
 
Rhetoric 

Sept. 24-28, 2018 
 
Weekly objective: Culminate the Common Application essay; begin analyzing and discussing Education essays 
from Rereading America 
 
Journal: Many Americans believe that the key to success is a quality education. What do you think about this 
concept? What are your thoughts on the American education system? Consider your own educational experiences.  
 
Monday 

● Finish meeting individually with students to go over rough draft (I think there’s only two more of you I 
need to meet with) 

● Peer edit each other’s rough drafts--get at least two peer edits 
Homework: Personal Essay Final Draft turned in on 
turniton.com by Wednesday at noon; bring Rereading 
America with you to class on Wednesday 

Tuesday 
● Finish peer edits of personal essay 
● Write journal rough draft 

Homework: Personal Essay Final Draft turned in on 
turniton.com by Wednesday (tomorrow) at noon; 
bring Rereading America with you to class tomorrow  

Wednesday 
● Journal peer edit 
● Discuss journal 
● Begin discussing education, initially in your table groups, then as a whole: 

○ Honestly, how much effort do you put into school?Why?; Is standardized testing an effective way 
to assess a student’s knowledge?; Do you feel you are prepared for college? Why? If not, what 
more do you think that you need?; Is there one person throughout your education who helped you 
to look at education differently?; What is the purpose of an education system? 

● Discuss Levels of Questions (on the back of your agenda) 
● Begin reading “The Essentials of a Good Education” pg. 105, answering Engaging the Text questions: 1, 2, 

and 4. Also, come to class with two good (Level 2 and/or 3) discussion questions pertaining to the text (on 
a separate sheet of paper from your Engaging the Text questions). 

Homework: Finish “Essentials of a Good Education” 
assignment 

Thursday 
● Journal final draft 
● Discuss “The Essentials of a Good Education”, using the fishbowl method for participation points. 

 
Friday 

● Finish any discussion from yesterday 
● Look at the cartoon on page 123: discuss 
● Begin reading “Against School” on page 114, answering Engaging the Text questions 1,2 (second question 

only), and 3. Also, come to class with two good (Level 2 and/or 3) discussion questions pertaining to the 
text (on a separate sheet of paper from your Engaging the Text questions). 

Homework: Finish “Against School” assignment 
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Levels of Questions 
 

 
 

 
Level One: Answer can be found directly in text. A good level one question is crucial to the 

discussion of the story. 

What does the character bring with him to the party? 

How does the hostess respond to his arrival? 

 

Level Two: Answer (or possible answers) can be inferred from text.  A “yes” or “no” answer is 

not sufficient.  Answers may vary, as long as there is supportive evidence. 

How does the character feel about this party? 

Does he want to antagonize the hostess?  Why or why not? 

 

Level Three: Answer goes beyond text.  Specific references to the story may not exist at all, or if 

they do, they will be springboards to more universal issues. 

Why are social events sometimes difficult for people? 

 
 
 
 

(Source of “level” terms: The College Board) 


