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Welcome to 
Illinoi(s)

The Land of Lincoln





You know I’m 
from Illinois, 
but did you 
know…









I’m from 
Illinois too!

http://south.maine207.org/


Lincoln’s 
Tomb



Illinois Constitution

 Remember Federalism?

 Reserved (10th Amendment)  & 
Concurrent Powers

 State highways, local laws, intrastate 
commerce, traffic laws, education, 
marriage, divorce laws, hospitals, 
conduct elections.



History of Capitals 

1. Kaskaskia

2. Vandalia

3. Springfield



Illinois 
Capitol 
Building





 State Bird: Cardinal
 State Tree: White Oak
 State Slogan: Land of Lincoln
 State Motto: State Sovereignty, National Union
 Added to Union: 1818
 State Song: “Illinois” [prepare to be WOW’d]
 State Insect: Monarch Butterfly
 State Mineral: Flourite
 State Flower: Blue Violet

State Symbols/Phrases

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=es66KBkHaG8




1:4 Freedom of Speech—
you can criticize the 
governor and his/her 
politics

1. Illinoisans are publically criticizing the Governor’s 
proposed budget cuts. What part of the Illinois Bill of 
Rights protects them?



1:5 Freedom of Assembly—
you can peacefully assemble 
for protest

2.Chicago protestors  shut down the Magnificent Mile 
on Black Friday. What part of the Illinois Bill of Rights 
protects them? 



1:12-19– Can’t discriminate 
against: race, color, 
nationality, or handicap

3. The Illinois Constitution protects the same basic rights as 
the U.S Constitution, but it adds bans on discrimination. 
What CANNOT be considered for employment or property 
sale/rental?



4:1 General Assembly

4. You are writing a paper about the Illinois government. 
What should you call the legislative branch?



4:1 House of Reps & Senate

5. Like the U.S Congress, the Illinois legislative branch is 
bicameral. What are the two houses called?



3:4 No, because you must register & 
vote in the district you live

6. You live in the 55th Representative District but would 
prefer to vote for the candidate in the 73rd district. Can you? 

Why or why not?



4:2 – 2 or 4 year terms based on 
which group you belong to

7. You are about to vote for the first time and totally confused 
about Illinois Senators’ term lengths. What are the TWO (2) 

possible term lengths for an Illinois Senator?



4:2 – 2 year terms

8. Voting for your Illinois Representative is much less 
confusing. How long will he or she serve?



3:4 No, but he can run once he is 21 
years old

9. Your 19-year old brother was born in Plainfield and has 
lived here all his life. He thinks he’s hot stuff. Can he run for 
the Illinois Senator in the 49th district? Why of why not?



4:9– If the houses pass with 3/5 
votes, it can override the veto

10. The Governor has threatened to veto a bill that would 
allow more casinos in Illinois. If he does, how can the 
General Assembly override his veto?



LINE-ITEM VETO

11. Why is President Trump jealous about Governor Rauner’s
special veto power?



5:1– Governor, Lt. Governor, 
Attorney General, Secretary of 
State, Comptroller & Treasurer 

12. Who are the members of the Illinois executive branch?



5:2– Yes, all members of the 
Executive Branch are elected

(The Attorney General is NOT elected in the Federal Government

13. You are about to vote for the first time and would love to 
cast a ballot for Attorney General Lisa Madigan. Can you?



5:2 every 4 years
(NEXT UP—NOVEMBER 2018)

14. You are sick and tired of Governor Rauner and Secretary 
of State Jessie White. They were elected in 2014. In what year 
will you have a change to vote them out of office?



5:3—Yes, anyone 25+years can 
run for the Executive Branch

15. Your 26 year old sister was born in Plainfield and has 
lived here all her life. She thinks she’s hot stuff. Can she run 
for Illinois Treasurer? Why or why not?



5:6 – The Lt. Governor

16. Governor Rauner is hospitalized and unable to fulfill his 
duties. Who will take his place?



5:16– Secretary of State handles 
the DMV and Driver’s Licenses 

17. When you turned 16 and got your license, which 
member of the executive branch is responsible for 
maintaining these official records?



6:1 Circuit Court

Appellate Court

Supreme Court

18. Your friend has been charged 
with a felony and has to go to trial. 
Which Illinois court will hold her 
trail? If she appeals her case, where 
will it go? If she is still unhappy 
with the outcome, what is the final 
court of appeal in Illinois?



6:10– Supreme & Appelate 10 
years, Circuit 6 years, Associate 

4 years

19. How long are the terms of all the different types of 
judges in Illinois?



General Election

20. How are Illinois judges chosen?



{ Until November 2018

Illinois’ Executive 
Branch



Executive Branch

Governor: Bruce Rauner (R)
Lt. Governor: Evelyn 
Sanguinetti (R)

Attorney General: 
Lisa Madigan (D) 

Comptroller: Susana 
Mendoza (D) 

Secretary of State: 
Jesse White (D)

Treasurer: Michael 
Frerichs (D)



Executive Branch

Governor: JB Pritzker (D)
Lt. Governor: Juliana 
Stratton (D)

Attorney General: 
Kwame Raoul (D)

Comptroller: Susana 
Mendoza (D) 

Secretary of State: 
Jesse White (D)

Treasurer: Michael 
Frerichs (D)



 Senate President: 

John Cullerton

 Speaker of the House:

Michael Madigan                  



{
There’s a lot…

just summarize the yellow



Governor’s 
Responsibilities: Chief 
executive officer, 
vetoes bills, grants 
pardons, appoints 
administrators.

Bruce Rauner (R)



 Performs all duties Governor 
gives to Lt. via Statutes

 Steps in to fulfill duties of 
Governor if He/She cannot 
fulfill their duties to the State

LT. Governor’s Responsibilities

Evelyn Sanguinetti (R)



Attorney General’s 
Responsibilities: 
Prosecutes criminals 
in all of the regions of 
the state.  Chief law 
enforcement officer in 
the state

Lisa Madigan (D) 



Legal Officer of State  (cont.)

 Assist in the prosecution. 
 May investigate and prosecute any 

violation of the Election Code at the 
request of the State Board of Elections or 
a State’s Attorney. 

 To investigate alleged violations of the 
statutes which the Attorney General has 
a duty to enforce and to conduct other 
investigations in connection with 
assisting in the prosecution of a criminal 
offense at the request of a State’s 
Attorney. 

 Sixth - To consult with and advise the 
governor and other State officers, and 
give, when requested, written opinions 
upon all legal or constitutional 
questions relating to the duties of such 
officers respectively. 

Attorney General’s Responsibilities

Lisa Madigan (D) 



 Register’s motor vehicles

 Registers License Plates

 Issues Driver’s Licenses

 Writes/Amends the Rules of 
the Road

 Issues Marriage Licenses

 Regulates Emissions Tests

 Hosts a Tumbling Team**

Secretary of State’s Responsibilities: Issues license plates and 
titles, registers corporations, enforces Illinois Securities Act, 
investigates vehicle theft, and administers the Organ Donor 
Program.

Jesse White (D)



 Collect and analyze Annual 
Financial Reports [AFRs] from 
units of local government

 Produce the Fiscal Responsibility 
Report Card

 Outreach to units of local 
government and taxpayers

 Provide training, assistance and 
information to local government 
officials

 Staff and coordinate the activities 
of the Local Government 
Advisory Board

 Maintain a central registry of all 
local units of government in 
Illinois

Comptroller’s Responsibilities: The state’s fiscal officer.  
Maintains the state’s central fiscal accounts and orders 

payments into and out of appropriate state funds.

Susana Mendoza (D) 

FISCAL YEAR: a year as 
reckoned for taxing or 
accounting purposes.



 The municipal treasurer shall receive 
all money belonging to the 
municipality and shall keep the 
treasurer's books and accounts in the 
manner prescribed by ordinance. 

 The treasurer shall keep a separate 
account of each fund or 
appropriation and the debits and 
credits belonging to the fund or 
appropriation.

 The treasurer shall give every person 
paying money into the treasury a 
receipt, specifying the date of 
payment and upon what account 
paid. 

Treasurer’s Responsibilities: Acts as the state’s 
banker.  In charge of investing in operational state 
funds, projects, and local governments.

Michael Frerichs (D)



Governor: Chief Executive

 Enforces laws

 Vetoing/approves laws 
[LINE-ITEM VETO]

 Grant pardons & reprieves

 Appoints many members of 
the state government

 Delivers an address to the 
General Assembly

 Commander-in-chief of the 
state militia (National Guard)

Requirements: 25 years old, resident for 3 years
Term: 4 years - unlimited terms



{
Legislative Offices



The General Assembly
Legislative Branch

Law-making branch

Senate & House of Representatives

59 Legislative districts

Each district has one state senator and two 
representatives

21 years old, and resident of the district for 2 
years



The State Senate

59 State Senators

2 or 4 year 
term/unlimited

Tries impeachment 
cases

approve 
appointments made 
by the Governor



{ {General Assembly Leadership

Senate President: John Cullerton - D

http://www.chicagotribune.com/about/chicagolive/chi-chicagolive-video-john-cullerton,0,6796773.htmlstory


• former Will County 
Superintendent of Schools
• voted for Gay Marriage
• voted for pension reform

State Senator 
(47th District) 

Jennifer 
Bertino-Tarrant

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Brts3TjDqGgUFQugzcpescK_DBdDOaAGT-4UcmBO32Y/viewform?pli=1


State House of 
Representatives

118 state representatives

2 from each district

2 year term/unlimited

Sole power of 
impeachment-(charge an 

official with wrongdoing)

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/93/Illinois_House_of_Representatives.jpg&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Illinois_House_of_Representatives.jpg&usg=__culgjwa7fy-m-X2wqhmm7YMc3-A=&h=2912&w=4368&sz=5713&hl=en&start=7&itbs=1&tbnid=qYpx1f3vtJiQKM:&tbnh=100&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=Illinois+House+of+Representatives&gbv=2&hl=en&safe=active


{ {General Assembly Leadership

Speaker of the House: Michael Madigan - D

http://progressillinois.com/2009/5/5/michael-madigan-hour








The Judicial Branch

 Interprets the Meaning of the 
Law

 Most recent Constitution 
from 1970

 Judges are ELECTED!!
 Three Levels:

 Illinois Supreme Court (10 
years )

 Appellate Courts (10 years)
 Circuit Courts (6 years)

 Compare: How is the Federal 
Gov’t Organized? 



{
LOCAL GOV’T



Lawrence 
Walsh County 

Executive

•Illinois has 102 
counties
•Local:  
Municipalities(city, 
village, town)



Village 
President
Michael P. 

Collins

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://profile.ak.fbcdn.net/object2/258/105/n2488331979_7068.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=2488331979&usg=__c617NZ1Z5rgoGhevaruUcj-rqBk=&h=258&w=200&sz=14&hl=en&start=107&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=51EfHRh0KoLLuM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=87&prev=/images?q=Plainfield,+Illinois+sign&gbv=2&ndsp=20&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&start=100&um=1


Locally Elected Positions

 Mayor

 Country Clerk

 County Coroner

 School Board Members

 Police Chief

 Fire Chief

 Village Board Members

 And More! 



Voting in Illinois
 18 years old, resident for 30 

days, and a citizen
 Must register 27 days before 

the election
 Do you still need to own 

land?? 
 Can states discriminate 

against you in elections?
 States are in charge of created 

election laws and running 
state/local elections (per their 
reserved power)



{ Form your opinion

Should the Voting AGE 
be lowered to 16??



 What SHOULD the requirements be for voting? Complete 
Handout B

 THEN, read the article >>>ANNOTATE
 + next to pieces of EVIDENCE that support lowering the voting 

age

 - next to pieces of EVIDENCE that support keeping the age 18

 Which side do YOU personally support the most?

>>> On the back of “Handout B,” summarize YOUR OPINION 
to this question: Should the voting age be lowered to 16? LIST 
3 reasons WHY you support your side

 GRAB THE STATE CONSTITUTION REVIEW when you 
are finished >>> Due Friday

Prepare for the “campaign”

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/should-16-year-olds-be-allowed-to-vote


{
…and at the local level



 A law specific to a town/ municipality

 EX:

 CHAMPAIGN: 

 One may not pee in his neighbor’s mouth.

 CHICAGO:

 It is legal to protest naked in front of city hall as long as you are under 
seventeen years of age and have legal permits.

 Law forbids eating in a place that is on fire.

 It is illegal to give a dog whiskey.

 It is forbidden to fish while sitting on a giraffe’s neck

 CICERO:

 Humming on public streets is prohibited on Sundays.

 CRETE:

 It is considered an offense to attempt to have sex with one’s dog.

 Cars may not be driven through the town

Local Ordinance



 A law specific to a town/ municipality

 EX:
 EVANSTON:

 It is unlawful to change clothes in an automobile with the curtains drawn, except 
in case of fire.

 JOLIET:
 Town fathers, reflecting the pet peeve of hearing their town’s name mispronounced 

‘Jolly-ETTE’ when all local folk know it’s pronounced ‘Joe-lee-ETTE’, made 
pronouncing it Jolly-ette a misdemeanor, punishable by a $5 fine.

 KIRKLAND:
 Bees are not allowed to fly over the village or through any of Kirkland's streets.

 MOLINE:
 Ice skating at the Riverside pond during the months of June and August is 

prohibited.

 NORMAL:
 It is against the law to make faces at dogs

 ZION:
 It is illegal for anyone to give lighted cigars to dogs, cats, or any other domesticated 

animals.

Local Ordinance



 Curfew

 Parking Zones

 Meters

 Speed limits and Signs

 Waste Removal

 Jaywalking/Traffic Violations (fines)

 Village Stickers

Enforceable Ordinances

https://www.municode.com/library/il/plainfield/codes/code_of_ordinances


What Local Ordinance 
would you create?



 A form of direct democracy in which citizens vote to approve 
or reject laws passed by a legislature

 Plainfield Referendums:

 Expand the Public Library (last 6 years)

Referendum Process

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/bolingbrook-plainfield/news/ct-bol-plainfield-library-expansion-public-input-tl-0702-20150626-story.html
http://patch.com/illinois/plainfield/plainfield-library-district-eyes-2016-referendum-1


 A form of direct democracy in which citizens propose laws and 
submit them directly to the voters for approval

Initiative Process



{

What new law would you 
propose for Will County?

Realistically?



 An electoral process of through which citizens can vote an elected 
official out of office before the end of his/her term.

 EXAMPLES of Successful:
 2003 recall of Gray Davis, governor of California
 2008 recall of Carmen Kontur-Gronquist, mayor of Arlington, Oregon.
 2010 recall of James Holley, mayor of Portsmouth, Virginia.
 2011 recall of Carlos Alvarez, mayor of Miami-Dade County, Florida.
 2011 recall of Wisconsin State Senator Randy Hopper
 2011 recall of Wisconsin State Senator Dan Kapanke
 2011 recall of Neal Knight, mayor of Cornelius, Oregon, and city councilors Mari Gottwald and Jamie 

Minshall, less than a year after their election, due to unhappiness over their votes to fire the city 
manager.[14]

 2011 recall of multiple Killeen, Texas elected city officials including Mayor Pro Tem Scott Cosper and four 
city council members.[15]

 2011 recall of Arizona state senator Russell Pearce.
 2011 recall of Michigan State Representative Paul Scott
 2012 recall of Bob Ryan, Mayor of Sheboygan, WI[16]

 2012 recall of Wisconsin State Senator Van H. Wanggaard[17]

 2012 recall of Janice Daniels, Mayor of Troy, Michigan[18]

 2012 recall of Melinda Myers, Clerk & Recorder of Saguache County, Colorado.
 2013 recall of Colorado Democratic State Senator John Morse[21]
 2013 recall of Colorado Democratic State Senator Angela Giron[21]
 2013 recall of Deedy Slaughter, Mayor of Port Allen, Louisiana[22]
 2014 recall of Fall River, Massachusetts Mayor William A. Flanagan
 2015 recall of three school board members in Jefferson County, Colorado

Recall Election

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_gubernatorial_recall_election,_2003
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gray_Davis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_of_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arlington,_Oregon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_W._Holley,_III
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portsmouth,_Virginia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carlos_Alvarez_(mayor)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miami-Dade_County,_Florida
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Randy_Hopper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dan_Kapanke
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cornelius,_Oregon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recall_election#cite_note-Cornelius.2C_OR.2C_recall-14
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Killeen,_Texas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recall_election#cite_note-15
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arizona_Senate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russell_Pearce
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_H._Scott
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bob_Ryan_(mayor)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recall_election#cite_note-Sheboygan.2C_WI.2C_recall-16
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Van_H._Wanggaard
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recall_election#cite_note-Wisconsin_Recall_Results-17
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Troy,_Michigan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recall_election#cite_note-Troy_MI_Recall_Results-18


Unsuccessful Recalls…what do you notice?
 2011 recall of Wisconsin State Senator Dave Hansen
 2011 recall of Wisconsin State Senator Robert Cowles
 2011 recall of Wisconsin State Senator Sheila Harsdorf
 2011 recall of Wisconsin State Senator Luther Olsen
 2011 recall of Wisconsin State Senator Alberta Darling
 2011 recall of Wisconsin State Senator Robert Wirch
 2011 recall of Wisconsin State Senator Jim Holperin
 2012 recall of Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker [unsuccessful]
 2012 recall of Wisconsin Lieutenant Governor Rebecca Kleefisch
 2012 recall of Wisconsin State Senator Scott L. Fitzgerald
 2012 recall of Wisconsin State Senator Terry Moulton
 2013 recall of La Crosse, Wisconsin City Council President Audrey 

Kader

What’s Going On? What 
drives citizens to RECALL 

officials?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dave_Hansen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Cowles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheila_Harsdorf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Luther_Olsen
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alberta_Darling
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Wirch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Holperin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisconsin_gubernatorial_recall_election
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scott_Walker_(politician)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebecca_Kleefisch
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisconsin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scott_L._Fitzgerald
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terry_Moulton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Crosse,_Wisconsin

