Upcoming Dates
···

Tigers,
I hope we are all settled back into our routines now that we are a few weeks
into the second semester. I would like to remind parents to complete the 5
Essentials Survey on our website (Quick Links) before Feb 15th. This information
gives us feedback on how things are going at North academically and with the
building climate but is also tied to our school rating.
The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), which rates a school using a performance rubric, is new this school year. The rubric is based on academics (75%)
and school quality/success (25%). The 5 Essentials Survey is tied to the school
quality/success portion of the rating system and we need at least 20% of our
parents to complete it. When the ratings were last published, North received an
“exemplary” mark. I would appreciate your participation with this survey before
the deadline.
As the only high school and one of four schools in District 202 with an
“exemplary” mark, we celebrate this success together. It takes the entire

February 4
School Improvement
Early Release 11:15 a.m.
February 6
National Letter of
Intent Signing Day
Auditorium 2:15 p.m.
February 9
Talent Show
Auditorium 6:00 p.m.

school community to make a school successful. I’m blessed to be part of the
process, but without supportive parents, great teachers, and motivated
students, it would not possible. I look forward to working towards this
achievement every year.
I want to remind you that we do not have the traditional parent-teacher
conferences this spring across District 202. Even though we do not have a
formal process, I encourage all parents to reach out to specific teachers to
address any questions or concerns before they become a problem. You can
access our staff directory on the Plainfield North website.

February 12
Band Concert
Auditorium 7:00 p.m.
February 18
President’s Day
NO SCHOOL
February 21
Choir Concert
Auditorium 7:00 p.m.

5 Essentials Survey Link
http://survey.5-essentials.org/illinois/survey/parent/
Go Tigers!
Ross Draper, Principal
rdraper@psd202.org
(815) 609-8506

12005 South 248th Avenue, Plainfield, Illinois 60585 Phone: (815) 609-8506 Fax: (815)254-6138
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Curriculum And Instruction
If you are taking two or more exams find and circle each exam below to make sure you have no testing conflicts (three or more
exams on the same day, or two exams on the same day and time). If there is a conflict identify which exam you plan to take late on
the front of this form by marking "Late Exam" next to the exam name.

Second semester will be bringing about a wide range of
testing for our students. As we approach each of the
testing dates, there will be more information relating to
the specifics of each test. The state-required tests are the
SAT for juniors and PSAT for freshmen and sophomores on
April 9th and the Illinois Science Assessment for students
in Biology and Biology Honors. The Illinois Science Assessment is taken during one period in their Biology class. The
window for this testing is March 1st - April 30th. More
details about the exact testing dates will be forthcoming
once a schedule is finalized. Advanced Placement test
registration is underway and due no later than March
15th. The testing window is from May 6th - May 17th.
Below are copies of the registration form and schedule of
tests that each AP student should have received.

AP Exam Schedule
Week 1

Morning 8 AM

Afternoon 12 Noon

Monday, May 6

United States Government and
Politics

Environmental Science

Tuesday, May 7

Spanish Language and Culture

Physics 1: Algebra-Based

Wednesday, May 8

English Literature & Composition

French Language and Culture

Thursday, May 9

Chemistry

German Language and Culture

Friday, May 10

United States History

Afternoon 2 PM

Psychology

Week 2

Morning 8 AM

Computer Science Principles

Studio Art*

Afternoon 12 Noon

Monday, May 13

Biology

Physics C: Mechanics

Tuesday, May 14

Calculus AB

Art History

Calculus BC

Human Geography

Wednesday, May 15

English Language & Composition

Thursday, May 16

World History

Statistics

Friday, May 17

Microeconomics

Computer Science A

Afternoon 2 PM
Physics C: Electricity &
Magnetism

Music Theory
* Last day for coordinators to submit digital portfolios

Stan Bertoni, Associate Principal
sbertoni@psd202.org
Sharon Piemonte, Administrative Assistant
spiemont@psd202.org

Special Education

Plainfield North High School ~ 2019 AP Exam Registration Form
Registration Deadline: March 15, 2019
Registration Questions? Contact Sharon Piemonte (815)230-4500 ext. 7563 or spiemont@psd202.org

MARK YOUR CALENDARS—SAVE THESE DATES

Student Information - Please print all information clearly
Student Name:

Student ID #:

Address:

Gr:

These are the dates for our Next Steps Presentations for

City, State, Zip:

2018-2019. The presentations will be at the Plainfield

Parent Name:
Parent Phone #:

Parent Email:

District Office from 6:30-8:00 p.m.

AP Exam Selection, Multiple AP Exam Testing Conflicts & Late Exams
If you are taking more than one AP Exam find and circle the exams you are registering to take on the back of this form. If you have
three or more exams on the same day, or two exams on the same day and time you will need to take a late exam. There is no
additional charge for these exams. Write "Late Exam" next to the test below for the exam you plan to take during late testing. If
you wish to take an exam that is not listed below, please contact us.
Art History

Environmental Science

Physics C: Mechanics

Biology

French Language

Psychology

Calculus AB

German Language

Spanish Language

Calculus BC

Human Geography

Statistics

Chemistry

Microeconomics

Studio Art

Computer Science A

Music Theory

United States Government

Computer Science Principles

Physics 1

United States History

English Language (11th)

Physics C: Electricity/Magnetism

World History

February 19th—Britney Qualls, Work Incentive Planning
(WIPA)
March 19th—Sherri Schneider, Family Benefit Solutions

April 16th—Mary Anne Ehlert, Protected Tomorrows

NEXT STEPS is a parent training and resource network
focused on the topic of planning for a students successful
transition from high school to adult life. Join us for these
important presentations on transition.
Call 815-280-2814 for more information.

English Literature (12th)

# of Regular Exams Selected: ______ x $94.00 =

Total
Amount Due:

$

Please make checks payable to: Plainfield North High School
Refund Policy
If a student registers for an exam and cancels on or before March 15, 2019, a refund of $94.00 will be issued. If a student registers for an
exam and cancels on or after March 18, 2019 but before taking the exam, a refund of $70.00 will be issued. Once you begin an exam
(break the test seal, write on an exam booklet or answer sheet, insert the exam CD into the CD-ROM drive) no refund will be issued. Any
student wishing to cancel an exam must have a completed AP Exam Cancelation Form, signed by a parent/guardian. This form will be
available on the PNHS website home page under the heading "AP Exam Information".
Special Accommodations
If you have requested and been approved by the College Board for testing accommodations, please complete the following:
SSD Code:

List specific approved accommodations:
Signatures
Parent/Guardian
Signature:

Student Signature:

Office Use Only

Date:

Amount:

Check No:

MO/CC

Cash
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Thank you in advance for your continued cooperation
as we work together to provide a safe learning environment for our students here at North. Please let us
know if you have any questions.

Dean’s Office
With the start of the second semester, we would like
to review the consequences for “vaping” or the use
of electronic smoking devices while on school property. This action is considered a Level 2 offense in the
student handbook. The first infraction will result in
your student receiving a $250 ticket from the Plainfield Police Department and your student will have to
also successfully complete a four hour detention. It is
our intent to be proactive and preventative when
dealing with such issues. Students who continue to
vape in school will receive subsequent tickets from
the Plainfield Police Department and be assigned to
our two-day Refocus program. If a student is found
using or in possession of a vape with THC, the consequence will be $500 ticket and Catalyst.

STUDENTS SERVICES
Parents,
The week of Jan. 19th, students met one on one with their counselors to preliminarily choose courses for the 2019-2020 school year. All
course selections are now able to be viewed on Home Access Center. I have included screenshots below to reference. I encourage you to
look over your son or daughter’s selections and have a discussion with them about the classes they chose. Students have until Friday,
February 8th to make any changes. The scheduling window will reopen from May 1st until the last day of the school year to make course
changes pending availability. If you have any questions, please contact your student’s counselor.
Art Stafford
Assistant Principal Student Services
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Chemistry classes are learning how salt
lowers the freezing point of ice as
students use rock salt to make ice
cream. YUM!!

Science
Thank you to the Math and Science
teachers that helped incoming 8th grade
students and their parents during
Exploration Night.

The Math and Science Division jumped into second semester with a
variety of engaging learning activities. We look forward to an exciting semester and strong finish to the school year!

Math:

Mrs. Sicinski's Biology classes have been learning
about the structure and function of DNA. They recently performed a DNA extraction lab
using the lab group's choice of
shrimp, bananas, kiwis, mushrooms and chicken. The results
were exciting for the students
as well as Mrs. Sicinski!

Students in Discrete Math have been learning about Election Theory. Topics included different methods of determining a “winner,”;
why we mathematically tend to have a 2 party system; and connections to the real world. Examples used in classes included Heisman
Award and NBA MVP that use Borda Method; Electoral college
is based on Power Voting method; and The Best Picture Award at
the Oscars uses Sequential Runoff method.

Geometry classes have studied Pythagorean Theorem and it’s
converse to determine if a given triangle can be classified as right,
acute, or obtuse. We also studied special right triangles and are now introducing Trigonometry to further students’
understanding of right triangles.

Science:
Physics classes just completed a circular motion lab.

Other Biology classes
created models of DNA
structure. (DNA)
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World Language

American Sign Language 1

French 1 is off to a great start in 2nd semester. We are currently finishing
Unit 5 in which we are learning how to talk about family members, including
their personalities, characteristics, birthdays, age, and professions. We are
also learning about various African nationalities. We will take the Unit 5 test
at the beginning of February, which includes a multiple choice section to
assess reading and listening skills, as well as writing and speaking sections. Please see Madame Moore’s teacher page for specific dates.

Students in American Sign Language are learning more than just a new
language this month! Students are exploring the function of the ear and
the impact of hearing loss on a language and Deaf culture.
Students created 3D models of the ear to better understand how the ear
functions and what causes a hearing loss.
Fun Fact: Did you know the three smallest bones in our body are found in
the ear! Find an American Sign Language 1 student and ask them if they
remember the names.

To practice at home, you can ask:
Comment es-tu? (Koh-moh eh too) = What are you like?
French 3H is off to a great start studying Unit 5 where we are learning how
to ask for hotel and restaurant information when taking a trip abroad. We
are studying the French hotel industry, the region of Dijon, and French cinema. We will be watching the film, Jean de Florette, during this unit and
analyzing the film using our new vocabulary. Our main grammar topic is the
subjunctive mood, which is used when using expressions of emotion, wishes, desires, doubts, and uncertainties.
To practice at home, ask your child:
Quelles prestations préfères-tu dans un hôtel? = Which amenities do
you prefer in a hotel?
French 4/AP is starting 2nd semester with the AP theme Personal & Public
Identities (La Quête de Soi). We will have our first Café Classe for second
semester at the beginning of February where we will discuss societal issues
that affect us. In class we will be analyzing songs including Les Emigrants by
Charles Aznavour, interpreting Francophone news articles, answering a
questionnaire about personality, discussing societal concerns, beliefs,
values, and multiculturalism. In the language lab, we are continuing to
practice our communication skills using the AP French workbook and
www.albert.io.
German 1 is going to be learning about shopping and asking about prices in
addition to learning clothing items and colors. Students will be given a virtual €100 to use at various German clothing stores. Students will also be
setting up a shopping experience within the classroom where students will
be given paper money and have to negotiate the sales. The unit will culminate with skits, where students will create authentic conversations between
waiters and guests.
German 2 students will be talking about cities and learn how to give directions. We will also be covering activities in nature and how to express feelings. Students will be writing stories about the cities that they live in and
then will get to choose a city of their own.
German 3 is moving in to a new unit about communication. In this unit they
will get to listen to a radio show and analyze music. They will then learn all
about German communication abbreviations like LOL and will then receive
the opportunity to create their own. Lastly, students will learn about a service project and then discuss opportunities that they have in order to get
more involved in the community.
German AP will be finishing the novel they are reading, and will utilize their
creativity to write a song or poem, create a
scrapbook, or write a children’s book summarizing the main events and themes of
the story to be presented to the class. Our
family unit will also culminate with a unit
on animals where students will have a
Kaffeeklatsch to debate which animal in
the world is the best. Finally, on February
22nd students will have the opportunity to
compete at UIC German Day!
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Fine Arts

English

All-State Band

Mr. Brown’s Sophomore Honors class is in the midst of reading the
great American classic, The Grapes of Wrath. Students are looking
into author’s purpose, argument, and synthesis as a focus through
writing. Students are also discussing whether the themes and motifs brought about in the book are still current today.

The Plainfield North High School Bands had two students who were
accepted into the 2018-2019 All-State Bands. Seniors Kaitlyn Kowalski, flute, and Michael Witt, tuba, will perform in the Illinois Music
Educators Associate All-State Festival from January 24th-26th in
Peoria.
Congratulations to these ALL-STATERS!

Southwest Prairie Conference Honor Bands
20 band students were accepted into the conference honor
bands. They will perform in the one day festival on February 19th at
Romeoville High School.
9th/10th Grade SPC Honor Band: Rachael Jasien, flute; Ethan Lenning, bassoon; Kailey Gerharz, clarinet; Jack Robey, trumpet; Galilee
Montero, trumpet; Valerie Loeblich, trumpet; Suhanna Bamzai,
trombone; Ryan Tisdale, trombone; Billy Krankavitch, euphonium;
and Blake Barnickel, tuba.
11th/12th Grade SPC Honor Band: Kaitlyn Kowalski, flute;
Annie Robey, oboe; Anna Mallari, clarinet; Jack Kincer, trumpet;
Rebecca Hebron, trumpet; Karson Wehrli, horn; Abigail De Meo,
horn; Nathan Wood, euphonium; Michael Witt, tuba; and
Lexi Govan, percussion.

Social Studies
Ms. Gallagher’s US History classes re-investigated the “Rosenberg
Case” to determine which of the spouses was actually guilty of
treason during the 1950s. It was decided that Julius was 100%
guilty, and Ethel should not have been found guilty and her name
should be pardoned posthumously.

Upcoming Band Events
February 9th

Plainfield Solo/Ensemble Festival - PSHS

February 12

th

February 19

th

SPC Band Festival – Romeoville High School

February 28

th

Jazz Coffee Hours – 6pm at Ira Jones

Winter Band Concert – 7pm in the Auditorium
Ms. Mays' World Geography and Cultures classes will spend several days attempting to build an earthquake-proof structure. The
Geo Lab will require the students to build a 2-and 3-story structure
which will be subjected to an "earthquake" by means of the shaker
table. The students will observe which structure survives the best
and draw conclusions from the results. This activity will introduce
the next unit, East Asia.

Mr. Foreman's AP US History classes created Adobe Spark web
pages that provide both visual and written understandings from
our study of the growth of cities and immigration during the late
19th and early 20th centuries. The students have the ability to
input images, videos, and many other interactive graphics to
help justify their understandings of the content studied.
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Driver Education Classes and Behind The Wheel (BTW)

Media Center

Please continue to allow students with a valid driving permit to
gain driving hours outside of school with a parent or guardian. It
helps develop their skills and makes them more confident in the
driver seat! Here is a link to the 50-hour log sheet that these
hours are to be recorded on and turned in when going to the
DMV to obtain a driver license: http://
www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/
dsd_x152.pdf

Tutoring Venue
The tutoring venue in the media center is open. If students
need help in any of their classes, they can go to the Media Center Study Hall link on the main PNHS webpage to sign up for
tutoring during all study hall periods.
PPLD Mobile Maker Lab: Button

First semester students are being contacted in birthdate order to
finish their driving hours with a certified instructor. We have
certified instructors that drive before school and after school.
Currently, the behind the wheel instructors are looking to fill
spots for the morning driving before school, which starts at 5:30
a.m. Please contact Lynette Bayer at lbayer@psd202.org if you
have any questions.

th

On January 17 , students designed and created their own custom buttons.

PPLD Mobile Maker Lab - February
Mark your calendars. On February 21st, Tracey from the Plainfield Public Library will be in the media center during all study
hall hours helping students make bath bombs and sugar scrubs.
No prior sign up is required.

Physical Education/Drivers
Education/ Health Classes
The Young Hearts for Life (YH4L) event we held on January 17th,
2019 was very successful. We screened 1,401 students
throughout the school day and several were identified as needing additional follow up with a doctor. This day would not have
been possible if we did not have all the volunteers who gave up
their time and helped with the screening day. THANK YOU to all
that helped. We truly appreciate it very much! Plainfield North
will hold another screening in two years. It is recommended
that growing teens get screened every two years due to the
physical growth that they are undergoing. Another thanks to all
the parents/guardians that had their student receive the free
screening. We hope to have 100% of the North students participate in the next screening, in hopes to save them from suffering
sudden cardiac death.
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ATHLETICS news

ATHLETICS events

Spring sports are open for registration.
To register for a sport, please go to:
https://plainfieldnorth.8to18.com/accounts/login
Athletes must have a current physical on file in the athletic
office before tryouts begin. Athletes interested in participating must register before the first day of tryouts. All
school fees must be paid by February 1st per District 202
pay to participate policy. There will also be a $130 sports
fee added once the season begins.

Feb. 2nd—IHSA Wrestling Regional
8:30am
Feb. 2nd—Boys Basketball vs. DGN
5:30 and 7pm
Feb. 7th—Girls Basketball vs. Joliet
Central 5/6:30pm Senior Night
Feb. 11th– Girls Basketball IHSA Regional
Quarter Final 6pm

SPRING TRYOUT TIMES:

Monday, Feb. 25th:
2:30pm - 4:15pm - Badminton all levels - fieldhouse

Feb. 12th—Boys Basketball vs.
Waubonsie Valley 5/6:30pm

4:15pm - 6pm - Girls soccer all levels - fieldhouse

Feb. 13th– Girls Track Quad 4pm

4:15pm - 7:30pm - Softball all levels - gym/FDH

Feb. 13th—Girls Basketball IHSA
Regional Semi-Final 6/7:30pm

5am - Baseball, Freshman & sophomore - fieldhouse

6 - 9:30pm - Baseball Varsity - gym/FDH
6-8pm - Boys Lacrosse - stadium-Practice

Feb. 14th– Girls Basketball IHSA
Regional Final 7pm

Tuesday, Feb. 26th
5am - Baseball Freshman & sophomore - fieldhouse

Feb. 15th—Boys Basketball vs. Plfd South
5/6:30pm—Senior Night

2:30pm - 4:15pm - Badminton All levels - fieldhouse
4:15pm - 6pm - Girls soccer all levels - fieldhouse

Feb. 19th– Girls Basketball IHSA
Sectional Semi-Final 6/7:30pm

4:15pm - 7:30pm - Softball all levels - gym/FDH
6 - 9:30pm - Baseball Varsity - gym/FDH

Feb. 21st– Girls Basketball IHSA
Sectional Finals 6pm

6 - 8pm - Boys Lacrosse - stadium-Practice

Wednesday, Feb. 27th

Feb. 22nd—Girls Track PNHS Invite
4:30pm

5am - Baseball, Freshman & sophomore - fieldhouse
2:30pm - 4:15pm - Badminton all levels - fieldhouse

Feb. 22nd—Athletic Booster Bowling
Night at Town & Country 9pm

4:15pm - 6pm - Girls soccer all levels - fieldhouse

4:15pm - 7:30pm - Softball all levels - gym/FDH

Feb. 25th—Sprint Sports Tryouts begin

6 - 9:30pm - Baseball Varsity - gym/FDH
6 - 8pm - Boys Lacrosse - stadium - practice
Boys Tennis and Volleyball begin March 4th

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DANCE TEAM
for being State Qualifiers.
Questions Please contact the Athletic Office at 815-609-6186 or
email lgoodson@psd202.org
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Clubs

Make Health A Habit

French Club will be celebrating Mardi Gras this
month with our annual Crêpe Party. Laissez les bons
temps rouler!

Members of Make Health a Habit! joined together to create our
monthly poster setting the intention, CLEAN SLATE. This is a
popular time of year to start fresh with healthy habits such as
eating the rainbow, carving out time to meditate, finding fun
ways to be active and connecting. Members also met to learn
about the benefits of juicing and to try it out for themselves.
Since it’s easier to eat fruit throughout the day, we decided to
focus on vegetables. Students combined kale, beets, carrots,
apple, lemon, ginger and turmeric. Students were pleasantly
surprised at how delicious and easy juicing turned out to be!

German Club will be meeting on the 21st of February
to plan for Foreign Language Week. We will label the
school, plan our Foreign Language Week announcements and plan for all of the other activities and competitions that will be held during Foreign Language
Week. All meetings are from 2:20 p.m.-3:00 p.m. in
room 321.

Shred Club attended a field trip to Chestnut Mountain
in Galena, Illinois on January 12, 2019.
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COLLEGE & CAREER
Plainfield North High School

February 2019

The College and Career Center (Room #300) is open Monday – Friday from 7:00 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. and is available as a resource for all students. Students can request an
individual appointment with the college and career counselor, Ms. Koziol, or drop in
during their study hall. Parents can contact Ms. Koziol at rkoziol@psd202.org or
815-609-8506 ext: 7807.

SENIORS: NEED MONEY FOR COLLEGE? CHECK
OUT THESE LOCAL SCHOLARSHIPS
***Check the PNHS website for the most updated list***

AMOUNT

DEADLINE

Glen Ellyn Area Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority

TBD

2/5/19

Kelli Joy O' Laughlin Memorial Scholarship

Up to $5,000 2/13/19

Barbara J. Rakoski Volunteerism College Scholarship

$1,000

2/15/19

IL Federation of Women’s Clubs Art Scholarship

$1,000

2/15/19

IL Federation of Women’s Clubs Performing Arts Scholarship

$1,000

2/15/19

IL Federation of Women’s Clubs Vocational Scholarship

$1,000

2/15/19

IL Federation of Women’s Clubs Conservation Scholarship

$1,000

2/15/19

IL Federation of Women’s Clubs Native American Scholarship

$1,000

2/15/19

IL Federation of Women’s Clubs Study Abroad Scholarship

$500

2/15/19

Beta Sigma Psi Lutheran Fraternity - Christian Leadership Award

$1,500

2/16/19

Beta Sigma Psi Lutheran Fraternity—Martin Luther Scholarship

$2,000

2/16/19

Associated Orthodontists

$1,000

3/1/19

Illinois AMVETS Service Foundation Scholarships
District 202 Community Service Scholarship
District 202 Eichelberger Public Safety Scholarship
District 202 Martens Family Science Scholarship
Illinois Elks Association Physical and Occupational Therapy
Illinois Elks Association Physical and Occupational Therapy Assistant

Varies
$1,000
$500
$2,500
$500
$500

3/1/19
3/8/19
3/8/19
3/8/19
3/8/19
3/8/19

Contractors Association of Will and Grundy Counties' Scholarship

Varies

3/15/19

Fueling the Minds of the Future Scholarship
Plainfield Junior Women's Club Service Scholarship
Kendall County Association for Home and Community Education

$2,000
$1,000
$500

3/15/19
3/18/19
3/25/19

Palumbo Foundation Scholarship - Rules - Application

Up to $15,000 3/31/19

Plainfield Lion's Club Scholarship
Joliet Junior College Scholarships
U. of IL Urbana-Champaign Temple Hoyne Buell Memorial
Scholarship

$2,000
4/ 5/19
Up to $3,200 5/1/19
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Wednesday, February 20, 2019
6:30 p.m. at PNHS
District 202 College and Career
Explorations Night

Tuesday, February 26, 2019
6:00—8:00 p.m. at PNHS

NAME

$1,000

Upcoming Events

5/3/19

District 202 Historically Black College
and Universities Awareness Night

Saturday, March 2, 2019
Discover JJC—Pre-Register
9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Prospective students are invited.
Representatives from campus departments will provide you with information on how to get started at JJC,
work through the financial aid process and learn about the many scholarships available at JJC.

Find and apply for
as many
scholarships as you
can!
Start researching early, and meet
deadlines, and you may be on
your way to scholarship success.
Scholarships are gifts. They don't
need to be repaid. There are thousands of them, offered by schools,
employers, individuals, private
companies, nonprofits, communities, religious groups, and professional and social organizations. A
great place for students to start is
on Naviance and
www.fastweb.com and
www.scholarships.com.

COLLEGE & CAREER CONT.

Class of 2019—Making the Final College Decision
Receiving multiple college admission offers is a wonderful thing—until you can’t choose between them! Don’t get stressed. Just
think it through and follow these tips.
Springtime means college decision time, and it brings with it college acceptance letters. Hopefully you get what you asked for—fat
envelopes and multiple admission offers! But what if you have no clear frontrunner? Maybe you had two “top” choices and were
accepted to both. Maybe your previous first choice is overshadowed by a better financial aid package at another school. The situations vary wildly from student to student, but there are several things soon-to-be freshmen can do to narrow down their choices.
Colleges expect responses, and you should try to make your final decision by May 1st at the very latest. You should also avoid
making multiple deposits; doing so only prolongs the decision-making process and can leave you more conflicted than before. By
buckling down and forcing yourself to make the tough decision, you can truly commit to your new school, invest in building relationships there, and start planning for your freshman year. That often starts with fully considering what you want from your
college experience. Then you can select a college or university that makes you feel both comfortable and excited to attend. If
you’re still having trouble choosing between schools, here are a few things you may want to do or take into consideration:
1.

Cost is usually one of the most important considerations in the college search. Compare financial aid award letters to narrow
down your list—use the ISAC Financial Aid Comparison Worksheet—Be mindful of taking on too much debt.

2.

Does the campus support your academic interests? More and more students take longer than four years to graduate college
due to lack of planning so be sure to work with an academic advisor to map out your four-year plan.

3.

Visit campus—Attend accepted student events or pre-orientation programs. They often offer more than just a campus tour;
they allow you to meet your fellow classmates, talk with professors, and get all of your academic questions answered. Be sure
to stop by the residence halls, check out the dining facilities, and visit other student hangouts, especially if you didn’t get a
chance to see them during any previous trip to the school. Truly, trust your gut; when you first step foot on the grounds, how
did you feel? Sometimes, just wandering around campus one more time can really put your mind at ease about your final
decision. You can also stop and ask other students on campus—not your tour guide—what they like about their college experience and see if their answers encourage you to enroll.

4.

Do some soul searching. You really need to understand yourself—what you like to do and do not like to do—can you handle
being far away from home and not see your family for weeks or months at a time? What type of setting is best suited for your
success: small classes or large lecture halls?

5.

Make a pro/con list. It’s one of the oldest tricks in the book for a reason. Creating a list of each potential college’s pros and
cons can sometimes help you reach your final decision.

College Information
Sessions
Each spring, PNHS invites college and universities to provide information sessions to
prospective students. All students are invited to sign up and attend. Students can
view the full list of colleges in Naviance
Family Connection and are urged to preregister to be excused from class. All visits
take place in the College and Career Center (Rm #300). Students should research
the college ahead of time and prepare a
few questions to ask during the visit. Many
times, the college representative that visits
is the main point of contact for the admissions process. **Dates and times are subject to change – view the most current list
on Naviance.

DATE

TIME

Baylor University
McKendree University
North Park University
Aurora University
Kansas State University
Arizona State University
St. Ambrose University
Western Illinois University
Franklin College of Indiana
Aurora University
Northern Arizona University
Upper Iowa University
University of Wisconsin, Whitewater
Brock University
The University of Alabama
University of Louisville
DePaul University
Benedictine University (IL)
Northern Illinois University

COLLEGE

2/5
2/7
2/15
2/25
3/1
3/5
3/6
3/6
3/8
3/12
3/13
3/13
3/13
3/14
3/14
3/18
3/20
3/21
4/8

9:15 AM
9:15 AM
1:15 PM
10:15 AM
12:15 PM
1:15 PM
8:15 AM
12:15 PM
1:15 PM
10:15 AM
8:15 AM
9:15 AM
11:15 AM
8:15 AM
1:15 PM
9:15 AM
11:15 AM
9:15 AM
9:15 AM

Northern Michigan University

4/16

9:15 AM
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