You will absolutely, irrefutably fail if you actually TELL us your emotion.  So if you say, “I walked 

into the funeral, and immediately I was overcome with rage…” it’s a big, fat F.   

 

Think back to how I showed you how to demonstrate tone and feeling  

 through the words you chose (my fists were clenched so tightly that I left fingernail marks in my palm)  

 through the details and imagery you provide, (Taylor’s current “love” was standing there—her tacky, 

cheap red dress and six inch stiletto heels that had scuff marks covered with magic marker.   High-pitched 

wailing cut through my soul) 

 through your verbs, (I stomped up to the casket, cleared as much mucus as I could out of my throat, and 

spit on Taylor’s stupid, dead face). 

 

 

STEPS TO FOLLOW: To get an A on this writing, do the following:  

 First, brainstorm….what’s your role?  As that person, what details would you notice?  What 

emotions would you be feeling?  How would you act?  How would others react to you? What 

would you say? 

 

 As you write your draft, consider every detail carefully.  Your goal is NOT to impress me with how 

hilarious you are.  Your goal IS to clearly communicate your tone without coming right out and 

explaining your role and/or your emotions.  This is the key to success. 

 



Tone  

 

PICTURE THIS: It’s prom—the night that many high-schoolers anticipate and others dread.  You’re in your 

finest clothes, your hair is perfect; you’re feeling pretty good as you approach the dance.  As you walk in, the bass 

beats in your chest, and you wait for your eyes to adjust to the dimmed lights.  You scan the dance floor.  Most 

couples are thrashing about, but one couple, Taylor and Susan, is locked in a slow, romantic embrace in the middle 

of the dance floor.  

   

 

 

 

 YOUR TASK:  Write a descriptive paragraph in first person about your experience at the prom. (YOU are the 

narrator.  Write as if you are there, and use “I” and “me” as your pronouns.) Start the paragraph as you walk in the 

doors.  Include details about what/who you see, what you hear, and what you do/say. Include dialogue if you wish. 

But wait, there’s a catch…for this writing, you are not you. 

 

YOUR ROLE:  Instead of being yourself, you are one of these people: 

 

 Role One:  One of the members of the couple is/was the love of your life—your whole world, your whole  

       existence.  You are devastated. 

 Role Two:  Both members of the couple are close friends of yours.  You have been trying to set them up 

for some  

       time because in your mind, they’re perfect for each other, but you had no idea they were 

together. 

 Role Three:  You are Mr. Draper.  It’s your job to chaperone this dance, and nobody….NOBODY…is 

gonna be  

         making out at your dance.  

 

 

YOUR GRADE (how to not fail):  This assignment is about TONE.  Tone is the writer’s attitude toward 

his or her subject.  Think of it as the emotion behind the writing.  But here’s the thing: tone needs to be subtle.  

SHOW, don’t TELL.  You will absolutely, irrefutably fail if you actually TELL us your emotion.  So if you say, “I 

walked into the prom, and immediately I was overcome with rage…” it’s a big, fat F.   

 

Here’s how you demonstrate tone and feeling: 

 through the words you chose (my fists were clenched so tightly that I left fingernail marks in my palm),   

 through the details and imagery you provide, (I stopped in my tracks, unable for a moment to move. 

“EEEEEEEEE! Ohmygod ohmygod ohmygod!” I squealed, jumping up and down.)  

 through your verbs, (I stomped up to the dance floor, cleared as much mucus as I could out of my throat, 

and spit in Taylor’s stupid face). 

 

 

STEPS TO FOLLOW: To get an A on this writing, do the following:  

 First, brainstorm….what’s your role?  As that person, what details would you notice?  What 

emotions would you be feeling?  How would you act?  How would others react to you? What 

would you say? 

 

 As you write your draft, consider every detail carefully.  Your goal is NOT to impress me with how 

hilarious you are.  Your goal IS to clearly communicate your tone without coming right out and 

explaining your role and/or your emotions.  This is the key to success. 

 

 


