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Upcoming Dates 
· · · 

 

 

 

 

 

December 21st-January 3rd 

 No School—Winter Break 

 

January 15th 

 End of Semester One 

 

12005 South 248th Avenue, Plainfield, Illinois 60585 Phone: (815) 609-8506 Fax: (815) 254-6138 

Tigers, 

The last few weeks has been especially hard for students, staff, and families with the 

COVID-19 positivity rate increasing.  We have seen businesses, our schools, and ac-

tivities related to traditional student life directly impacted. Even during this time, 

our students and staff have continued to move forward remotely with the educa-

tional process.  I am so proud of them and the support parents have shown during 

an incredibly difficult time. 

At the twelve-week mark, I spoke with the entire staff about the importance of fin-

ishing the semester strong.  I let them know to continue to be flexible with students, 

to motivate them, to support them, to tell them they are doing a great job.  I also 

mentioned to find ways to get any “borderline” students across the finish line be-

tween now and the end of the semester on January 15th.   

Education has never been more of a team effort than now.  I am asking that all par-

ents monitor grades in Home Access Center (HAC) and have conversations with your 

kids and teachers when needed.  Specifically, students that currently have a failing 

grade in any class may still have time to finish with a passing grade. Even with teach-

ers being flexible, students still need to put in the time to complete the assigned 

work. Let’s work together to make that happen! 

This time of the year should be filled with happiness and joy for the loved ones in 

our lives and being healthy.  As difficult as 2020 has been, the holidays may look 

different in our homes, but the meaning has never be clearer.  I encourage all of us 

to unplug, relax, and enjoy family as we finish 2020 and ring in 2021 with the hope it 

will be MUCH better. 

Happy Holidays! 
Stay Healthy! 
 

Go Tigers! 

Ross Draper, Principal 
rdraper@psd202.org 

(815) 609-8506 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

mailto:rdraper@psd202.org
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Curriculum & Instruction 

 
 

 

Plainfield North High School SAT 1600 Spring 2021 Registra n 
 

SAT 1600  is an 8-week online test preparation program hosted live using Google Meets for the 
April 13th SAT.   This is for Junior students only.  Students should have a webcam and a micro-
phone, if possible. 
 
Beginning the week of February 1st, choose a date and time that works best for your schedule. 
Make-ups on a different day are welcomed. 
 
Class Day: Monday evenings 7:00pm—9:00pm  
  Tuesday afternoon 4:00pm—6:00pm  
  Tuesday evenings 7:00pm—9:00pm  
  Wednesday afternoons 4:00pm—6:00pm  
  Wednesday evenings 7:00pm—9:00pm  
  Thursday evenings 7:00pm—9:00pm 
  Saturday mornings 10:00am—noon 
   
Tuition: $325  
 
Register online: www.exceledgeinc.com  Registration due date: 12/31/20 
 
If you have any ques ons about the program, please contact the ExcelEdge :  
info@exceledgeinc.com  or 219-838-0740 

 
 
 
 

Happy Holidays! 
 

Stan Bertoni, Associate Principal         Sharon Piemonte, Administrative Assistant  

sbertoni@psd202.org                            spiemont@psd202.org 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.exceledgeinc.com
mailto:info@exceledgeinc.com%20
mailto:sbertoni@psd202.org
mailto:spiemont@psd202.org
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English & Social Studies 
As we approach the 12-week mark, the English and Social Stud-

ies departments are hard at work completing units and helping 

students develop the necessary skills to move forward into next 

semester.  We would like to thank parents and students for 

their hard work, support, and continued efforts to make it 

through this challenging time.  Our teachers are working hard 

and are developing some amazing lessons to enhance the virtual 

classroom.   

ENGLISH:   

English I classes are beginning their study of Shakespeare’s Ro-

meo & Juliet. 

Mrs. McDowell’s English III classes completed one-pagers to go 

along with their study of Boy’s Life.  Notable examples: 

 

Junior English III students in Ms. Callan’s class created a scrap-

book of characters in conjunction with their study of Boy’s Life 

by Robert McCammon.  The project spanned several weeks and 

several parts of the book in order for the students to get a good 

feel for characterization, both direct and indirect. They then had 

to graphically show their understanding of their selected char-

acters, including their likes and fears. The project called for im-

agination and creativity, as well as practice using MLA to cite 

textual evidence to back up their claims.   

They enhanced the template they were given by adding pictures 

and their own touches. One student even chose to make the old

-fashioned kind of scrap-

book, with raw materials 

like scissors, glue, and 

tape. She printed out 

pictures at Walgreens to 

attach to her album.  All 

in all, it was a successful 

venture with students 

sharing their enjoyment 

of the journey through Boy’s Life.  The unit is wrapping up and 

will culminate in a literary analysis of a theme contained within 

the story. Students were allowed to self-direct their choice of 

topics and themes. 

 

Ms. Patel’s AP classes have been working on “Allegory of the Cave.” 

To enhance the study they watched short clips from The Matrix to 

show relevance.  Additionally, Ms. Patel’s English I are trying to 

start Readers Theater with Julius Caesar on Zoom. To reduce intimi-

dation, students are using a side-by-side paraphrase. They will 

“perform” using the paraphrase to make relationships and events 

clearer. The classes close reading is done periodically to tackle 

Shakespeare’s language in isolated bits. 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  

Miss Monterosso’s psychology classes 

have been engaging in discussions on 

how YouTube, Tik Tok and Twitch re-

late to Social Learning theory. 

Mr. Krause’s Street Law classes are continuing an in-depth study of 

crime in America. The students are completing a research study and 

paper covering major crime themes that they have selected to 

study. Most select serial crimes which leads to an interesting path-

way of discovery.  In Sociology, Mr. Krause and his students just 

wrapped up Unit 4 covering socialization and are now transitioning 

into crime and deviance. The students are very excited to learn the 

concepts and dissect whether crime is a learned behavior or are we 

born with desire to commit crime.   In Economics, students contin-

ue their study of supply and demand this week. This is can be the 

most challenging part of the course and the students have excelled 

even in our virtual platform. The students are also competing in the 

Stock Market game and are starting to show progress with their 

portfolios and climb the rankings in the state.  

In preparation for Thanksgiving, Ms. Schlott’s Dual Credit Psycholo-

gy class will be discussing the concept of gratitude and how it re-

lates to the field of Positive Psychology.  Students will be com-

pleting a gratitude exercise and learn about the researched benefits 

of gratitude expression as it relates to overall human happiness. 

Students will continue to hone their skills in analyzing data to sup-

port researched claims. 
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Science & Math 
 

Heading into the holidays we encourage all students and par-
ents/guardians to monitor Home Access Center.  Please talk to 
teachers about any missing work. Let’s put students in the best 
possible position to finish this semester strong! 

Science: 

Forensics just did a fingerprinting lab, where they were able to 
take their own fingerprints at home.  Next week students will be 
doing a forensic anthropology lab where they will be taking fe-
mur measurements of themselves and their family to see if cal-
culations match their actual heights. 

Biology students have been studying biological energy and have 
done several virtual labs that investigate photosynthesis, cellu-
lar respiration, and fermentation.  The next 
topic examines how energy and nutrients 
cycle through the ecosystem.  

 

 

In Mr. Kelner’s Biology class students conducted a 
virtual lab to witness photosynthesis when the 
necessary components of the process are present.  

 

 

 

Honors Chemistry classes are using a phet simulation to view 
rotating 3D models of chemical compounds as students learn 
about chemical bonding.  

 

 

 

 

 

Math: 

In dual credit Math 127, students completed a unit in finance, 
graph theory, and are now investigating in-voting meth-
ods.  Math in nature is the next topic. 

In Statistics, students will be doing a project on the age they 
think celebrities are versus the age they are actually. They will 
collect data, graph it, and come up with a line of best fit (linear 
regression).  Stats classes have explored units on normal distri-
butions, confidence intervals, and different types of ways to 
display data graphically.  They have been using their graphing 
calculators to compute many different statistical information. 

Mr. Obendorf's Algebra 2 class made predictions about basketball 
shots using  quadratic regression.  

 

 

 

World Languages/Fine Arts/
Career & Technical Education 

 

World Language Department: 

ASL: 

 

 

 

 

Hi Northsiders!  

American Sign Language courses are running at full steam in the 
virtual platform.  As we work our way through adapting to the 
online setting, we continue to provide our students the opportuni-
ties to apply their language expressively with partners and practice 
receptive skills all through Zoom.  I have also found this year has 
been a wonderful chance to focus on major events in deaf histo-
ry.  ASL 2 classes just finished a wonderful discussion on the Deaf 
President Now movement in 1988, which resulted in the installation 
of Gallaudet Universities first deaf president.  This opened the 
doors for countless changes in both the deaf community, but in our 
lives as hearing individuals as well.  Did you know that the Deaf 
President Now movement kick started and led to the ADA 
(Americans with Disabilities Act)?  You are impacted by this act eve-
ry time you walk up a ramp into a building, instead of climbing the 
stairs, or anytime you turn on the closed captions on your TV. 

ASL 1 classes are working on finishing up Unit 2 (exchanging person-
al information). 

ASL 2 classes are working on finishing up Unit 8 (making requests). 

ASL 3 classes have finished studying Unit 13 (describing things 
around the house) and are now working on translating songs from 
English to ASL. 

ASL 4 class is continuing to build vocabulary in Unit 18 and express 
personal narratives while also looking at ASL literature in each unit. 

We are so happy to continue our students’ growth while we navi-
gate the online setting. 

Please encourage your student to find the ASL Club google class-
room for fun and social ways to meet with peers outside of the aca-
demic setting. 
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World Languages/Fine Arts/
Career & Technical Education 

(continued) 

 

 

French 1: 

Madame Moore’s French 1 classes are studying Unit 3 À l’École 
in which students are learning how to talk about their school 
schedule and school supplies and describe their classes and 
teachers.  We will be reading about a student in Tahiti, creating 
our own school schedules in French, and then writing about our 
classes.  We will also be reading about French cafeteria meals 
and comparing them to American eating habits and school cafe-
terias. In this unit, we are learning some of the most important 
verbs in the French language - avoir (to have), être (to be), and 
aller (to go).   

French 2H: 

French 2H classes have been learning how to discuss past 
events using the new form passé composé.  Students practiced 
describing various paintings by taking a virtual tour of a Parisian 
museum.  As we move into Unit 3, we will be learning how to 
describe our daily routines and chores that we do around the 
house.  We will be discussing history, culture, and notable fig-
ures from Cameroon, the Ivory Coast, and Senegal including 
Léopold Sédar Senghor and Youssou N’Dour.   

French AP: 

French AP is beginning our study of the theme ‘Contemporary 
Life’ where we will study rites of passage, how marketing re-
flects cultural tendencies, and how leisure activities and sports 
contribute to the quality of life. We are reading authentic news 
articles, listening to podcasts and news stories, studying songs, 
and discussing current events.  Each week a different student 
presents a francophone song to the class and then leads a dis-
cussion in French on the various aspects of the song.  The stu-
dents have also been practicing their interpersonal and inter-
pretive communication skills using the College Board online 
practice activities. 

German: 

German 1 will be finishing up the semester with presentations 
on European countries. They will work in groups to do research 
and make connections through geography, population sizes, 
languages spoken, and cultural practices of these places, as well 
as share information about tourist attractions in these coun-
tries. Students will also be able to incorporate authentic food, 
clothing, and music as they compare these cultural practices to 
that of Germany, as well as to their own cultural practices here 
in America.  
 

 
 
German 2 is moving into their food unit where they will create a 
food pyramid and discuss cultural differences between eating out at 
home and eating out in a German speaking country. This unit will 
culminate with skits and videos of various restaurant situations that 
allow students to incorporate what they have learned into an au-
thentic context. 

German 3 is currently working on a unit about media and advertise-
ments.  Students are debating whether computer and video games 
are an important part of life.  They will then compare their current 
cell phone plans to phones and plans in Germany.  This unit will 
culminate with a project where students design a new prod-
uct.  They will be designing advertisements/commercials to try and 
sell their product to the class.   

German AP will be creating “Flat Stanly” projects.  They will carry a 
Kuscheltier with them throughout their fall break and then create 
videos showing the class how they spent their time with their 
Kuscheltier.  Students will also be writing essays on globaliza-
tion.  The class will then vote on the best essay to submit to UIC for 
their German Day competition in the spring.   
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Physical Education/Drivers Education/Health Classes 

 
First Semester Driver Education: 

Students in Driver Education are currently getting some behind-the-wheel time for their required lessons before school 

and after school.  Students must first have their permit before signing up.  For students to obtain a driver’s license ,here 

are the following requirements:  

1. Complete 12 lessons with an instructor (BTW lessons)  

2. 50 hours of practice time with a parent/guardian.   

 Below is the link to the 50 hour log sheet to fill out as you drive with your student:  

 https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_x152.pdf  

3. Hold their driving permit for nine months.   

4. Pass the classroom portion of Driver Education (this includes the 30 hours of required seat time).   

December driving times are currently posted for you to schedule the twelve BTW lessons.  There are many openings still 

available.  Students can sign up for one lesson each day (so there can be multiple BTW lessons each week).   

Here is the link to the BTW lesson sign-ups:  http://pnhs.psd202.org/page/driver-education  

Second Semester Driver Education Students: 

Pre-permitting of the second semester driver education for students has started.  If you still need this information, please 

email Lbayer@psd202.org and it will be sent to you.  Student drivers need to hold their permit for a total of nine months.  

The nine month time frame starts when the student obtains the permit from the DMV.   

 

 

https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_x152.pdf
http://pnhs.psd202.org/page/driver-education
mailto:Lbayer@psd202.org
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Athletic News 
 

Tiger Athletes of the Week: 

October 19th: Noah Dutler-Boys Golf 

October 19th: Navya Nagelli-Girls Tennis 

October 26th: Ryan Casey -Boys XC 

October 26th: Kendyl Sonnenberg-Girls Swimming 

November 2nd: Katelyn Ward-Girls XC 

November 2nd: Claire Wilson-Girls XC 

 

Athletes of the Month  

Oliver Burns—Boys XC 

Claire Wilson–Girls XC 

The Boys XC team placed fourth as a team at Sectionals in Nor-

mal.  Oliver Burns placed third overall in second flight.  Ryan 

Maseman placed 13th overall. 

Eight of the athletes placed as State Qualifiers: 

  Oliver Burns 

  Joshua Furnish 

  Ryan Casey 

  Ryan Maseman 

  Ian Morrison 

  Cooper Shelton 

  Ryan Tracey 

  Dylan Young 

Girls Swimming had two girls that placed as State Qualifiers:  

  Karley Sonnenberg– 50 & 100 Free 

  Kendyl Sonnenberg– 50 Free 

Amanda Spangler finished third in diving. 

Logan Selsky finished sixth in diving for Swimming Sectionals.  

 

 

 

 

Athletic Home Events 
 

All Athletic events/conditioning/open gyms, and prac-

tices are currently on hold until further notice. 

 

 

NATIONAL SIGNING DAY 

We would like to congratulate all of the athletes who participated 

in our National Signing Day on November 11th. 

 

 Brooke Knox—Marian University—Softball 

 Allison Kroll—Northern Michigan Univ.—Soccer 

 Karley Sonnenberg—McKendree College—Swimming 

 Cassie St. Clair—Western Michigan Univ.–Gymnastics 

 

There is a link to view the Signing Day on the Plainfield North home 

page.  Look on the left side for Signing Day, 11/11/20.  

The next scheduled signing days will be February 3rd and April 14th. 
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Senior year can be overly busy and stressful for a variety of reasons in a normal school year.  We all know that this year is 
not normal.  Trying to figure out a plan for what life looks life after graduation takes a lot of time and energy.  Congratula-
tions to the seniors who have already completed college applications.  Most of you are still working through this process, 
and that’s fine, too.  Whether you are still exploring options, working on college or scholarship applications, or unsure of 
your plan, we are here to help!  

 

 If students have questions about college research or the college application process:  Contact the College & 
Career counselor, Mrs. Hurst, or your PNHS counselor (assigned by last name) 

 If students have questions about a specific college:  College Admissions reps are the experts at their colleges and are 
available by phone/email (contact info listed on college websites) 

 If students are interested in the military:  Reach out to the local recruiting office 

 If students are interested in trade school:  Reach out to the local union to become familiar with the process and re-
quirements 

 If students have questions about scholarships:  We recommend searching for scholarships in Naviance and online 
scholarship search tools listed on the Illinois Student Assistance Commission website 

 

Lots of helpful resources, including instructions for logging into Naviance and requesting transcripts, are posted in the 
“Class of 2021” Google Classroom and on the PNHS College & Career Center webpage. 

 

Please reach out to us with any questions.   

   Melissa Hurst (Colllege & Career) mhurst@psd202.org 

   Tom Schaeffer (A—Ch) tschaeff@psd202.org 

   Suzanne Smiley (Ci—Gol) ssmiley@psd202.org 

   Jeff Wagner (Gom—Ko) jwagner@psd202.org 

   Rebecca Voss (Kp—O) rvoss@psd202.org 

   Karla Ortiz (P—Sk) kortiz@psd202.org 

   Stacey Harrison (Sl—Z) sharriso@psd202.org 

   

College And Career 

http://pnhs.psd202.org/page/military
http://pnhs.psd202.org/page/trades
http://pnhs.psd202.org/page/scholarship-info
https://www.isac.org/e-library/applying-for-financial-aid/scholarship-searches.html
http://pnhs.psd202.org/page/naviance
https://www.screencast.com/t/Bk6kjS5ySK
http://pnhs.psd202.org/page/college-career-counseling
mailto:mhurst@psd202.org
mailto:tschaeff@psd202.org
mailto:ssmiley@psd202.org
mailto:jwagner@psd202.org
mailto:rvoss@psd202.org
mailto:kortiz@psd202.org
mailto:sharriso@psd202.org
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Clubs & Activities 
 

National Honor Society: 

We are very proud of this 
year’s NHS members.  They 
participated in a virtual Walk-A
-Thon and raised $4,000 for 
Ronald McDonald House. 
Thank you to all of the commu-
nity members that donated to 
this worthy cause!  

 

Student Council: 

Student Council is sponsoring a Gift Card Drive to support 
our T.I.N (Tigers In Need) fund. Clubs and activities are 
encouraged to donate gift cards for grocery stores, fast 
food, and gas stations. All cards collected will go to help 
our Tiger families. Students can drop of cards in a sealed 
enveloped with their name, ID number, and club name in 
the main office. Student Council members will also donate 
items from a virtual giving tree. All gift cards and dona-
tions should be dropped off by December 8th.  

 

German Club: 

Don’t forget to clean your 
shoes and leave them by your 
door on December 5th. St. 
Nikolaus will be making his 
rounds and leaving presents 
for the good children. 

 

 

 

 

German Club met virtually to make pretzels on 11/10.  Check 
out our Google Classroom page or contact Frau Ibanez for 
more information about German Club. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

French Club: 

In November, French Club learned how to make cream puffs! 
Tamar, a French Club member, expertly led us, demon-
strating each step of the process.  We had a great time learn-
ing how to make this delicious French dessert!  


