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Upcoming Dates 
· · · 

 

September 2nd 

 Labor Day 

 NO SCHOOL 

  

September 4th 

 College Application Night 

 7:00 p.m. PSHS 

 

September 16th 

 School Improvement Day 

 Early Release 11:15 a.m. 

 

September 18th 

 District College Fair/ 

 Financial Aid Night 

 6:30 p.m.—8:00 p.m. 

 Fieldhouse/Auditorium 

 

September 26th 

 Choir Concert 

 7:00 p.m. Auditorium 

  

October 4th 

 Homecoming Football Game 

  

October 5th 

 Homecoming Dance 

 7:00 p.m.—10:00 p.m. 

 

  

 

12005 South 248th Avenue, Plainfield, Illinois 60585 Phone: (815) 609-8506 Fax: (815) 254-6138 

Tigers, 

It has been a great first couple of weeks of school.  I hope we have all started to 
settle back into our routines for the school year and things are going smoothly for 
everyone.  Over the first couple weeks, students have settled into their class sched-
ules, been instructed on policies and procedures by the deans, and started practic-
ing our safety drills.  This is a great group of Tigers and I’m looking forward to a 
great year. 

I do want to take this opportunity to educate any new Tigers about this monthly 
newsletter.  The newsletter will contain information recapping the month, give you 
information on upcoming events, and provide information regarding academics, 
athletics, clubs, and activities.  We will have it posted on the PNHS website and it 
will be emailed out to all parents.  I hope you find the newsletter to be a useful re-
source as we move through the year. 

Our website is another useful resource and has a variety of information available to 
you.  We will try to get most of our high traffic items posted under “Quick Links”, 
which is located to the right of the picture when the site opens. 

I can’t stress enough the importance of monitoring your student’s grades through 
the Home Access Center (HAC) as we move through the semester.  If needed, have a 
conversation with your student and/or teacher if there is a concern.  Dealing with a 
concern early can help avoid it becoming a problem down the road.  Staff contact 
information is on the front page of the website under the “Quick Links” sections. 

Go Tigers! 

Ross Draper, Principal 
rdraper@psd202.org 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

mailto:rdraper@psd202.org
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Dean’s Office 

We are checking bags at all home football games.  We strongly encourage you to leave all bags in your vehicle 

so that you don’t have to wait in line longer than necessary. 

Students are allowed to text and listen to music in the hallways during passing periods and in the café during 

lunch.  Phones should still not be seen or heard in academic settings. 

In an attempt to proactively partner with the Plainfield Police Department regarding the growing trend of stu-

dents vaping on campus, students will receive a $250 fine each time they are caught with a device in their pos-

session.  The fines doubles to $500 if the device is found to have THC in it.  Fines from the PPD will also be met 

with the appropriate discipline consequences. 

Curriculum and Instruction 

Hello Parents and Guardians! I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself, Stan Bertoni, Associate 

Principal for Curriculum and Instruction. My administrative assistant is Sharon Piemonte. We both would like to 

welcome you to the 2019-2020 school year. We are looking forward to a great year with our stu-

dents.  Throughout the year we will be sending out information about upcoming school-wide assessments, im-

portant dates that relate to curriculum, and other items related to student instruction. If you have questions 

regarding curriculum and instruction, please feel free to call (815-609-8506 ex 7563 or contact us via email at 

spiemont@psd202.org or sbertoni@psd202.org. 

 

Media Center 

Tutoring Venue 

The tutoring venue in the media center is open.  If students need help in any of their classes, they can go to the  

Media Center Study Hall link on the main PNHS webpage to sign up for tutoring during all study hall periods.  

 

Book Award Programs 

Take part in the Lincoln Award: Teen Readers’ Choice and/or Read for a Lifetime book programs.  Read four 
books from either of these lists and be entered in giveaways.  See the media center for more details.   

 

PPLD Mobile Maker Lab: Button 

Tracey, Teen Services Librarian from Plainfield Public Library will bring a button maker and all the supplies you 
need to design and create your own custom buttons. We’ll provide materials to bring your imagination to life or 
you can use provided designs to make buttons that can be used to decorate your backpack or as gifts for your 
friends.  This will take place in the PNHS media center during all study hall periods on Tuesday, September 
24th.   

mailto:spiemont@psd202.org
mailto:sbertoni@psd202.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0448afa92aabff2-pnhs


3 

 

 

 

Special Education 



4 

 

Science and Math 

Welcome to the Science Department!! 

Matthew Slechta will be teaching Chemistry and Honors Biolo-
gy. Mr. Slechta graduated from Benedictine University in 2010 
with a BS in Biology and finished the teaching program there in 
2012.  He taught at Geneva High School for three years (2014-
2017).  Mr. Slechta also coached club volleyball full time from 
2018-2019 at Sports Performance Volleyball Club in Aurora. In 
the Fall 2017,  he became the assistant girls volleyball coach 
here at North and became the head coach in the fall of 2018. 

This is Tracy Longmire’s second year at North. Last year she 
taught Biology as a part-time teacher. This year she joined the 
Science Department as a full-time teacher and is teaching phys-
ics and biololgy in room 424. Mrs. Longmire invites you to stop 
by anytime!  Outside of school, she  stays busy with her almost 
2 year old son and coaching competitive gymnastics. Mrs. Long-
mire is very excited to be here full-time! To get this year 
"launched", Mrs. Longmire’s Physics students designed and built 
pom pom launchers using a variety of mystery materials. This 
encouraged students to work together, and introduced them to 
different concepts that we will be studying.  

 

 

 

 

Biology classes will start the year with a white rat dissection as 
part of their Structure and Function unit. 

In a “team building” effort, Physical Science students built spa-
ghetti towers. The goal was to see how high students could sup-
port a marshmallow using spaghetti and 
tape.  Students were looking at 
prototyping and designing princi-
ples and Chemistry students con-
structed model airplanes.  

It’s been a great start in Mrs. 
McBride’s Chemistry clas-
ses.  The Chemistry students and 
Honors Chemistry students have been reviewing important con-
cepts such as scientific notation and the metric system.  The 
students have been learning about new lab equipment and 
practicing how to use lab equipment correctly and safely. 

Mrs. Kieft’s Honors Biology classes played a card game where 
one team was scientists and the other team was nature…the 
scientists had to try and figure out the rule that nature was giv-
en.  

 

 

 

In Mr. Gonzalez’s classes, AP Environmental Science students are 
beginning to learn about ecology, the study of connections in na-
ture, and about how living things interact with each other and the 
non-living environment. In Honors Physics, students used Hot 
Wheels cars and tracks to practice proper experimental design and 
are graphing the data on position vs. time graphs to interpret the 
cars’ motion.  

Mr. Dellamorte’s AP Chemistry classes kicked off the year with a 
measurement lab.  

 

 

 

The math department welcomes back all of our veteran teachers 
this year. 

We do have a few new courses offered this year – JJC 138 Dual 
Credit Precalculus 1 first semester, and JJC 139 Dual Credit Precal-
culus 2 second semester.  Both of these classes are taught by  Mrs. 
Alison Prosser. In addition to Dual Credit JJC 127, Mathematics for 
General Education, we are offering JJC Dual Credit 128, Elementary 
Statistics which is taught second semester by Mrs. Rachel 
Buck.  These dual credit classes are in addition to the other math 
electives available to seniors.  Ms. Chiou teachers Transitional 
Math first semester, a course that prepares students to take a dual 
credit course second semester.  Mrs. Buck continues to teach Sta-
tistics first semester, then Ms. Chiou picks up Discrete Mathe-
matics for our seniors second semester. 

In Statistics, Mrs. Buck’s students are discovering 
types of variables.  

Students in Geometry and Honors Geometry 
have just started learning Unit 1 concepts.  In this unit, students will 
investigate the concept of proof, extend their knowledge of the 
characteristics of angles, parallel and perpendicular lines, and ex-
plore practical applications involving angles and lines. 

In Transition math, we plan on doing at least one project per unit, 
along with several real-word/problem-based tasks.  Some of the 
upcoming projects include “buying a car”, where students compare 
overall price of gas for buying a more expensive car with low MPG 
versus a cheaper car with high MPG.  Another project will be 
“choosing building materials”, where students will decide what 
building materials they want to use around a pool deck, based on 
pricing. 

Mrs. Smith’s Algebra 1 and Honors Geometry classes worked on a 
digital citizenship project in order to better prepare themselves for 
working and living in a digital environment. We are fortunate to 
have Mrs. Smith leading our “Trailblazer Program” in the Math De-
partment.  Her classes have the unique opportunity to use comput-
er programs as additional resources in her classroom. 
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English and Social studies 

Welcome to the 2019-20 school year!  I would like to take this 

chance to introduce myself as the English/Social Studies Division 

Chair at Plainfield North. My name is David Brown, and I have 

the privilege of being in this position for the fourth year here at 

North. It has been awesome meeting the new Tiger staff and 

students over the last few weeks, and I look forward to another 

great year! 

English: 

English classes are still in the beginning stages of each course 

with teachers and students working hard to build positive rela-

tionships that will help foster growth and success throughout 

the year.  Students have been doing introductory class work 

along with pre-testing on skill-based assessments. Teachers will 

be moving into more specific curriculum associated with the 

Outcome A for their respective classes over the next few weeks.  

The English department WELCOMES the following staff mem-

bers for the 19-20 school year: 

Mrs. Lauren Easoz will be teaching English 2 and English 4. 

Mr. Rob Scott will be teaching English 2 and English 4. 

Social Studies: 

The Social Studies department looks to continue to implement 

practices to promote the “Democracy School” distinction 

awarded to Plainfield North prior to the 16-17 school year.  The 

recognition is awarded by the Illinois Civic Mission Coalition to 

recognize schools that have a “commitment to civic learning 

across the curriculum and developing organizational supports 

that will help give young people in Illinois the knowledge, skills, 

and dispositions to nurture and sustain our democracy.”  The 

department is excited to provide more opportunities for stu-

dents to engage in real life, civic learning. 

The Social Studies department WELCOMES the following staff 

members for the 19-20 school year: 

Mr. Ryan Paymaster will be teaching Government and US  

History. 

Mrs. Stacy Zallis will be teaching US History. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fine Arts/World Languages 

The Creative Arts Division is pleased to welcome the following 
staff members to PNHS. Wendy Smith will be teaching Culinary 
Arts & Child Development at North and East. Melissa Castor and 
Tara Viehweg are joining the World Language Department, 
teaching Spanish. New to Fine Arts this year is Cristian Larios and 
Samantha Barra. They will be leading the Choral program and co-
curricular choirs. We are excited to have these new staff mem-
bers join us and we are looking forward to an outstanding 2019-
20 school year! 

World Languages: 

French classes are off to a great start! In French 1, we have cho-
sen Francophone names to use as we are learning how to greet 
each other and ask others how they are doing.  Next, we will be 
learning how to talk about activities we like to do.  Students in 
French 3 Honors classes are reviewing how to talk about the past 
while using new vocabulary about childhood hobbies.  Next, we 
will be learning how to talk about future plans after high 
school.  AP French is starting off the year with our first AP theme, 
Families and Communities.  We will be learning about French 
kids and teens, interpreting and discussing current news articles, 
analyzing a satirical song, and discussing how social connections 
evolve in modern society. Looking forward to a great school 
year! 

German: 

German 1 will be embarking on their journey 
into the German language.  They will be 
learning the alphabet, their numbers, and 
their greetings.  Students will be creating 
comic strips and even having conversations 
with each other all in the target language 
throughout the month of September. 

German 2 students will begin with our textbooks by learning 
about the past tense.  Through this unit, the students will get to 
play several games and will even write themselves a letter that 
will be put into a time-capsule and given back to the student at 
the end of their senior year.  This is one of the students’ favorite 
activities as they love to not only see how far they have come in 
German, but they also love to remi-
nisce about the “good old days” by 
the time they are ready to graduate.   
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Athletic news 

Fall sports are under way.  Sport schedules and infor-

mation are available at: 

https://il.8to18.com/plainfieldnorth 

New coaches for the Fall: 

Anthony Imbordino is our new head football coach.   

Jim Farber is returning to assist with coaching foot-

ball.  Paul Palandech is now our sophomore head 

coach and Mike Schneider is our head freshman foot-

ball coach. 

Adam Lindquist is our new freshman boys soccer 

coach. 

Ryan Paymaster is the new assistant girls cross coun-

try coach. 

Cheerleading has added Kristin Drake as a co-varsity 
head coach and Ashlee Wright as an assistant coach. 
Dance has a new JV coach, Julissa Esquivel. 

Sports in the News: 

Todd Daugherty finished 10th in the Plainfield North 

Boys Golf Invite . 

Booster Club News: 

Booster Club meeting is September 11th @ 6:00 p.m. 

in the media center. 

Booster Club membership  forms and yard sign order 

forms are posted on the Plainfield North home page 

under Activities and then click on Athletics and then 

click Athletic Booster Club. 

Athletic varsity home events 

Sept. 3rd-Boys/Girls Cross Country Invite 4:15 p.m. at Her-

itage Grove-Senior Night 

Sept. 3rd-Girls Volleyball  vs. St. Charles East 5:30 p.m. 

Sept. 4th-Boys Golf vs. Oswego East 4:00 p.m. 

Sept. 5th-Girls Golf vs. Oswego East 4:00 p.m. 

Sept. 5th-Girls Tennis vs. Plainfield Central 4:00 p.m. 

Sept. 5th-Girls Volleyball vs. Minooka 5:30 p.m. 

Sept. 9th-Girls Golf vs. Wheaton Academy 4:00 p.m. 

Sept. 12th-Girls Tennis vs. Oswego East 4:00 p.m. 

Sept. 13th-Girls Golf vs. Hinsdale South 4:00 p.m. 

Sept. 13th Football Home vs. Romeoville 4:30 p.m./7:00 

p.m.-Theme is Gold Night for Cancer Awareness 

Sept. 14th-Boys Soccer Plainfield Classic begins and runs 

through Saturday, Sept. 21st-times TBD 

Sept 19th-Girls Volleyball vs. Georgetown Kentucky HS 5:30 

p.m. 

Sept. 24th-Girls Volleyball vs. Plainfield Central  5:30 p.m. 

Sept. 25th-Boys Golf vs. West Aurora 4:00 p.m. Senior 

Night 

Sept. 26th-Girls Golf vs. West Aurora 4:00 p.m. Senior 

Night 

Sept. 26th-Girls Tennis vs. Joliet West 4:30 p.m. 

Sept. 30th-Girls Golf vs. Lemont 4:00 p.m. 

https://plainfieldnorth.8to18.com/organizations/111/registrations
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Community News 

Perfect ACT Score: 

The third time really was the charm for Plainfield North High School senior James Vu. 

The PNHS senior earned a perfect “36” on the ACT college entrance exam on his third try after scoring a 35 the first two 

times he took the test.  

Vu was anxious to see his score because he knew his third attempt would be his last, he said. 

“When I saw my perfect score, I didn’t know how to react because I was confident it was my best one so far, but I also 

knew it could go either way,” Vu said.  

But he probably shouldn’t have been concerned. Perfect ACT scores run in the family. Vu’s older brother and PNHS gradu-

ate, John Vu, also scored a 36.   

Only about two-tenths of one percent of all test takers earn the top score, ACT Chief Executive Officer wrote in a letter to 

Vu. Last year, 3,741 out of more than 1.9 million students who took the ACT earned a composite score of 36.  

While Vu is happy with his score, he reminds his peers it’s just a number.  

“The main thing is, yes, it’s important that you study for it and you do well on it, but it is not a determining factor of suc-

cess,” he said. “Just because I have a higher score than someone else doesn’t mean they are not as good of a student as I 

am or as ready for college as I might seem.”  

Vu could not have earned the highest possible score on the ACT without the teachers he had in District 202, he said. 

“I know I wouldn’t have been able to do it if I didn’t have the teachers I had. Every teacher I had in the district since kinder-

garten, has always given me something I have carried with me whether it is academically or a real-life situation; it has 

helped me do better inside and outside of school,” Vu said. 

Vu plans to study chemical engineering in college. His top choices are the University of Minnesota, the University of Illinois, 

or Ohio State University, where his brother currently attends.  

“I know he will go on to do great things his senior year and in college,” said PNHS Principal Ross Draper.  

“James is a focused student who works hard to accomplish his goals in the classroom.  I’m so proud of him for accomplish-

ing this goal and I’m lucky to have such a high-quality young man on campus,” Draper said.   
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 Community News 

State Champion: 

 

Dana Janiec participated in the Illinois Target Archery Association State Championships.  Dana placed 2nd in overall qualifi-

cations (all ages for women’s compound), but during head-to-head eliminations, she went to the Gold Medal round and 

won, making her the State Champion over all ages from 8-108 years old. 

Dana has been shooting compound archery for eight years and has been a member of the USA Archery Compound Junior 

Dream Team since 2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


