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Unit 4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs 
(Textbook Chapters 1 & 6) 

 
As you complete your reading and study of Unit 1, keep in mind the following questions and objectives, these are the 
concepts you should be able to explain/identify/discuss at the completion of the unit. 

Essential Questions: 
 How are American political beliefs formed and how do they evolve over time? 
 How do political ideology and core values influence government policy making? 

 
  What you need to know: 

1. Citizen beliefs about government are shaped by the intersection of demographics, political culture, and dynamic 
social change. 

a. Explain the relationship between core beliefs of U.S. citizens and attitudes about the role of government. 
b. Explain how cultural factors influence political attitudes and socialization. 

 
2. Public opinion is measured through scientific polling, and the results of public opinion polls influence public 

policies and institutions. 
a. Describe the elements of a scientific poll. 
b. Explain the quality and credibility of claims based on public opinion data. 

 
3. Widely held political ideologies shape policy debates and choices in American policies. 

a. Explain how ideologies of the two major parties shape policy debates.  
b. Explain how U.S. political culture (values, attitudes, and beliefs) influences the formation, goals, and 

implementation of public policy over time. 
c. Describe different political ideologies on the role of government in regulating the marketplace. 
d. Explain how political ideologies vary on the government’s role in regulating the marketplace.  
e. Explain how political ideologies vary on the role of the government in addressing social issues. 
f. Explain how different ideologies impact policy on social issues. 
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Notecards: Identify (define, state the importance, explain, & give an example) these terms as you read or after 
you read on a separate notecard for each.  These are due on the day of the next exam and will be the primary 
component of your homework grade.  Additionally, these will be an excellent review for the AP Exam 
depending on your effort and clarity.  You should complete these as you read or using outside resources. 

 
Key Terms:  
Individualism 
Equality of Opportunity 
Free Enterprise 
Rule of Law 
Limited Government 
Political Socialization 
Political Culture 
Opinion Polls 
Tracking Polls 
Exit Polls 
Sampling Techniques 
Sampling Error 
Democratic Party 
Republican Party 
Conservative Ideology 
Liberal Ideology 
Libertarian Ideology 
Keynesian Economics 
Supply-Side Economics 
Fiscal Policy 
Monetary Policy 
the Federal Reserve 
 

 

Unit 4: Homework & Assessment Outline 
 

Friday, September 7 Schmidt, pp. 9-18 
Monday, September 10 Schmidt, pp. 19-23 
Tuesday, September 11 Article: Bipolar Disorder 
Wednesday, September 12 Article: Bipolar Disorder 
Thursday, September 13 Political Socialization Project 
Friday, September 14 Political Socialization Project 
Monday, September 17 Article: How Public Opinion Came to Play… 
Tuesday, September 18 Schmidt, pp.191-203 
Wednesday, September 19 Schmidt, pp. 203-210 
Thursday, September 20 Schmidt, pp.210-215 
Friday, September 21 Study for Amendments Quiz, finish notecards 
Monday, September 24 Amendments Quiz 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 


