
Teachers: Mr. Carlson 

Room: 411 

Contact: mcarlso1@psd202.org  

Course Description: 

AP U.S. Government and Politics is a college-level semester long course that not only seeks to prepare you for success on 

the Ap Exam in May, but also provides you with the political knowledge and reasoning processes to participate meaningfully 

and thoughtfully in discussions and debates that are currently shaping American politics and society. It is important to note 

that this is not a history course; it is a political science course that studies the interconnectedness of the different parts of 

the American political system and the behaviors and attitudes that shape this system and are the byproducts of this 

system.  

Materials:  

Bring the following to class every day:  

-Pen/pencil 

-paper & binder -or- notebook  

-folder to keep any handouts we may provide to you  

Course Outline: 

Unit 1: Foundations of American Democracy 

Unit II: Interactions among Branches of Government 

Unit III: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 

Unit IV: American Political Ideology and Beliefs 

Unit V: Political Participation  

**This course will also meet graduation requirements with the completion of the United States and Illinois Constitution 

Tests. 
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Historical Thinking Skills:  

My goal, besides teaching you about the functions and theories of the American governing system, is to help students to 

develop the skills and ways of thinking of a political scientist. These include:  

Text Literacy: the ability to read and analyze primary and secondary source documents for comprehension, and to be able 

to make historical inferences from the text. 

Graphic Literacy: the ability to read graphs, charts, and data for understanding, and to be able to draw meaningful 

conclusions based upon the data. 

Persuasive Writing: the ability to write a clear historical argument that includes a thesis supported by organized evidence. 

Critical Thinking: the ability to address historical questions/ claims with evidence and reasoning as well as the ability to 

evaluate claims for accuracy.  

Research & Technology: the ability to appropriately use informational resources and technologies to address a historical 

question or problem. 

Collaboration: the ability to effectively contribute to a common learning goal alongside a team of classmates to create a 

quality product that is truly shared. 

In the process of developing these skills and acquiring knowledge about the U.S. Government, this class will challenge you to 

examine the world around you regarding issues of identity, authority, and justice. It will give you multiple points of view 

and stimuli to aide you in shaping your opinions and voice about modern issues.  

Expectations:  

Attendance: Students are expected to be in class and seated at the time of the bell.  

Participation: Students are expected to actively participate in all classroom activities. 

Accountability: Students are expected to complete all assigned tasks whether they are in or outside the classroom 

(classwork and homework). This includes absent work. Students must take the initiative to ask for what work they missed 

due to an absence. Work should be turned in early if a known absence will occur.  

Preparation: Students are expected to be prepared with all necessary materials at the start of class.  

Collaboration: Students are expected to work with and contribute to any groups they are assigned to be a part of over the 

course of this class.   

 



Grades:  

Homework/Assignments/Participation: 20% 

Assessments (tests/projects/writings): 60% 

Final Exam: 20% 

PNHS Grading Scale:  

A- 100-89.6%              D- 69.5-59.6% 

B- 89.5-79.6%             F- 59.5-0% 

C- 79.5-69.6% 

Required Documents and Court Cases: 

Documents: 

-The Declaration of Independence 

-The Articles of Confederation 

-Federalist #10 

-Brutus #1 

-Federalist #51 

-The Constitution of the United States 

-Federalist #70 

-Federalist #78 

-“Letter from Birmingham Jail”  

 

 

 

 

Late Work: Late work will be accepted. Each day 

the assignment is late, the students will lose 10% 

of the total points possible. After 10 days, no late 

work will be accepted.  

 

Court Cases: 

-Marbury v. Madison (1803)  

-McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) 

-Schenck v. United States (1919) 

-Brown v. Board of Education (1954) 

-Baker v. Carr (1961) 

-Engel v. Vitale (1962) 

-Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) 

-Tinker v. Des Moines (1969) 

-New York Times v. United States (1971) 

-Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972) 

-Roe v. Wade (1873) 

-Shaw v. Reno (1993) 

-United States v. Lopez (1995) 

-McDonald v. Chicago (2010) 

-Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission  



AP Test Breakdown: 

>55 Multiple Choice Questions: 

• Analyze and compare political concepts 

• Analyze and interpret quantitative, text-based and visual sources 

• Apply course concepts, foundational documents, and Supreme Court decisions in a 

variety of hypothetical and real-world scenarios 

Timing: 1 hour and 20 minutes- Percentage of total Exam: 50% 

>4 Free Response Questions:  

• Apply political concepts in real-world scenarios 

• Compare the decisions and implications of different Supreme Court cases 

• Analyze quantitative data 

• Develop an argument using required foundational document(s) as evidence 

Timing: 1 hour and 20 minutes- Percentage of total Exam: 50% 

 

Classroom Rules: 

1. Students are to be in class, on time, and seated by the time the bell rings to start the period. 

2. Students are not permitted to line up at the door before the bell rings. Stay at your seat until the bell rings. 

3. Students should not be using Phones or other electronic devices during instructional time (without permission 

given by Mr. Carlson).  

4. Students are expected to be kind, courteous, and especially respectful in class. You will be exposed to several 

different points of view, cultures, and beliefs. Be respectful of them, even if you do not agree.  

5. Students should be quiet and attentive when either Mr. Carlson is speaking or when another student is presenting.  

6. Students will not be allowed to leave class within the first or last 5 minutes of class except in specific 

circumstances/emergencies.  

7. Students will be expected to follow all the rules laid out in the student handbook which can be found on the PNHS 

website.  

 

              


