
Formal Amendments
27 total

Add to or 

change the 

Constitution itself

Federalism in 

action

Proposal at the 

national level

Ratification at 

the state level



The Bill of Rights

 The First 10 Ammendments

 1st- Protects the civil liberties of individuals (speech, 

religion, press, assembly, petition)

 2nd- Right to bare arms (not bear arms!!)

 3rd- quartering troops (right to privacy in the home)

 4th- search and seizures (again privacy in the 

home)

 5th- rights of accused persons

 6th- fair and speedy trial

 7th- trial by jury in any civil suit where the 

controversy exceeds $20

 8th- rights to bail and against excessive punishment

 9th- ensures rights not written in constitution are still 

provided to citizens

 10th- powers not given to Central Gov. are 

reserved for the states



Other Amendments

 Amendment 11 Lawsuits against states
Amendment 12 Presidential elections
Amendment 13 Abolition of slavery
Amendment 14 Civil rights
Amendment 15 Black suffrage
Amendment 16 Income taxes
Amendment 17 Senatorial elections
Amendment 18 Prohibition of liquor
Amendment 19 Women's suffrage
Amendment 20 Terms of office
Amendment 21 Repeal of Prohibition
Amendment 22 Term Limits for the Presidency
Amendment 23 Washington, D.C., suffrage
Amendment 24 Abolition of poll taxes
Amendment 25 Presidential succession
Amendment 26 18-year-old suffrage
Amendment 27 Congressional pay raises

These are known as the “Civil 

War” or “Civil Rights” 

Amendments

http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend11
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend12
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend13
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend14
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend15
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend16
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend17
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend18
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend19
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend20
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend21
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend22
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend23
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend24
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend25
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend26
http://www.ushistory.org/documents/amendments.htm#amend27


Practice

 Rights                                                                                 Amendments

•Amendment 4

•Amendment 5

•Amendment 6

•Amendment 7

•Amendment 8

•Protects your rights to privacy
•Protects your rights to due process
•Protects you from self-incrimination
•Insures a fair and speedy trial
•Insures a jury of your peers
•Protects against excessive bail
•Insures any claim over $20 can go to trial
• Freedom from cruel or unusual punishment



Practice

 Rights                                                                                 Amendments

•Amendment 4

•Amendment 5

•Amendment 6

•Amendment 7

•Amendment 8

•Protects your rights to privacy (4)
•Protects your rights to due process (5)
•Protects you from self-incrimination (5)
•Insures a fair and speedy trial (6)
•Insures a jury of your peers (6)
•Protects against excessive bail (8)
•Insures any claim over $20 can go to trial (7)
• Freedom from cruel or unusual punishment (8)
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Redistricting- what is it and how 

does it work?

 Define: (we talked about these in the “legislative branch” notes…

 Census- a national population count taken every 10 years. The next 

one will be in 2020.

 Reapportionment- after a census is taken, # of Representatives per 

state is re-divided (reapportioned) based upon the new pop. data

 Redistricting- Once a state has a new # of Representatives (either 

via addition or subtraction) new congressional districts are redrawn 

 Gerrymandering- The drawing of district boundaries to give one 
party advantage over the other. 



examples

 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2014/05/15/amer

icas-most-gerrymandered-congressional-

districts/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.124cf8da8599

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2014/05/15/americas-most-gerrymandered-congressional-districts/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.124cf8da8599

