Upcoming Dates
···
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

January 15th
End of First Semester

Tigers,
I hope we all found time to enjoy the holidays and are ready for the new year. I am
sure we are all ready to put 2020 in the rearview mirror and look forward to returning to some normalcy at some point in 2021. Until that happens, we will continue to
take it one day at a time and hope that comes sooner than later.
We have a couple of weeks before the end of the first semester. Normally, the semester ends before winter break, but with the delayed start of school in August, it
pushed the semester end date to January 15th. The second semester begins on January 19th and offers a fresh start to students. Depending on students’ schedules,
they can have a fresh start with their grades and/or a new class. Either way, we
want all students to start the new semester moving in a positive direction.
We do have several things taking place in January that will be sent home via
ConnectEd. Please take time to review any messages as they are sent out. To name
a few, we have book drop-off/pick-up, course selection for 2021-22, and AP course
information. We will also communicate any changes to the remote/hybrid learning
plan. Until we get clarification, we will begin the second semester remotely. Hopefully, we will have the ability to start bringing kids into the building soon.

January 15th
School Improvement Day

Asynchronous Day
No Teacher Office Hours
January 18th
Martin Luther King Jr’s Birthday
No School
January 19th
First Day of Second Semester

Go Tigers!
Ross Draper, Principal
rdraper@psd202.org
(815) 609-8506

12005 South 248th Avenue, Plainfield, Illinois 60585 Phone: (815) 609-8506 Fax: (815) 254-6138
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Dean’s Office

Curriculum & Instruction

Parents and Guardians,

TEXTBOOK DROP OFF AND PICK UP FOR
SEMESTER/FULL YEAR COURSES.

We have received emails and other forms of communication
from many of you looking for clarification regarding your
child’s ability to park on campus if/when we return to inperson instruction. Currently our plan is to allow for open
parking during hybrid learning for all students with a valid
license, proof of insurance, and a completed parking application. If you have already submitted this documentation, you
will not need to do it again. No placards will be assigned
while we are in hybrid learning. If/when we transition back to
all students being in person learning, we would then navigate
our traditional parking lottery process and assign spots to our
senior and junior students. Thank you for your continued patience during this process.

Parents and Guardians,

Our plan is to provide an opportunity for those students
who have semester/full year courses to drop off their
book(s) that are no longer needed beginning the week of
January 11th. It is very important that you only turn in
books that you have received specific communication
about from the school. It is very important that you turn
in those books that are requested so we can then hand
them out to other students for second semester courses.
You will be receiving an individual email for each course
that needs materials turned in, so please read all correspondence as they will have different information for each
academic area. Book drop off will be from 8:00 am-3:00
pm, January 11th-15th. There will be an afterhours drop off
on Wednesday, January 13th from 4:00 pm-6:00 pm.

Media Center

If your student has a second semester course that needs a
textbook/novel, you will be receiving additional email
communications before January 19th detailing when you
will be able to pick up the needed materials for that
course starting the week of January 19th.

Peer Tutoring now available!
Do you need help in a subject area? Tiger Tutoring is here! If
you would like to schedule a peer tutoring session with a fellow tiger, visit www.tigertutors.org to sign up for an appointment. The website password is north.

I want to thank Sharon Piemonte who has done a great
job as my secretary these past four years, as she transitions over to her new position as Principal Secretary here
at Plainfield North officially beginning January 11th.

Tutoring sessions will take place 4th, 5th, and 6th hour and
during office hours (2:15pm-3:00pm), Monday through Friday.

I want to take this time to introduce and welcome my
new secretary, Laura Mestan, who will taking over the
position officially beginning January 11th.

Please note, a parent/guardian form needs to be filled out
prior to tutoring. This form only needs to be filled out once
and can be found at: https://tigertutors.org/permission.

Stan Bertoni, Associate Principal
sbertoni@psd202.org

If you have any questions, please feel free to email Mrs. Zack
at kzack@psd202.org.

Sharon Piemonte, Administrative Assistant
spiemont@psd202.org
Laura Mestan, Administrative Assistant
LMestan@psd202.org
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Science & Math

English & Social Studies

The Math and Science Division are looking forward to whatever
challenges second semester brings. Remote, hybrid, or a combination of learning platforms, we will continue to provide engaging
lessons and provide opportunities for student success.

English and Social Studies departments are diligently preparing
for the end of the semester. While there have been many challenges with remote learning, we have also had some great success and students are doing a wonderful job of engaging in classes. Please continue to work with your students to finish out
the semester successfully.

SCIENCE:
Forensics students are doing a research project on serial killers.
Students are putting together a full profile of the killer and their
crimes. The profile includes a look at the killer’s past, their crimes,
and what forensic evidence was used to convict them.

ENGLISH:

Honors Biology students are going to explore their own ecological
footprint with online calculators.

This week and last week, Mrs. Patel’s HIS 105 class has focused
on the Renaissance. Students read and discussed primary
source documents on how to be a good courtier, as well as on
how to be a good ruler. Students compared and contrasted the
philosophies of Erasmus and Machiavelli (their discussion was
awesome!), and the documents illuminated the study of several
of the political players of this era. We also played a game comparing and contrasting the art of the Middle Ages with that of
the Italian Renaissance and the Northern Renaissance.

Honors Chemistry students are working on a
single replacement virtual lab. A solid metal is
added to a solution and students will determine if a reaction has occurred.
Physics classes are doing a virtual skate park lab that investigates
potential and kinetic energy.
Mrs. Sicinski visited Niagara Falls in November to gather educational materials for the biology students at PNHS. The unit on ecology
focuses, in part, on renewable energy sources along with decreasing burning of fossil fuels to improve the environment. She visited
The Maid of the Mist ferry operation to learn about the brand new
electrically powered ferries. These ferries are powered solely by
electricity generated through hydroelectric power, harnessed by
the falls. Pictured are the American Falls, Horseshoe Falls, and the
coupling for electrically charging the ferry boat. Questions about
this segment can be directed to ssicinsk@psd202.org.

SOCIAL STUDIES:
Mr. Foreman's AP Government and Politics classes just finished
up their civic engagement projects. The students had the opportunity to contact either their U.S. Representative or one of our
Senators to both highlight an issue
in their community as well as provide a possible plan of action to
remedy the issue. The students are
waiting to hear back on their proposals.

Mr. Barber and Mrs. Stewart's Economics classes finished learning about business organizations to
get a better understanding about US corporations, non-profits,
and small businesses. Also, our Economics students are getting
ready to complete their end of the year personal finance budget
project where they learn how to plan for the future, budget
their money, and be better prepared for life after high school.
MATH:

Ms. Schlott’s Dual Credit
Psychology students are
currently working on researching a mental disorder
of their choosing. This project will introduce students
to research in the field of
psychology, hone their research skills, while also reducing the stigmas associated with mental illness.

Geometry and Honors Geometry will finish off the first semester
with concepts in our Spring Board curriculum Unit 3 including dilations and similarity. As they begin semester two, the students will
pick up right where they left off and continue to work through Unit
3. Students will be introduced to topics using right triangles, such
as trigonometry and special right triangle ratios. The second semester of Geometry will also include circle topics, area, volume, and
surface area for three dimensional shapes and probability.
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German 1 will be entering one of their favorite units where they get
to talk about families, friends, music, and pets. As English and German are both Germanic languages, a lot of this vocabulary stems
from cognates, and offers a lot of room for students to make connections. As you may know from Star Wars, this is also where students learn that Vater (the German word for father) is very closely
related to Vader, the Dutch word for father.

Science & Math (cont.)
Mrs. Mickenbecker’s Algebra 1 students are working on skills for
second semester. The students are practicing distributive property, solving equations, factors, and exponents. They will start
second semester with exponent rules and then jump into quadratic functions.

Girls in white dresses with blue satin sashes; snowflakes that stay on
my nose and eyelashes….as the Sound of Music was played on many
TVs through the holiday season, German 2 will be learning how to
talk about their favorite things. This will then lead them in to the
furniture and house unit where they get to talk about their favorite
items and places in their homes, as well as how to describe their
locations. Students will bring in some of their favorite things for a
traditional show and tell day.

New students taking Math 127: General Mathematics dual credit course for the spring semester need to check the Plainfield
North website for the book they will need to rent or buy starting
on January 19th.
Math 128: Dual Credit Elementary Statistics also have to check
the website for the book they need to rent or buy for the course
starting on January 19th. They will also need to have a graphing
calculator for the course.

German 3 will be concentrating on forming their opinions and discussing things that are important to them. This will lead to a Socratic seminar where students will be able to discuss how important
clothing labels are to them, and share their various opinions on the
topic. Students will also be creating projects where they collage together ideas involving friendship, school, and free time activities that
they find “Super!” This unit will culminate with book report presentations about their favorite books.

World Languages/Fine Arts/
Career & Technical Education

German AP will be moving in to our “green” unit where students will
be discussing protecting the environment, alternate energies, politics, and climate change. Students will develop campaigns to educate
others about their alternative energies, will track their environmental impact, and compare the German culture and politics surrounding the environment to that of ours here in America.

Bienvenue à l’année 2021!
French 1 has finished Unit 3 and is moving into Unit 4 where we
will learn how to talk about weekend plans. We will learn about
soccer, France’s favorite national pastime, food and drinks that
French people order in a café, and French cinema. Our culminating project for the unit will be a café skit where students will
demonstrate how to properly interact with a French waiter,
order food and drink, and ask for the bill.

Spanish 2 Honors and Spanish 3 students have been working on
speaking about the past, using the preterite and imperfect tenses.
They will record a project speaking about, and depicting what they
and their family members used to do when they were little.

French 2H is finishing Unit 3 where we are learning how to talk
about various activities that use reflexive verbs in French. We
will also read about Senegal, the writer, Léopold Sédar Senghor,
and the music of Youssou N’Dour. Next semester we will be
starting Unit 5 in which we will learn how to reminisce and describe past events, and learn about French agriculture and rural
life today.
French 4/AP is finishing the AP theme of ‘Contemporary Life’ (La
Vie Contemporaine) and will be starting second semester studying the AP theme ‘Personal & Public Identities’ (La Quête de
Soi). We will have our first café classe for second semester at
the beginning of February, where we will discuss societal issues
that affect us. In class, we will be analyzing the song “Les Emigrants” by Charles Aznavour, and interpreting several Francophone news articles, both written and spoken. We are continuing to hear new Francophone music as each student prepares a
song to discuss. Online, we are continuing to practice our communication skills using the College Board website.
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Physical Education/Drivers Education/Health Classes

Students in Driver Education are currently getting some behind-the-wheel time for their required lessons before
school and after school. Students must have their permit first before signing up. For students to obtain a driving
license, below are the following requirements:
1. Complete 12 lessons with an instructor (BTW lessons)
2. 50 hours of practice time with a parent/guardian.
Link to the 50 hour log sheet to fill out as you drive with your student:
https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_x152.pdf
3. Hold their driving permit for nine months.
4. Pass the classroom portion of Driver Education (it includes the 30 hours of required seat time).
January driving times are currently posted for you to schedule the 12 BTW lessons. There are many openings still
available. Students can sign up for one lesson each day (so there can be multiple BTW lessons each week).

Here is a link to the BTW lesson sign-ups: http://pnhs.psd202.org/page/driver-education
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College And Career
Happy New Year! Hope you all had a healthy and relaxing break. Now it’s time to get back to work! Here’s
what the College & Career Center has planned for second semester.
JUNIORS, SOPHOMORES, AND FRESHMEN:
Mrs. Hurst, College & Career Counselor, and the counselors will be working with all of you second semester to help
you get focused on your college and career exploration journey. We are in the process of planning the presentation dates now, but we usually pop into one of your class periods. Your teachers will communicate the details as
we get these scheduled.
Here are the things that will be included in our meeting:

•

A presentation highlighting some things students should be focused on by grade level in regards to college
and career

•

An overview of our College & Career Center page on the PNHS website

•

A review of Naviance (our tool for managing college and career exploration/planning)

•

Some activities focused around college and career

Please check out the many resources available on the College & Career Center page on the PNHS website, such
as Naviance login instructions and some tools/tasks to explore, Career Planning Resources, and a College & Career Planning Checklist.
Also, we know many of the juniors are planning ahead for applying to college next year. There are still many unanswered questions about whether or not colleges will require a SAT/ACT score for admission. Hinsdale Central
and the Compass Education Group have invited us to attend their Webinar titled Admission Testing and the Surging Test Optional Movement. It’s Tuesday, January 12th at 7:00pm and registration is required. Get more information by clicking on the registration link.
SENIORS:
Check out the College & Career Planning Checklist on the PNHS website for things you should be doing now to
prepare for your future. For students planning to attend a four year college, there’s information about comparing
financial aid packages, applying for scholarships, and requesting midyear transcripts. If you are planning to attend Joliet Junior College (JJC) or a trade school, or if you want to join the military, please visit our College & Career Center page on the PNHS website for more information.
As always, we are available to answer any questions you may have. Just send us an email and we will be happy
to help.

Melissa Hurst (Colllege & Career) mhurst@psd202.org
Tom Schaeffer (A—Ch) tschaeff@psd202.org
Suzanne Smiley (Ci—Gol) ssmiley@psd202.org
Jeff Wagner (Gom—Ko) jwagner@psd202.org
Rebecca Voss (Kp—O) rvoss@psd202.org
Karla Ortiz (P—Sk) kortiz@psd202.org
Stacey Harrison (Sl—Z) sharriso@psd202.org
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Clubs and Activities
French Club celebrated the holiday season with our annual Bûche de Noël party where several members presented the beautiful cakes they made. Some were chocolate, some vanilla, some with strawberry filling, and
some with a mocha filling. Even though we were remote and couldn’t sample different cakes, this year’s party
was definitely a success.

German Club will meet on January 12th to plan second semester, and we will end our meeting playing Among
Us. We will also be meeting on January 26th and will be inviting 8th graders in the district to join us. We will be
making Kartoffelpuffer (potato pancakes) via Zoom. Please see our Google Classroom page or email Frau
Ibanez at jibanez@psd202.org with any questions.
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