
English Rhetoric I&II      

Course Syllabus 2019-2020 

Miss Willis     

ywillis@psd202.org   
815-609-8506 ext. 7973      

 
District Curriculum Guide Details: 
Prerequisite: Completed Accuplacer test—Reading score  of  80-120, or 70-79 + SN "Green" or "1," 
and a score in Writing of 6-8, or 5 + SN "Green" or "1"; or, ACT English composite score of 20 or 
better; or, SAT Evidence-Based Reading and Writing score of 500-800 
Description: This course is designed to teach writing skills necessary for success in college. It is 
required for students intending to continue in a baccalaureate program. Special emphasis is placed 
upon summary writing, exposition, and argumentation. This course is offered as a dual credit 
course through Joliet Junior College. Students who successfully complete this course receive 3 
semester hours of credit for English 101 and 102 – Rhetoric at Joliet Junior College. This course 
carries a weighted grade. 
 
Course Outcomes: 

Rhetoric I&II offers a unique opportunity to engage diverse perspectives on complex social and 
cultural issues that will challenge your awareness and maybe disrupt your perceptions and 
understanding of the world at large. 
  
Throughout the semester you will work in multiple mediums to intelligently and articulately 
analyze complex issues in oral and written forms. Along the way you also will develop practical, 
enduring skills you can apply when faced with the challenges that await you in college and beyond. 
 
This is a tremendous opportunity for independent thought and action. The more control you assert 
over what you learn here, the better prepared you will be for whatever is expected of you after 
graduating. Put some faith in the advice and instruction you receive; challenge yourself and take 
ownership over your own learning; be willing to take risks. 
 

Rhetoric I&2 satisfy four of JJC’s General Education Student Learning Outcomes, as follows: 

❏ Students will demonstrate organized and coherent communication, both oral and written. 

❏ Students will demonstrate competence in using academic technology including finding, 

evaluating, and utilizing appropriate information sources. 

❏ Students will demonstrate an understanding of cultural issues. 

❏ Students will demonstrate an ability to think critically and analytically. 

 

 



Anticipated Units/Topics*

Personal Narratives  

Rhetorical analysis 

Education Issues  

Family 

 

Trauma 

Gender  

Race  

Technology 

Politics 
*All units, content, and timelines subject to change at instructor discretion. 

 

Please note: Essays and texts read in class may contain adult content and situations, controversial subjects, and 

questionable language; they may also discuss sensitive ethnic, racial, gender, religious, social, cultural, and 

economic issues, among many others.  However, none is meant to offend.  An adult and objective mind is necessary, 

as the ultimate goal is to develop, challenge, and advance critical thinking skills, and therefore improve reading and 

writing skills. 

  

Grading:   

Each assignment will have a point value. Rather than all points simply accumulating throughout the 

semester, assignments will be weighed in the following manner: 

  

Homework/Classwork             15%            

Assessments                                65% 

Final Exam (1st semester only)              20% 

  

Assessment Breakdowns: quizzes, formal essays, presentations, and projects 

Grading Scale Percentages: 90-100 A      80-89 B        70-79 C        60-69 D        59-0 F 

 

Homework and Late Work: 

1. It is YOUR responsibility to get the missing work (from the blue mailbox) when you are absent.  

2. The agenda, which is passed out every week, posted on my teacher webpage, and posted in the 

classroom, is where you can see what you will be missing if you are gone with an unexcused absence. 

Because you have access to this, there is NO excuse for you to not have completed work that you were 

unexcused for. 

3. It is your responsibility to actively check your *Google Classroom to stay up to date on 

communication that I will have with you. 

4. If you are not here, or do not turn your work in on time, a zero will be placed as a placeholder until the 

work has been turned in.   

5. Keep the lines of communication open with me; if you cannot turn something in on time, contact me 

via email (ywillis@psd202.org) to avoid penalty. 

6. When homework is assigned, unless stated otherwise, it is due the next school day. 

7. In order for homework to be counted on time, it must be turned in/completed at the beginning of the 

class period. 

8. Late work will only be accepted for a week after it is assigned, and an additional 10% (unless stated 

otherwise) will be taken off for each day the assignment is late. Work turned in beyond this point 

will NOT be accepted except for in cases of emergency, to be determined by me. 

9. Keep all papers that are handed back to you to avoid grade discrepancies 

 
*Directions will be given out in class on how to access Google Classroom 

mailto:ywillis@psd202.org


Bathroom Policy→ We are all adults in here; therefore, unless it is a medical emergency, we will 

practice restraint when it comes to chronically using the restroom on a daily basis. And, if you MUST use 

the restroom, students may use the bathroom one at a time, only during downtimes in the class period (to 

be determined by Miss Willis). Don’t let a few students ruin this privilege for everyone. 
 

 

Cell Phones→ According to the student handbook, “Cell phones, tablets, or any wearable technology 

may only be used during non-instructional time such as lunch time and passing periods”. Cell phone 

usage will NOT be tolerated during instructional time. This includes wearing earbuds and air pods. 

Expect disciplinary action to take place if this rule is violated. 

 

Expectations: 

A RESPECTFUL student will… 

❏ Be present, punctual, and prepared 

❏ Engage the reading, writing, and discussion opportunities offered 

❏ Involve himself in activities and remain cognizant of others’ opinions, values and beliefs 

❏ Cultivate and maintain an environment rooted in trust, support, and respect 

❏ Listen carefully, keep an open mind, have a sense of humor – speaking up >  sitting idle 

❏ Focus his energy – environment and atmosphere predominantly depend on you 
 
Turnitin.com: 

Many of the longer writing assignments that you will complete will be submitted through turnitin.com. 

Below is the Class ID and enrollment key for this class. 

3rd hour: 21856852 / willis3 

6th hour: 21856913/willis6 

 
 


