
ETHNICITY and RACE 
in the UNITED STATES 

Ethnicity Race 
•  Cultural traditions from a hearth 
•  “ethnikos” meaning “ national” 
•  US prominent ethnic groups 
        -Asian Americans 
        -African Americans 
        -Hispanic Americans 

•  Biological 
•  Skin color 
•  Hair type and color 
•  Shape of body, head and facial 

features 
•  14 on US Census (can pick more 

than one) 
•  Geographers do not like because 

not entirely rooted in specific places 
•  Geographers prefer color of skin 



ASIANS 

Complete each of the 4 levels  
Level 1 :  What, Where and When (2000) ? 
Level 2:   Pattern ID: Identify 2 patterns for each slide in your notebook.   
Level 3:   Why does the pattern exist? 
Level 4:   So what do we do with that information? 



AFRICAN-AMERICANS 

Complete each of the 4 levels  
Level 1 :  What, Where and When (2000) ? 
Level 2:   Pattern ID: Identify 2 patterns for each slide in your notebook.   
Level 3:   Why does the pattern exist? 
Level 4:   So what do we do with that information? 



HISPANICS 

Complete each of the 4 levels  
Level 1 :  What, Where and When (2000) ? 
Level 2:   Pattern ID: Identify 2 patterns for each slide in your notebook.   
Level 3:   Why does the pattern exist? 
Level 4:   So what do we do with that information? 



CAUCASIANS 

Complete each of the 4 levels  
Level 1 :  What, Where and When (2000) ? 
Level 2:   Pattern ID: Identify 2 patterns for each slide in your notebook.   
Level 3:   Why does the pattern exist? 
Level 4:   So what do we do with that information? 



US Ethnic Concentrations 
(Ethnic Provinces) 



Where Minorities Live 
•  African Americans 

–  Over half (56%) in the South 
•  Hispanics 

–  64% in 5 States 
–  CA, AZ, NM, CO, and TX 

•  Asians 
–  59% in the Western US 
–  3 state concentrations 

•  California . . . 40% 
•  New York . . . 10% 
•  Hawaii . . . . .  10% 

•  Native Americans 
–  Nearly half (48%) in the Western US 







Effects of Ethnic Concentrations 

•  Other 
effects . .  

USA: Predominant restaurant cuisine by type 



Utah: an Ethnic Island? 

Utah is second in the nation 
only to Hawaii for the 
percentage of residents who 
are Native Hawaiian or other 
Pacific Islander. 

Two cities in the state – West 
Valley City and Salt Lake City – 
claim some of the highest 
percentages of Pacific 
Islanders in the nation. 

Finding other ethnic 
islands and provinces 



Does race matter? 
 

•  Where do we live? 
–  Over 61% of whites live in suburbs 
–  55% of blacks live in inner-cities 

•  How much to we make? 
–  Median income for whites is $35,750 
–  Median income for blacks is $20,000 

•  Do we own or rent? 
–  73% of whites own 
–  45% of blacks own 

•  Other questions . . .  






