
AP GOPO – Fall 2018- Krause 

AP United States Government & Politics 
Civic Action Project 

 

Students must complete at least 70 points of service learning in order to pass the class, meet the state 
requirement for civics education, and receive credit for the required Civic Action Project. The tasks are of 
varying difficulty and the more difficult tasks will earn more points.  The assignment is worth up to 100 points.  
The more you complete and of course the higher quality, the higher your grade will be.  This project is worth 
5% of your final grade in the course. 

1. Interest Group Membership (up to 30 points) 
a. Join an interest group of your choice. 
b. Provide evidence that you joined an interest group (screen shot, welcome letter, swag, etc) 
c. Write a one page written response describing why you joined the group, the mission of the 

group, how the group influences government, and what you are going to do as a member. 
 

2. Legislator Contact (up to 20 points per interaction) 
a. Contact legislators that represent you 
b. Email, written letter, and phone calls are acceptable means of contact 
c. Local officials, state officials, and federal representatives can all be contacted 
d. The contact must be about an issue that is relevant to your life and something the representative 

can help you solve.  Your interaction must show that you researched and presented an informed 
opinion. 

e. Ensure you know who you spoke to and/or emailed with…it’s not always the legislator 
themselves. 

f. A one page description of the interaction must be submitted.  Yes, interactions can be about the 
same issue. 

g. Limit: 3 legislator contacts 
 

3. Board Meeting Attendance (up to 25 points) 
a. Attend a village board meeting, board of education or other board or commission meeting 
b. Provide evidence that you attended the meeting 
c. Write a one page description of the meeting including how/why citizens attend and can impact 

government through these interactions. 
d. Limit: 2 board meetings 

 

4. Board Meeting Interaction (up to 70 points) 
a. Speak at a board of education, village board or other local government meeting 
b. Provide evidence that you spoke at the meeting and presented an informed valid opinion. 
c. Provide one page description about the experience and the topic you discussed. 

 

5.  Online Issue Petition (30 points) 
a. Create an online petition about an issue on a legitimate forum 
b. Provide evidence that you created the petition 
c. Receive at least 75 signatures on the petition 
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d. Write a one page description about the reason for the petition, goal of the petition, and potential 

outcomes of the petition.  Your petition and description must show informed understanding of 
the issue and legitimate solutions. 

e. The forum must be approved (examples: White House website, Change.org) 
 

6. Comments for proposed legislation/regulation (15 points)  
a. Provide public comments on federal or state legislation or new regulation: 

 https://www.regulations.gov/ 

 https://www.federalregister.gov/ 

 https://www.countable.us/ 
b. Provide evidence that you made a thoughtful, informed comment on legislation or regulation. 
c. Write a half page description of the legislation or regulation and how your comments help the 

legislative/regulatory process. 
d. Limit: 3 comments on legislation/regulation 

 

7. Develop and Implement a survey about a political topic or policy (have this approved) and share 
findings with the appropriate organization (up to 75 points) 

a. Collect and analyze data using proper polling procedures. 
b. Evaluate data to support a position and inform public officials about the implications of this data. 
c. Write a one page description and evaluation of your research and presentation. 

 

8. Media Literacy (up to 60 points) 
a. select a political issue and research how that issue is being framed and reported on in multiple 

media outlets.   
b. Use your research to develop a framework for discerning false, misleading, or biased 

information, including determining criteria for what makes a credible source. 
c. Present your research and your framework to your class or others through a presentation which 

makes recommendations for savvy media usage. 
 

9. Citizen Action Campaign (up to 70/60 points) 
a. Design a civic action campaign to increase awareness about a policy issue or to increase civic 

participation. 
b. Investigate the issue and an advocacy group that engages with that issue or action 
c. Develop a policy memo detailing the issue, the position of the campaign, and strategies for 

enacting the policy including which governmental institutions would be most likely to create 
policy change. 
OR 

d. Create a blog or public service announcement (Youtube video, radio commercial, video PSA) to 
inform or persuade others. 
 

10. Government in My Community Portfolio (up to 55 points) 
a. Collect and annotate articles or stories (approximately 8-10) from local sources (e.g. newspapers, 

magazines, websites) about government actions (laws, services, events, etc) in your community 
b. Compile a portfolio of the articles with analyses of the implications and impact of the 

governmental actions and outcome. 


