
 

AP U.S. Government and Politics Syllabus 
Fall 2018 - Mr. Krause, S.  

skrause@psd202.org 815-577-4400 ext. 6484 

Section #1: Overview of the Course and the AP Exam 

Introduction to AP U.S. Government and Politics: 
AP U.S. Government and Politics is a college-level semester-long course that not only seeks to prepare you for 
success on the AP Exam in May, but also provide you with the political knowledge and reasoning processes to 
participate meaningfully and thoughtfully in discussions and debates that are currently shaping American politics and 
society. It is important to note that this course is not a history course; it is a political science course that studies the 
interconnectedness of the different parts of the American political system and the behaviors and attitudes that shape 
this system and are the byproduct of this system. 

AP U.S. Government and Politics accomplishes these goals by framing the acquisition of political knowledge around 
enduring understandings and big ideas about American government and politics that can be applied to a set of 
disciplinary practices through the use of a set of reasoning processes. Through the development of this set of political 
knowledge, disciplinary practices, and reasoning processes, by the end of the course, you will be able to analyze 
current and historical political events like a political scientist and develop factually accurate, well- reasoned, thoughtful 
arguments and opinions that acknowledge and grapple with alternative political perspectives. 

The course will be organized around the following units of study: 

Unit 1: Foundations of American Democracy  
Unit 4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs  
Unit 5: Political Participation 
Unit 2: Interactions Among Branches of Government 
Unit 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights 

This course will also meet graduation requirements with the completion of the United States and Illinois 
Constitution tests. 

The political knowledge, enduring understandings, and big ideas acquired and developed in each unit will be 
applied to the disciplinary practices using the reasoning processes outlined below. 

Overview of the AP Exam and Keys to AP Exam Success: 
The AP U.S. Government and Politics Exam will be comprised of the following sections: 

55 Multiple-Choice Questions:  
Structure – The questions on multiple choice will ask you to: 

 Analyze and compare political concepts 
 Analyze and interpret quantitative, text-based, and visual sources 
 Apply course concepts, foundational documents, and Supreme Court decisions in a variety of hypothetical and 

real-world scenarios 

Timing: One hour and 20 minutes - Percentage of Total Exam: 50% 

4 Free-Response Questions: 
Structure – The four questions on the free response will ask students to: 

 Apply political concepts in real-world scenarios 
 Compare the decisions and implications of different Supreme Court cases 
 Analyze quantitative data 
 Develop an argument using required foundational documents as evidence  
 

  Timing: One hour and 40 minutes - Percentage of Total Exam: 50% 



As the breakdown of the AP Exam highlights, success in this course and on the AP Exam requires far more than the 
memorization of political knowledge. Success in this course and on the AP Exam requires connection-making with the 
aim of being able to analyze political information, regardless of the format the information is presented, and develop a 
factually accurate, thoughtful, and well-reasoned opinion regarding this information. 

The different pieces of the course fit together in pursuit of this aim through course content and big ideas, 
reasoning processes, and disciplinary practices. 

Course Content and Big Ideas: 
The course content consists of the essential political knowledge that will be synthesized in the construction of 
enduring understandings and big ideas about American government and politics. The big ideas that connect the 
content in the course units include: 

 Constitutionalism (CON) 
 Liberty and Order (LOR) 
 Civic Participation in a Representative Democracy (PRD) 
 Competing Policy-Making Interests (PMI) 
 Methods of Political Analysis (MPA) 

Reasoning Processes: 
The reasoning processes are the thought processes that will facilitate connection-making and analysis in the pursuit 
of effectively executing the disciplinary practices in the course. In other words, the reasoning processes form the 
cognitive bridge between the course content/big ideas and the disciplinary practices. The reasoning processes in 
this course include: 

 Definition/Classification: Demonstrating knowledge of course concepts 
 Explain - Process: Explaining political processes 
 Explain - Causation: Explaining causes and effects of political principles, institutions, processes, 

and behaviors 
 Explain - Comparison: Explaining similarities and differences among political principles, 

institutions, processes, and behaviors 

Disciplinary Practices: 
The disciplinary practices are the tasks students will apply to the course content using the reasoning processes. 
Becoming proficient in these disciplinary practices gives you the tools to analyze political information, regardless 
of the format, and develop a factually accurate, thoughtful, and well-reasoned argument or opinion about an issue 
related to American government and politics. The disciplinary practices in this course include: 

 Practice 1: Apply political concepts and processes to scenarios in context 
 Practice 2: Apply Supreme Court decisions 
 Practice 3: Analyze and interpret quantitative data represented in tables, charts, graphs, maps, 

and infographics 
 Practice 4: Read, analyze, and interpret foundational documents and other text-based and visual sources 
 Practice 5: Develop an argument in essay format 

Every AP Exam question fuses course content, reasoning processes, and disciplinary practices. Thus, in-class and 
outside of class assignments will focus on the acquisition of course content and the application of course content to 
disciplinary practices using reasoning skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Textbook and Online Resources: 



Schmidt, Shelley, & Bardes.  American Government and Politics Today, 2007-2008 ed.  Belmont, California:  
Wadsworth/Thomason Learning, 2008. 

**Your text will be supplemented extensively with classroom handouts, readings, newspapers, etc. throughout the 
semester.  It will largely serve as a reference document. 

Additionally, you have access to the following free online resources: 
 Oyez – This online database provides succinct and accessible overviews for all Supreme Court cases. 
 The National Constitution Center’s Interactive Constitution – This online resource is an annotated U.S. 

Constitution that includes essays from multiple perspectives that frame the debates underlying key clauses and 
provisions of the U.S. Constitution. The National Constitution Center also has a blog that applies constitutional 
principles to current events. 

 AP Central – This site has everything you ever wanted to know about AP U.S Government and Politics  

Required Supreme Court Cases:  

This course will incorporate the analysis of the following 15 required Supreme Court cases: 
 Marbury v. Madison (1803) 
 McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) 
 Schenck v. United States (1919) 
 Brown v. Board of Education (1954) 
 Baker v. Carr (1961) 
 Engel v. Vitale (1962) 
 Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) 
 Tinker v. Des Moines Independent Community School District (1969) 
 New York Times Company v. United States (1971) 
 Wisconsin v. Yoder (1972) 
 Roe v. Wade (1973) 
 Shaw v. Reno (1993) 
 United States v. Lopez (1995) 
 McDonald v. Chicago (2010) 
 Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission (FEC) (2010) 

For each of these cases, the facts, issues, holdings, and reasoning underlying the majority and dissenting opinions can 
be found through the Oyez database online. Oyez also has an app that can be downloaded to smartphones. 
You will be required to complete multiple assignments analyzing and comparing these cases with other non- required 
cases.  

The list above is not an exhaustive list of the Supreme Court cases that will be analyzed and discussed in this 
course. Additionally, you will have access to information and majority/dissenting opinion excerpts for cases that 
complement the required cases, such as: 

 Gonzales v. Raich (2005) to go along with the analysis of McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) 
 Heart of Atlanta Motels v. United States (1964) to go along with the analysis of United States v. Lopez 

(1995) 
 Zelman v. Simmons-Harris (2002) to go along with the analysis of Engel v. Vitale (1962) 
 Morse v. Frederick (2007) to go along with the analysis of Tinker v. Des Moines (1969) 

Required Foundational Documents:  
This course will incorporate the analysis and discussion of nine required foundational documents to help understand 
the context and beliefs of the founders and their critics and the debates surrounding the writing and ratification of 
the U.S. Constitution: 

 The Declaration of Independence 
 The Articles of Confederation 
 Federalist #10 

 
 Brutus No. 1 
 Federalist No. 51 



 The Constitution of the United States 
 Federalist No. 70 
 Federalist No. 78 
 “Letter from Birmingham Jail” 

You will also be responsible for other related readings, such as: 

 Excerpts from Locke’s Second Treatise of Civil Government to go along with the analysis of the 
Declaration of Independence 

 “Letters from the Federal Farmer to the Republican I” to go along with the analysis of the Articles of 
Confederation 

 Essays from the National Constitution Center’s “Matters of Debate” series (Interactive Constitution 
resource) to go along with the analysis of the Tenth Amendment 

 
Grading Categories:  
Your semester grade will be determined by the following weighted categories: 
 
Homework & Classwork   10% 
Civic Engagement Project   5% 
Participation & Discussion   5% 
Quizzes, Writings, Debates   15% 
Unit Exams (multiple choice, FRQ’s)  45% 
Final Exam     20% 

 
Civic Engagement Project 
The civic engagement project in this course will consist of thoroughly selecting and researching a policy issue and 
taking action to influence government officials and/or others to support your issue and/or cause.  A policy and action 
proposal will be due by the end of September which will give you a month or more to take some concrete actions.  You 
will share your project with the class during November and December. 

 

Some Class Specifics:  
Make-up Policy 

 After each absence check in our class binder and/or with Mr. Krause to see what work was missed.  

 A student has one week to make up any work/tests missed following an absence failure to make things up in a 
timely manner may result in ½ credit. 

 Schedule a time to make-up work in advance.  

Class Materials 

 Pens, paper, notebook, binder (w/dividers), folder, index cards – specifically for AP Gov! 

Late Work 

 All work is to be turned in on the date it is due at the beginning of class, late work will only be accepted in 
extreme circumstances. 

Class Rules 

 RESPECT!!! 

 Act like an adult and be treated as one. 

 

 
 

 


