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Upcoming Dates 
· · · 

December 7th 

 Collage Concert 

 3:00 p.m. & 5:30 p.m. 

 Auditorium 

 

December 14th 

 Madrigal Dinner 

 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

 Cafeteria 

 

December 15th 

 Madrigal Dinner 

 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

 Cafeteria 

 

December 16th 

 Cocoa & Cram 

 (Final Exam Review Session) 

 5:00 p.m. -7:00 p.m. 

 Cafeteria 

 

December 18th –20th 

 Final Exams 

 

December 20th 

 End of Semester One 

  

December 23rd-January 3rd 

 No School—Winter Break 

  

12005 South 248th Avenue, Plainfield, Illinois 60585 Phone: (815) 609-8506 Fax: (815) 254-6138 

Tigers, 

We are in the homestretch of the first semester which means final exams are rapidly approaching. With our 

freshman Tigers and new families experiencing final exams for the first time, I would like to inform you on 

the procedures.  Below you will find the schedule and expectations for the three days of finals.  Exams 

count as 20 percent of the total percentage, so we encourage all students to take the appropriate time to 

review and prepare for them.  

 

Below is information on Early Bird PE finals, transportation, and attendance procedures for finals. 

1. Semester exams for PE Early Bird classes will be held on Tuesday, December 17th. 

2. Buses will leave right after regular exams. Students taking exams during the make-up times on Decem-
ber 18th, December 19th, or December 20th will need to arrange their own transportation home. 

3. Students are allowed to come late or leave early if they do not have a final exam during the first or last 
exam time that day. Example: student has lunch 4th period.  They can arrive at 8:10 to take their 5th 
period final.   

4. If they have lunch 5th period, they can report to the café or media center, but will not be allowed to 
leave the building. The media center will be used for silent study only. 

5. Students do not need to be called in if they are not missing a final exam.  Example: student has lunch 
6th period and is leaving after the 5th period final exam.  No parent phone call is required.  

6. Students must be called in as normal if they are missing a final exam.  All attendance procedures apply 
and unexcused absences will result in a zero on the final.  Example:  student has the flu and will miss 
all day on Wednesday.  Parent must call in and follow attendance procedures. 

We do offer a study session prior to exams on December 16th after school in the cafeteria from 5:00 – 7:00 
p.m.  Staff from multiple subject contents will be present to assist with review or answer questions.  

On behalf of the Plainfield North staff, we would like to wish you a safe and happy holiday season.  I hope 
you find time to enjoy it with family and friends.  

Go Tigers! 

Ross Draper, Principal 
rdraper@psd202.org 
(815) 609-8506 

 

Wednesday, 
 December 18, 2019 

Thursday, 
December 19, 2019 

Friday, 
December 20, 2019 

Period Time Period Time Period Time 

4 7:05- 8:10 1 7:05- 8:10 3 7:05- 8:10 

5 8:20- 9:25 2 8:20- 9:25 7 8:20- 9:25 

6 9:35-10:40     

Make-Up Exams: 
10:50-11:55 

Make-Up Exams: 
9:35-10:40 

Make-Up Exams: 
9:35-10:40 

65 minute exams 65 minute exams  65 minute exam 

10 minute passing 

         periods 

10 minute passing 

        periods 

10 minute passing 

        periods 

mailto:rdraper@psd202.org
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Curriculum and Instruction 

Our SAT prep company, Excel Edge, has decided to close its doors after 32 years in existence as the owner and founder of the company 
has retired. After researching multiple companies, we are proud to announce that all Plainfield high schools are partnering with Academ-
ic Approach to bring SAT prep to our students. Information about out new provider and the upcoming SAT prep classes is below.  
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Curriculum and Instruction 

(cont.) 

Like to drink hot cocoa? Need extra help getting ready for 
finals? 

 

 

Then come to the cafeteria for Cocoa and Cram on Mon-

day, December 16th from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. to get 

help from your teachers and other students. 

 

Dean’s Office 

Parents and Guardians, 

When dropping off and picking up your student, please 
continue to pull completely around the circle drive leading 
to the main entrance so that we can fit in as many cars as 
quickly as possible. I understand that it may seem conven-
ient for parents to drop off and pick up their child near the 
N and X doors, however, student and staff safety is a pri-
ority and attempting to navigate those areas before and 
after school can compromise that goal.  Therefore, we are 
requesting that ALL parents enter off 248th Ave. directly 
behind the football stadium and NOT by the marquee.  

As we enter the winter months, it is inevitable that weath-
er conditions will begin to impact the commute to and 
from school. We would strongly recommend that you give 
yourself additional time for travel when dropping off and 
picking up your child.  In order to provide a safe driving 
environment in our parking lots, we need parents and stu-
dents to plan accordingly and allow for adequate travel 
time.  

Additionally, we are experiencing a growing number of 
student drivers who are engaging in illegal and unsafe 
driving practices. Students caught driving in an unsafe 
manner in the parking lot or entering and exiting the lot 
may receive a ticket from the Plainfield Police Depart-
ment, as well as, having their parking pass revoked for a 
period of time. 

 

Special Education 

Star Scent Candles will be selling our traditional mason jar 
candles along with some newly designed candles in cozy 
winter and holiday mugs.  Candles will be sold during 
lunch periods, any time in Room 306, or by e-mailing Lisa 
Bulthuis, Intensive Teacher at lbulthui@psd202.org.  Can-
dles range in price from $4.00-$10.00 and there will be 
special discounts when you buy three or more. Be sure to 
visit our Facebook page, STAR Scent Candles.   All pro-
ceeds from the sales of our candles go into creating mean-
ingful employment skills practice for our PNHS multi-
needs programs.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Special Education Department served dinner to the 
families at the Ronald McDonald House near Central Du-
Page Hospital on 11/19/19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lbulthui@psd202.org
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Special Education (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Steps 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS – SAVE THESE DATES 

These are the dates for our Next Steps Presentations for 2019 – 2020.  The 

presentations will be at the Plainfield District Office from 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

January 21st – Damien McDonald, DRS 

March 24th – Sherri Schneider, Family Benefit Solutions 

April 21st – Mary Ann Ehlert, Protected Tomorrows 

 

NEXT STEPS is a Parent Training and Resource Network focused on the topic of Planning 

for a Student’s Successful Transition from High School to Adult Life.  Join us for these very 

important presentations on Transition!  Call K. Thomason at 815-280-2814 for more 

information. 
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English 

Mrs. Beaupre’s English 1 Honors classes are currently reading 

William Shakespeare’s tragedy Romeo and Juliet.  Students will 

be asked to interpret the play for meaning while looking at both 

the language and themes created in the play.  Students will have 

the opportunity to perform portions of the play with costumes 

and props. 

 

Social Studies 

Social Studies 

Ms. Mays’ World History students became traders in Africa. 

Certain students were located in south and west Africa and oth-

ers were located in the Congo and Egypt.  The rest of the stu-

dents could move, but were limited to a north/south direction 

or an east/west direction.  Everyone had items to trade and a 

shopping list of items they desired.  Most students were able to 

acquire the items on their wish list.  Students then created a 

response based on their 

“experience”.    

 

 

 

 

 

In Mr. Brosnahan’s US History classes, the students recently 

finished the Great Depression. One of the activities they did was 

recreate the Halloween Eve broadcast of the War of the 

Worlds.  Feel free to listen to their radio broadcasts at the fol-

lowing address under Mr. Brosnahan's teacher page.   

http://pnhs.psd202.org/teacher_folder/jbrosnah/

ushistory/9432 

Students are now beginning our World War II unit and the last 

project of the first semester will engage them into teaching 

their peers about specific campaigns involving the United 

States.  They will be sharing stories from real people involved in 

those campaigns.  Hopefully students will feel free to share sto-

ries from their own family members who served in World War 

II. They will also get extra credit by bringing in artifacts from the 

World War II era.   

In Mr. Brosnahan’s AP Modern World History, students are in the 

Era of Absolutism.  They are using this unit to help learn the Doc-

ument Based Question (DBQ) essay format.  The students should 

all have access to the AP College Board website and from time to 

time there will be assignments or assessments that need to be 

completed online.  Please make sure the students keep up with 

their expected reading in the textbook. 

Mr. Foreman's US History classes are participating in a 

"Structured Academic Controversy" where the students will be 

tasked with taking on a certain perspective and arguing whether 

the New Deal was an effective series of programs instituted dur-

ing the Great Depression.  After all the arguments are laid out, 

based on student analysis of primary source documents from the 

depression era, the student groups will then have to come to a 

consensus determining whether the New Deal was a success or 

not.  This type of classroom activity will continue to help prepare 

our students to have the ability to participate in respectful dis-

course with others who may not share their opinions on certain 

issues. 

Ms. Gallagher’s US History classes played a modified game of 

“Monopoly” to enhance learning of the Great Depression and its 

financial impact on individuals.   

 

 

 

 

 

Science 

Please set up a quiet place and a schedule for your students to 
prepare for final exams.  Teachers provide study guides as well as 
review in class prior to exams, but studying at home is essential 
for success. 

Mrs. Keift’s Forensics classes created and analyzed blood 
splatters.  

 

 

 

http://pnhs.psd202.org/teacher_folder/jbrosnah/ushistory/9432
http://pnhs.psd202.org/teacher_folder/jbrosnah/ushistory/9432
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Science (cont.) 

Mr. Seibert’s Physical Science classes performed an egg drop lab 
during their study of momentum and impulse. This activity re-
lates to how airbags are safety systems in cars that save lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Dellamorte’s AP Chemistry class performed a spectroscopy 
lab that investigated the concentration of blue dye in Gatorade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Gonzalez’s Honors Physics classes demonstrated their un-
derstanding of forces. Students had to use their knowledge of 
Newton’s laws of motion, forces, and friction to create cars 
which carried a mass as far as possible, aided only by gravity 
and/or energy stored in a rubber band or balloon. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Sicinski’s Biology students had a breakout education ses-
sion as a review to compare and contrast photosynthesis and 
cellular respiration.  Everyone had a lot of fun “breaking out”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Biology students get their final study guide packets after Thanksgiv-
ing. Classes will go over answers as it gets closer to finals and they 
will also play review games. 

 

Math 
The math department welcomes three new teachers. Mrs. Andria 
Mickenbecker is currently teaching Math for General Education and 
will take on two dual credit classes as well as Algebra 1 next semes-
ter. Mrs. Kami Harp is taking over Algebra 1 and Algebra 1 Honors 
classes. Mrs. Alison McNamara will be teaching Algebra 2 and Ge-
ometry classes beginning December 2nd.  We are excited that these 
teachers are joining our awesome math department. 

In Ms. Chiou’s Transition Math class, 
students concluded the rationals 
unit with a recipe project.  Students 
found their favorite recipe, and used 
ratios to scale the ingredients so that 
the recipe could feed the entire 
class.  This student chose her favor-
ite pasta primavera recipe, which 
only serves five people.  She used ratios to change the ingredient 
list to serve all fifteen students in the class.  

Pictured below are Geometry students working on a quadrilateral 
review card sort. 
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Career & Technical Education/
Fine Arts/World Languages 

CTE: 

The National Guard hosted a Meal Ready to Eat (MRE) cooking 
competition in all Culinary Arts classes on 11/14 called “Cooks in 
Camo”.  Student groups competed in three rounds:  appetizer, 
entrée, and dessert, using only the contents of one MRE per 
group.  Students got extremely creative and really enjoyed this 
opportunity to test their culinary skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fine Arts:  

Holiday Collage Concert: Saturday, December 7th.  The band and 
choir programs will present two performances in the auditori-
um.  The first performance is at 3:00 p.m. and the second at 
5:30 p.m.  Both concerts will be the same program, and will last 
approximately  one hour.  The concert is unique in that it is a 
collaborative effort between the band and choir, and will be one 
hour of seamless music.  It is by far one of our most popular 
performances of the year.  You certainly do not want to miss it! 

Madrigal Dinner: Madrigal season is upon us!  Every year, the 
choir program produces a madrigal dinner in December. The 
madrigal dinner is a great event that features renais-
sance music, food, and comedy. Several students in our pro-
gram are involved in a variety of ways including singers, actors, 
servers, and monks.  

To purchase tickets, head to this link: 

 https://pnhschoirs.ticketleap.com/madrigal-dinners/  

Dates: December 14th | 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

 December 15th | 12:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

Price:  $21 

Barnes and Noble Book Fair: The band will be partnering up 
with Barnes and Noble on Rt. 30, across the street from the Lou-
is Joliet mall, on Monday, December 16th, to present an evening 
of holiday music by our band students.  Various small groups 
will be performing between 6:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m.  There will be 
complimentary gift wrapping for any purchases in-store, and the 
Band Boosters will receive a percentage of all sales in the entire 
store if you mention the book fair at checkout (including Star-
bucks orders) for the entire day.  Come on out, enjoy some 
great music, support our students, and get some last minute gift 
shopping done.  We hope to see you there! 

On Wednesday, November 6th, Oswego High School hosted the 
17th Annual Chicagoland 4x5 Competition, known as the largest 
'small' exhibit in the nation.   

Twenty-one art students from PNHS competed against 62 high 
schools in the Chicago area entering over 1,700 works in nine 
different categories.  Congratulations to our very own Gabby Bo-
nasera, Delaney Pierce, and Nikole Chua in earning an Honorable 
Mention in a very competitive field.  The event was open to the 
public with music, hor d'oeuvres, keynote speakers, and an awards 
presentation.  Students also arrived early at 5:00 p.m. to attend a 
portfolio review with nine different colleges and universities offer-
ing an open critique to students presenting their artwork for ad-
missions or scholarship opportunities.   

On Thursday, December 5th, Joliet Junior College is hosting a re-
ception and open house format from 5:00 p.m-8:00 p.m. for their 
Visual Arts Department, including their annual high school art ex-
hibition with an awards presentation at 6:30 p.m.  All art studios 
will be open for visitation by the public, including the high school 
art exhibition in the Laura A. Sprague Art Gallery (ground floor, 
Building K). 

The following Plainfield North Visual Artists will have artwork on 
display: Antonia Boryca (acrylic/spray painting), Stephanie Dudley 
(ceramics), Lexany Fonseca (graphite drawing), Gabby Bonasera 
(ceramics), and Morgan Brandon (drawing). 

https://pnhschoirs.ticketleap.com/madrigal-dinners/
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Career & Technical Education/

Fine Arts/World Language (cont.) 

World Languages: 

French 1 is beginning Unit 4 in which we are learning how to 
talk about weekend plans including going to a soccer game, 
eating at a café, and going to see a movie.  In order to talk about 
these topics, we are learning the verbs prendre (to take, or or-
der), and voir (to see).  We will be creating café skits to demon-
strate what we are learning.  On the cultural side, we are learn-
ing about French soccer teams and the World Cup, famous cafés 
in Paris, and French cinema.  Final exams are coming up in De-
cember.  The semester final exam will be structured like our unit 
tests, in which there are speaking, writing, listening and reading 
components.  The writing and speaking components of the se-
mester final will be completed the week of December 9th, and 
the reading and listening components will be completed the 
week of December 16th.     

French 3H is beginning Unit 4 in which we are discussing vaca-
tion activities, the Island of Reunion, the Alps, and voluntour-
ism.  We are learning the subjunctive mood in order to express 
necessity, doubt, wishes, and emotion.  This is our last unit be-
fore the final exams.  As previous semesters, the semester final 
exam will be structured like our unit tests, in which there are 
speaking, writing, listening, and reading components.  The 
writing and speaking components of the semester final will be 
completed the week of December 9th, and the reading and lis-
tening components will be completed the week of December 
16th.    

French 4/AP is currently working with the theme of personal 
and public identities.  We will be conducting our third Café 
Classe in which we will discuss holidays around the 
world.  We’ve been learning about linguistic identities, native 
and learned languages, immigration in France, pluriculturalism, 
cultural diversity, and the benefits and challenges to studying 
abroad.  We are continuing to learn weekly about various Fran-
cophone music as each student prepares a song to discuss, and 
we are continuing to practice our listening and speaking skills 
both in the classroom, as well as in the language lab using the 
AP French workbook, the AP Central College Board website, as 
well as authentic videos from TV5 Monde.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

German 1 will be finishing up the semester with presentations on 
European countries. They will work in groups to do research and 
make connections through geography, population sizes, languages 
spoken, cultural practices of these places, as well as share infor-
mation about tourist attractions in these countries. Students will 
also be able to incorporate authentic food, clothing, and music as 
they compare these cultural practices to that of Germany as well as 
to their own cultural practices here in America.  

German 2 is moving into their food unit where they will create a 
food pyramid and discuss cultural differences between eating out at 
home and eating out in a German-speaking country. This unit will 
culminate with skits and videos of various restaurant situations that 
allow students to incorporate what they have learned into an au-
thentic context. 

German 3 is currently working on a unit about media and advertise-
ments.  Students are debating whether computer and video games 
are an important part of life.  They will then compare their current 
cell phone plans to phones and plans in Germany.  They will also be 
reading, researching, and creating their own fairy tales.  This is a 
very fun unit where students dive into the fairy tale world and ex-
plore the history and culture behind the Grimm fairytales. 

German AP will be creating Gravestone projects.  They will each get 
to research a German-American and describe the life, cultural influ-
ence, family, and history of this person.  Students will get to pre-
sent from the point of view of their person.   

Don’t forget to clean your shoes and leave them by your door on 
December 5th.  St. Nikolaus will be making his rounds and leaving 
presents for the good children.  Our German classes will also be 
participating in this German tradition on December 6th.  
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Physical Education/Driver Education/Health Classes 
 

Driver Education/Safety Class and BTW (behind the wheel) 

Please continue to allow students with a valid driving permit to gain driving hours outside of school.  It helps develop their 

skills and makes them more confident in the driver seat.  Here is a link to the 50-hour log sheet that these hours are to be 

recorded on: http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_x152.pdf  

Winter break driving:  Only current students in our Driver Education/Safety classes THIS semester will be allowed to sign 

up for winter break driving.  This is to complete the remaining 12 BTW (behind the wheel) lessons.    

Winter break is broken up into two sessions: 

Session 1 - Dec. 21st—27th (Instructors do not drive on December 25th)  

Session 2 - Dec. 28th—Jan 4th (Instructors do not drive on January 1st) 

• Drive times are two hours in length and run from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

    7:00 a.m.—9:00 a.m. 

    9:00 a.m.—11:00 a.m. 

    11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

    1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 

    3:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m. 

    5:00 p.m.—7:00 p.m. 

 

• Students only sign up for ONE two-hour sessions. 

• If a student signs up for a session, they MUST be available the entire session length (not just available a few days of the 

session). 

• It is up to the instructor that the student signs up with to establish what days during these sessions the lessons will 

occur on.  

SIGN UP WILL START December 3rd out of their Driver Education/Safety class.   

Questions: email lbayer@psd202.org  

Adaptive PE (STARS program): 

The Freedom Golf Association comes in on Tuesdays to provide lessons in golf.  Here are some pictures of what they do 

with the students: 

http://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_x152.pdf
mailto:lbayer@psd202.org
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Media Center 
 

Tutoring Venue 

The tutoring venue in the media center is open.  If students need help in any of their classes, they can go to the 
Media Center Study Hall link on the main PNHS webpage to sign up for tutoring during all study hall periods.  

 

Book Award Programs 

Take part in the Lincoln Award: Teen Readers’ Choice and/or Read for a Lifetime book programs.  Read four books 
from either of these lists and be entered in giveaways.  See the media center for more details.   

 

 

 

Community News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
RichEnDeed will host a Christmas Shop to support local families experiencing financial difficulties on December 
21st.  If you would like to donate gently used items, they can be dropped off at Plainfield North High School, in the 
Main Office, from December 9th through December 17th.  Students are also welcome to drop items in the collec-
tion container in the main entrance.  
  
Toy donations needed: Games 
    Puzzles 
    Toys 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0448afa92aabff2-pnhs
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Athletic News 
Registration for winter sports is now open. 

Sport schedules and information are available at: 

https://il.8to18.com/plainfieldnorth 

**Remember all athletes must have a current physical on file to 

tryout.** 

Athletes of the Week: 

Week 9:  Cooper Allen—Boys Soccer & 

   Jessica Davis—Girls Swimming 

Week 10: Nate Simpso—Football &           

  Michelle Masis—Girls XC 

Week 11: Mekenzie Smith—Girls Volleyball &               

  Riley Frankel—Girls XC 

Week 12: Kaden Rausenberger—Boys Bowling & 

  Ella Wrobel—Girls Volleyball 

September Athletes of the Month  

Todd Daugherty—Boys Golf & 

Ella Wrobel—Girls Volleyball 

All Conference 

Shea Bechtel—Boys Soccer 

Avery Bell—Boys Soccer 

Ryan Kuffel—Boys Soccer 

Kanon Woodil—Boys Soccer 

Madison Boor—Girls Swimming 

Jessicca Davis—Girls Swimming 

Kali Franckowiak—Girls Swimming 

Samantha Kershner—Girls Swimming 

Logan Selsky—Girls Swimming 

Karley Sonnenberg—Girls Swimming 

Kendyl Sonnenberg—Girls Swimming 

Anna Gawron—Girls Volleyball 

Gretchen Ketelhut—Girls Volleyball 

Lily Summers—Girls Volleyball 

Ella Wrobel—Girls Volleyball 

State Qualifiers 

Matthew Thomas—Boys XC 

Aminah Hussain—Girls XC 

Sarah Conley—Girls XC 

Athletic Varsity Home Events 
Dec. 4th- Girls Bowling vs. Minooka @ Bowlero 4:00pm 

Dec. 6th- Boys Basketball vs. Minooka 6:30pm 

Dec. 7th- Wrestling Mega Dual 9:00am 

Dec. 10th- Girls Bowling vs. Plfd Central 4:00pm  

Dec. 11th- Boys Bowling vs. Joliet West 4:00pm 

Dec. 12th- Wrestling vs. Minooka 5:00pm 

Dec. 13th- Wrestling vs. Plfd East 5:00pm 

Dec. 13th- Girls Basketball vs. Oswego East 6:30pm 

Dec. 14th- Girls Bowling  Strikefest Town & Country 

Dec. 20th- Boys/Girls Basketball Doubleheader    

  Girls at 5:00pm/Boys at 6:30pm vs. Yorkville 

Dec. 21st- Girls Basketball vs. LWW 1:00pm 

 

 

Booster club news 

There will not be a Booster Club meeting for the  

month of December. 

 

 

https://plainfieldnorth.8to18.com/organizations/111/registrations

