
Ch. 5 “Notes”

 All slides will be on schoology

 There will be BONUS! links to video notes too

 My role this unit is to have more student-centered examples 

vs. regurgitation of the chapter outlines

 Review the notes if the reading needs clarification

 Feel free to just listen as I verbally review the terms/concepts

 Write down HISTORICAL CONTEXT and EXAMPLES

 Participate in the discussion … ALWAYS! 



5.1 Language Notes
KEY ISSUE 1: WHERE/ WHY ARE ENGLISH-
LANGUAGE SPEAKERS DISTRIBUTED?













Small Group Discussion Case Study 146

Read/Review the Case Study on 146 about French and Spanish 

in the U.S and Canada

1. Is understanding English a necessity for individual success in 

an MDC? Explain.

2. What have Americans done to accommodate foreign 

language speakers?

3. Why are similar languages, like English, Spanish, or French, 

spoken so widely throughout the world?



Dialects in the U.S.



Tri-Lingual English 

Articulation

How would you 

describe/define 

American English? 

Is there a 

“proper” way to 

speak English?

Now can we 

have an official 

English 

language? If so, 

which one?? Who 

decides?? 

https://www.ted.com/talks/jamila_lyiscott_3_ways_to_speak_english#t-1299


What do you think this 

map is about?



If you were to ask someone for a “soft drink,” would you 

ask for a “pop” or “soda?”  Why?



http://popvssoda.com/

Partner Discussion:

1. What accounts for the variation in 

language throughout the United States?

(Isolation and Interaction)

2. Can you think of other words that might 

have a regional variation?

http://popvssoda.com/


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=mvqA-3JmbAAFZM&tbnid=yVNr4dRL3UCquM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://indo-europeanlanguages.blogspot.com/2012/10/english-languages-and-dialects.html&ei=PGCLUoffLuSwyQHqhIC4Cg&bvm=bv.56643336,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNF8zY2WP7qZ7Q7XJWVnDbexGyvHhw&ust=1384952177385565


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZWt0_KOUBIu3iM&tbnid=BnDHreavqOqOmM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.cglearn.it/mysite/civilization/uk-culture/the-english-speaking-world/&ei=SlqLUr6UB6PuyAGfzIDgBA&bvm=bv.56643336,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFxeAlTtIuYQe84SPHHgJTr3MkPpw&ust=1384950670028311


As English became the dominant 
language of a region, other languages 
became extinct.

 Is this a sign of development?

English has yet to take hold in some 
countries, what could account for that?

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ZWt0_KOUBIu3iM&tbnid=BnDHreavqOqOmM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.cglearn.it/mysite/civilization/uk-culture/the-english-speaking-world/&ei=SlqLUr6UB6PuyAGfzIDgBA&bvm=bv.56643336,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNFxeAlTtIuYQe84SPHHgJTr3MkPpw&ust=1384950670028311




British Slang Words

Bloke - man.

'John is a nice bloke to know.' 

Botched - poor quality repairs.

'He made a botched job of fixing the television.' 

Bottle - courage.

'He doesn't have the bottle to ask her.' 

Cheesed Off - fed up 

Chuck it down - to rain, often heavily.

'It is going to chuck it down soon.' 

Chuffed - If you are chuffed, you are happy with something. 

'I was chuffed to win a medal!' 

Daft - Crazy / stupid 

Dosh - Money / cash 'I haven't got much dosh to give you.' 



British Slang Words

Gobsmacked - Incredibly amazed.

'I was gobsmacked when I saw my birthday presents.' 

Gutted - Not happy because of an event that has occurred that didn't 

go your way. 

'I was gutted when I didn't win the race' 

Jammy - Used in place of lucky when describing someone else. 

'He was very jammy winning the lottery'. 

Scrummy - Delicious. Shortened from scrumptious.

'The food was very scrummy' 

Skint - Broke. No money.

'I'm skint, I wont be able to buy the DVD today.' 

to Snog - to long kiss 

Telly - Television

'I watched the news on the telly last night.'



Develop a list of slang words used commonly in 

“American English” that an English Language Learner 

must understand in order to keep up in conversation.  

Provide a definition and use it in a sentence.  

(minimum 5 words per group)

Example:  “Cool” – means good, awesome

“I think it’s so cool that you get to go on vacation.”



In your opinion, why do we develop such slang words 

to describe everyday things?

Will our use of slang alter the English language 

enough that we will not be speaking the same 

brand of English that our great-great-great 

grandchildren will speak?



Key Issue 2: Why is English 

related to other languages?

Language family - a collection of 
languages related through a 
common ancestor that existed 
long before recorded history.

Language branch - a collection of 
languages within a family that 
are related through a common 
ancestor that existed several 
thousand years ago.

Language group - collection of 
languages within a branch 
that share a common origin in 
relatively recent history.

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rSdmiOc0LQkAkM&tbnid=rTZJ7_zpfrhniM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.condenaststore.com/-sp/He-has-a-wonderful-command-of-the-language-doesn-t-he-New-Yorker-Cartoon-Prints_i8539074_.htm&ei=3WCKUtXREcSzyAGApYCYBg&bvm=bv.56643336,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEAt2fqDIQ9T5XbIVQzvliWqgY5HQ&ust=1384886779967980


Key Issue 2: Why is English 

related to other languages?

Branches of Indo-

European 

 Germanic branch 

 Indo-Iranian branch 

 Balto-Slavic branch 

 Romance branch



Key Issue 2: Why is English 

related to other languages?
Germanic Branch of Indo-European

 English and German are both 
languages in the West Germanic 
group. 

 West Germanic is further divided 
into High Germanic and Low 
Germanic subgroups, so named 
because they are found in high 
and low elevations within present-
day Germany. 

 High German, spoken in the 
southern mountains of Germany, is 
the basis for the modern standard 
German language. 

 English is classified in the Low 
Germanic subgroup. 

 The Germanic language branch 
also includes North Germanic 
languages, spoken in Scandinavia. 

 The four Scandinavian languages—
Swedish, Danish, Norwegian, and 
Icelandic—all derive from Old 
Norse.



Key Issue 2: Why is English 

related to other languages?



Germanic Branch
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Key Issue 2: Why is English 

related to other languages?

Indo-Iranian Branch of Indo-

European

The branch of the Indo-European 

language family with the most 

speakers is Indo-Iranian, more 

than 100 individual languages 

divided into an eastern group 

(Indic) and a western group 

(Iranian).



Key Issue 3: Where are other 

language families distributed?

Pakistan

 Pakistan’s principal language, 

Urdu, is spoken very much like 

Hindi but is written with the Arabic 

alphabet, a legacy of the fact 

that most Pakistanis are Muslims, 

and their holiest book (the Quran) 

is written in Arabic. 

 Hindi, originally a variety of 

Hindustani spoken in the area of 

New Delhi, grew into a national 

language in the nineteenth 

century when the British 

encouraged its use in India.



South Asian Languages 

and Language Families 

Indo-European is the 

largest of four main 

language families in 

South Asia.  The 

country of India has 22 

official languages 

(including English).



Iranian (Western) Group of 

Indo-Iranian Language 

Branch 
 Indo-Iranian languages spoken in 

Iran and neighboring countries 

form a separate group from Indic. 

 The major Iranian group languages 

include Persian (sometimes called 

Farsi) in Iran, Pathan in eastern 

Afghanistan and western Pakistan, 

and Kurdish, used by the Kurds of 

western Iran, northern Iraq, and 

eastern Turkey. 

 These languages are written in the 

Arabic alphabet.



Balto-Slavic Branch of 

Indo-European 

 Slavic was once a single 

language. 

 Differences developed 

in the seventh century 

A.D. when several 

groups of Slavs migrated 

from Asia to different 

areas of Eastern Europe.



East Slavic and Baltic Groups 

of Balto-Slavic Language 

Branch 

 After Russian, Ukrainian and 

Belarusian are the two most 

important East Slavic 

languages. 

 The desire to use languages 

other than Russian was a major 

drive in the Soviet Union 

breakup a decade ago.



West and South Slavic Groups of 

Balto-Slavic Language Branch 

 The most spoken West Slavic 

language is Polish, followed by 

Czech and Slovak. 

 The two most important South 

Slavic languages are Serbo-

Croatian and Bulgarian. 

 Although Serbs and Croats 

speak the same language, 

they use different alphabets. 

 Slovene is the official language 

of Slovenia, while Macedonian 

is used in the former Yugoslav 
republic of Macedonia.



Romance Branch of Indo-

European

 The Romance branch includes three of the world’s 

12 most widely spoken languages (Spanish, 

French, and Portuguese), as well as a number of 

smaller languages and dialects.





Latin Roots

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPh03KsGrAA


Origin and Diffusion of 

Romance Languages

 Roman armies brought the 

Latin language with them and 

the languages spoken by the 

natives of the provinces were 

either extinguished or 

suppressed. 

 Latin used in each province 

was based on that spoken by 

the Roman army at the time of 

occupation. 

 Each province also integrated 

words spoken in the area. 

 Vulgar Latin, from the Latin 

word referring to “the 

masses” of the populace. 



After the Fall of Rome

 By the eighth century, regions 

of the former empire had been 

isolated from each other long 

enough for distinct languages 

to evolve. 

 Latin persisted in parts of the 

former empire. 

 People in some areas reverted 

to former languages, while 

others adopted the languages 

of conquering groups from the 

north and east, which spoke 

Germanic and Slavic.



Romance Language Dialects –

France

 Distinct Romance languages 

did not suddenly appear. 

 They evolved over time. 

 The creation of standard 

national languages, such as 

French and Spanish, was 

relatively recent. 

 The dialect of the Ile-de-France 

region, known as Francien, 

became the standard form of 

French because the region 

included Paris. 

 The most important surviving 

dialect difference within 

France is between the north 

and the south. 

 The northern dialect, langue 

d’oil and the southern langue 

d’ôc provide insight into how 

languages evolve. 

 These terms derive from 

different ways in which the 

word for “yes” was said.



Take notes on HOW languages evolve

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWDKsHm6gTA


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDXmxLDbp7c


Romance Language 

Dialects – France



Romance Language 

Dialects – Spain 

 Spain, like France, contained 

many dialects during the 

Middle Ages. 

 In the fifteenth century, when 

the Kingdom of Castile and 

Leon merged with the Kingdom 

of Aragón, Castilian became 

the official language for the 

entire country. 





Spanish and Portuguese 

Speaking Countries

 Spanish and Portuguese have 

achieved worldwide 

importance because of the 

colonial activities of their 

European speakers. 

 90 percent of the speakers of 

these two languages live 

outside Europe. 

 Spanish is the official language 

of 18 Latin American states, 

while Portuguese is spoken in 

Brazil. 

 The division of Central and 

South America into Portuguese-

and Spanish-speaking regions is 

the result of a 1493 decision by 

Pope Alexander VI. 

 The Portuguese and Spanish 

languages spoken in the 

Western Hemisphere differ 

somewhat from their European 

versions.



Spanish Speaking 

Countries



Portuguese Speaking 

Countries



French Speaking 

Countries



Creole

 A Creole or creolized language is defined as a 

language that results from the mixing of the 

colonizer’s language with the indigenous 
language. 

 A creolized language forms when the colonized 

group makes some changes, such as simplifying 

the grammar. 

 The word creole derives from a word in several 

Romance languages for a slave who is born in the 

master’s house.



Origin and Diffusion of 

Indo-European 

 The existence of a single ancestor cannot be 
proved with certainty, because it would have 
existed thousands of years before the invention of 
writing or recorded history. 

 The evidence that Proto-Indo-European once 
existed is “internal.” 

 Individual Indo-European languages share 
common root words for winter and snow but not 
for ocean. 

 Therefore, linguists conclude that original Proto-
Indo-European speakers probably lived in a cold 
climate, or one that had a winter season, but did 
not come in contact with oceans. 



Color/Map out the changes to language

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KdQwalCPNAs


Kurgan Theory of Indo-

European Origin 

 In the Kurgan theory, 

Proto-Indo-European 

diffused from the Kurgan 

hearth north of the 

Caspian Sea, beginning 

about 7,000 years ago.



Anatolian Hearth Theory 

of Indo-European Origin

 In the Anatolian hearth 

theory, Indo-European 

originated in Turkey 

before the Kurgans and 
diffused through 

agricultural expansion.



Writing Response

Explain why the language family you presented is a 

language family worth preserving and studying for 

the future.  Be sure to support your argument 
using vocabulary.

**At least one page**



What threats exist to folk languages?

Languages

Threat

Threat

Threat

Threat



Preserving Language Diversity

 Thousands of languages are extinct languages, once in use—even in 
the recent past but no longer spoken or read in daily activities by 
anyone in the world. 

 The eastern Amazon region of Peru in the sixteenth century had more 
than 500 languages. 

 Only 57 survive today, half face extinction. 

 Gothic was widely spoken in Eastern and Northern Europe in the third 
century A.D. 

 The last speakers of Gothic lived in the Crimea in Russia in the sixteenth 
century. 

 Many Gothic people switched to speaking the Latin language after their 
conversion to Christianity. 



Hebrew: Reviving Extinct 

Languages 

 Hebrew is a rare case of an extinct language that 
has been revived. 

 Hebrew diminished in use in the fourth century 
B.C. and was thereafter retained only for Jewish 
religious services. 

 When Israel was established. in 1948, Hebrew 
became one of the new country’s two official 
languages, along with Arabic. 

 The effort was initiated by Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, 
credited with the invention of 4,000 new Hebrew 
words—related when possible to ancient ones—
and the creation of the first modern Hebrew 
dictionary.



Swahili Map 

Arabic



Celtic: Preserving 

Endangered Languages 

 Two thousand years ago 

Celtic languages were 

spoken in much of 

present-day Germany, 

France, and northern 

Italy, as well as in the 

British Isles. 

 Today Celtic languages 

survive only in remoter 

parts of Scotland, Wales, 

and Ireland, and on the 

Brittany peninsula of 

France.

Norman 

invasion of 

1066



Celtic Groups 
 The Celtic language branch is divided into Goidelic

(Gaelic) and Brythonic groups. 

 Two Goidelic languages survive: Irish Gaelic and 

Scottish Gaelic. 

 Only 75,000 people speak Irish Gaelic exclusively. 

 In Scotland fewer than 80,000 of the people (2 

percent) speak it. 

 Over time, speakers of Brythonic (also called Cymric

or Britannic) fled westward to Wales, southwestward 

to Cornwall, or southward across the English 

Channel to the Brittany peninsula of France. 

 An estimated one-fourth of the people in Wales still 

use Welsh as their primary language, although all 

but a handful know English as well. 



Revival of Celtic 

Languages 
 Recent efforts have prevented the disappearance 

of Celtic languages. 

 Britain’s 1988 Education Act made Welsh language 
training a compulsory subject in all schools in Wales, 
and Welsh history and music have been added to 
the curriculum. 

 The number of people fluent in Irish Gaelic has 
grown in recent years as well, especially among 
younger people. 

 An Irish-language TV station began broadcasting in 
1996. 

 A couple of hundred people have now become 
fluent in the formerly extinct Cornish language, 
which was revived in the 1920s.



Revival of Celtic 

Languages 



Celtic Languages



Influences





Multilingual States

 Difficulties can arise at the boundary between 

two languages. 

 The boundary between the Romance and 
Germanic branches runs through the middle of 

Belgium and Switzerland. 

 Belgium has had more difficulty than Switzerland 

in reconciling the interests of the different 

language speakers.



Language Divisions in 

Belgium 

 There has been much 

tension in Belgium 

between Flemings, who 

live in the north and 

speak Flemish, a Dutch 

dialect, and Walloons, 

who live in the south and 

speak French.



Language Areas in 

Switzerland

 Switzerland remains 

peaceful with four 

official languages and 

a decentralized 

government structure. 



Discussion

What challenges are faced by state with a multi-

lingual population?

Does the state have an obligation to maintain a 

linguistic element of culture?

How does language preservation lead to 

development?



French-English Boundary in 

Canada 

 Although Canada is bilingual, French speakers are 

concentrated in the province of Québec, where 

80% of the population speaks French.



Isolated language is a language 

unrelated to any other and 

therefore not attached to any 

language family. 

 Ex. Basque, spoken by over 1 

million people in the Pyrenees 

Mts. of Spain.



An Unchanging 

Language: Icelandic 

 Unlike Basque, Icelandic 

is related to other 

languages. 

 Icelandic’s significance 

is that over the past 

thousand years it has 

changed less than any 

other in the Germanic 

branch.



Global Dominance of 

English 

 One of the most fundamental needs in a global 

society is a common language for 

communication. 

 Increasingly in the modern world, the language of 

international communication is English. 

 When well-educated speakers of two different 

languages wish to communicate with each other 

in countries such as India or Nigeria, they 

frequently use English.



English: An Example of a 

Lingua Franca 
 A language of international communication (internet) is 

known as a lingua franca. 

 The term, which means language of the Franks, was originally 

applied by Arab traders during the Middle Ages to describe 

the language they used to communicate with Europeans, 

whom they called Franks. 

 A group that learns English or another lingua franca may learn 

a simplified form, called a pidgin language. 

 Two groups construct a pidgin language by learning a few of 

the grammar rules and words of a lingua franca, while mixing 

in some elements of their own languages. 

 Other than English, modern lingua franca languages include 

Swahili in East Africa, Hindustani in South Asia, and Russian in 

the former Soviet Union.



African-American Lingua 

Franca 
 African-American Lingua Franca 

 Examples include dialects spoken by African-Americans and 

residents of Appalachia. 

 African-American slaves preserved a distinctive dialect in part 

to communicate in a code not understood by their white 

masters. 

 In the twentieth century living in racially segregated 

neighborhoods within northern cities and attending 

segregated schools, many blacks preserved their distinctive 

dialect. 

 That dialect has been termed Ebonics, a combination of 

ebony and phonics. 

 The American Speech, Language and Hearing Association 

has classified Ebonics as a distinct dialect, with a recognized 

vocabulary, grammar, and word meaning. 



Franglais 

 The French are particularly upset with the 

increasing worldwide domination of English. 

 French is an official language in 26 countries and 
for hundreds of years served as the lingua franca 

for international diplomats. 

 The widespread use of English in the French 

language is called franglais, a combination of 

francais and anglais, the French words for French 

and English. 



Spanglish

 Spanglish is a richer integration of English with 

Spanish than the mere borrowing of English words. 

 Spanglish has become especially widespread in 
popular culture, such as song lyrics, television, and 

magazines aimed at young Hispanic women, but 

it has also been adopted by writers of serious 

literature.


