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Upcoming Dates 
· · · 

 

October 9th 

  Homecoming Dance 

  6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. (tentatively) 

 

October 11th 

  Columbus Day 

  No School 

 

October 13th 

  Junior PSAT/NMSQT 

 

October 15th 

  End of First Quarter 

   

October 18th 

  School Improvement Day 

  Early Release 11:15 a.m. 

 

October 20th 

  Choir Concert 7:00 p.m. 

 

November 1st 

  Parent/Teacher Conferences 

  3:00 p.m.—8:00 p.m. Conferences 

  Teacher Institute  

  No Student Attendance 

 

November 2nd 

  Parent/Teacher Conferences 

  8:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

  No School 

    

 

  

 

12005 South 248th Avenue, Plainfield, Illinois 60585 Phone: (815) 609-8506 Fax: (815) 254-6138 

Tigers, 

October is an exciting time around North with Homecoming just around the corner. All Homecoming 
information is posted in the newsletter and on our school website.   Remember, all Homecoming activi-
ties are outside, and subject to the weather as we continue to follow COVID protocols. Please encourage 
your student to participate in the activities offered during the week.  
 
Time is flying by, and the end of the first quarter is October 15th. Progress grades will be posted to the 
Home Access Center (HAC) by the end of that school day, unless an unforeseen issue arises with our 
computer system.  If you are concerned with a grade after viewing the progress report, please reach out 
to your student’s teacher.   
 
Parent – Teacher Conferences are on November 1st and 2nd this year with two options for parents.     
November 1st will be an open house format from 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and November 2nd  appointments 
will be scheduled through Google Calendar from 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Please understand that the open 
house format is geared towards conversations lasting less than 10 minutes with the teacher.  If you feel 
you need more time than that, please schedule a conference time on November 2nd or arrange another 
opportunity with the teacher.  
 
We have done the open house format for several years now and get positive feedback from parents.  This 
format allows parents to go from teacher to teacher, without an appointment, in the same night.  If you 
arrive to a teacher’s room with parents waiting outside of the classroom, just move on to a different 
teacher and come back later.  Usually, freshmen teachers see the longest lines; therefore, we ask teach-
ers to keep each open house conference less than 10 minutes.  
 
Information on how to sign up for parent-teacher conferences will be coming soon. 
 
Having conferences in early November provides a great platform for parents to meet with staff to discuss 
student progress or concerns, as we move towards the end of the first semester.  
 

Go Tigers! 

Ross Draper, Principal 
rdraper@psd202.org 
(815) 609-8506 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

mailto:rdraper@psd202.org
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Curriculum & instruction 

 

Advanced Placement exam registration forms and information will be sent out as soon as we have finalized the process. The registration 

will be completed online again using your students @psd202.org school email.   We are hoping to send out registration information the 

week of October 4th. One big change from the last two years is their will be a $40.00 cancellation fee charged if an exam is cancelled.  

The exam cost is $96.00, so if you cancel an exam, you will only get $56.00 back. The due date will be in early November, so there is still 

time. Students should have been assigned a code from their Advanced Placement teacher to gain access to the AP classroom online, 

which every student needs to utilize the online resources and register for the exam. Any questions please contact your student’s Ad-

vanced Placement teacher.   Freshman, Sophomore, and Junior testing information for the Spring  is still being discussed and planned, 

and will be sent out as soon as we can. Thank you for your patience and understanding during these unique times in education.  

 
Stan Bertoni, Associate Principal  Laura Mestan, Administrative Assistant 
sbertoni@psd202.org    LMestan@psd202.org 
 

 

 

 

Building & Operations 

 
If your student is absent, arriving late to school ,or leaving school early; parent or guardian must notify the Attendance 
Office at least two hours prior via Email based on last name along with students name, ID#, reason & time of arrival or dis-
missal (if applicable). Students may not report their own absences.  You must state the reason for the student’s absence 
and please be specific on reason and/or sick symptoms. 
 
PnattendanceA-L@psd202.org 

 
PnattendanceM-Z@psd202.org 

 
Via Phone: 815-254-6014x    A-L  x2073    M-Z  x2074 
 
Reporting a student’s early dismissal must be done in a timely manner, at least two hours prior to requested dismissal time, 
this will help with the dismissal process and get your student out to you on time. 
 
If your student is marked absent for the first three periods of the day, and the school has not received notification from you, 
you will be contacted by the school via personal phone call, ConnectEd phone call or email. It is the parent/guardian’s re-
sponsibility to contact the school to verify your student’s absence. Without verification, the student will be marked unex-
cused and may receive consequences for truancy. 
 
When your student arrives late to school or is leaving early, they must check in/out through the attendance office. Failure to 

check out properly could result in disciplinary consequences. 

mailto:PnattendanceA-L@psd202.org
mailto:PnattendanceM-Z@psd202.org
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Special Education 

 

Plainfield North HS Tiger Buddies Club Yields Strong Student Participation 

 

The Plainfield North High School Tiger Buddies club is kicking off the 

new school year with near-record participation.  

Tiger Buddies, founded eight years ago, is a student club that brings togeth-
er PNHS general education and STAR PLUS / Intensive Program students. 
STAR PLUS provides functional instruction to students with a wide range 
of special needs. 

PNHS special education teachers Anne Twist and Lisa Bulthuis started 
Tiger Buddies to help students create friendships outside of the classroom. 

“It is important to get to know your peers of all abilities and to see your 
peers for who they are and learn about them,” Twist said. 

Tiger Buddies meets during and after school twice a month. 

During the day, the club participates in team building and bonding activities in the gym. After school activities in-
clude bowling, dances, PNHS basketball games, and more. 

This is the fourth year of Tiger Buddies for PNHS senior Hayley Krawisz. The club brings out the best in her, she 
said.   

“It is a life-changing program. The last four years of Tiger Buddies were the highlight of my high school years,” 
Krawisz said.  

STAR PLUS / Intensive Program student Izabella Trajkovski is also starting her fourth year in the club. She uses an 
augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) device to communicate. 

“I’ve made so many friends in this club,” she said using her AAC device. “I always have a great time with my bud-
dies,” Trajkovski added. 

“We are all PNHS Tigers, and this is an opportunity to get to know all Tigers,” Twist said. 

Thirty PNHS general education and 23 STAR PLUS / Intensive Program students are currently signed up to partici-
pate in Tiger Buddies. 

PNHS and STAR PLUS / Intensive Program students who are interested in participating in Tiger Buddies should 
email Twist at atwist@psd202.org. 

This year, special education teacher assistant and sophomore basketball coach Jelani Johnson joined Twist and Bul-

thuis as a co-sponsor. 

mailto:atwist@psd202.org
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English & Social Studies 
The English & Social Studies departments are settling in well with stu-

dents and wrapping up the first six weeks of school.  Continue checking 

in on your students grades via Home Access Center and reaching out to 

individual teachers with questions or concerns.  Here is a sneak peak 

into a couple of teacher’s classrooms: 

English: 

Mrs. Patel’s History of Civilizations classes worked on a Readers' Thea-

ter with an excerpt from Lysistrata. The purpose is to be a prompt for 

discussion of women's roles in ancient Greece. 

 

 

 

 

Social Studies: 

Mr. Foreman's AP Government students created Bill of Rights memes 

to help solidify their necessary understanding of the U.S. Constitution. 

The students enjoyed explaining their memes 

and viewing their classmates' finished products. 

Next, AP Government students will be working 

together to propose (and hopefully pass) bills to 

their classmates (the congress) in a simulation 

of the legislative process.  

 

 

Science & Math 
The Math and Science Division are enjoying in person learning by offer-

ing students many hands-on learning opportunities.  Students are en-

gaged and excited to participate in a variety of activities. Peer tutoring 

is now available through our Media Center for all subjects and the 

math department also offers MTV – Math Tutoring Venue, during all 

lunch study hall periods. Here is a link of the times and room numbers 

for MTV. Please encourage your students to take advantage of this 

service. HELP IS HERE MTV.docx. 

Science: 

Chemistry students conducted a gold penny lab.  
 

Other chemistry classes did a black box activity. The students discussed 
scientific models and how those models change after 
new data emerges. They created and modified models 
to explain the class data as to what they thought was in 
the black box. Students related this to the concept of 
the atom and how the model of the atom has changed 
over time due to new data. 
 
 
 
Forensics students looked for trace evidence on their own clothing for our 
Locard's Exchange Principle lab. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Mr. Hardie’s Physical Science and Chemistry classes, he is incorporating 
more technology into the class and trying to utilize newer apps that can 
make review games fun. Gimkit is a multiple choice style review game, but 
adds a variety of game mode types that allow students to play while they 
learn. Some of the game modes examples: one give them money right per 
question and the person with the most money wins, one divides them into 
teams and pits them against the other part of the class, and one chooses 
one student to face off against the whole class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week Mrs. Longmire’s Biology classes did an exercise/ jumping jack lab 
to better understand homeostasis and how our bodies like to be balanced.  
Earlier in the year they did the rainbow lab, a fun intro to science and a 
refresher of the importance of following directions.  
 
 
 

file://///ed-n-1/profiles/GBREST/21%2022%20Math/HELP%20IS%20HERE%20MTV.docx
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Science & Math (cont.) 

 

Math: 
 
The AP Stats students used a beautiful day to go outside to learn about 
a 5 Number Summary.  They lined up by heights.  Then, they found the 
minimum, first quartile, median, third quartile, and maximum.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geometry students did logic puzzles to help enhance their understand-
ing of deductive reasoning. 
 
The Algebra 2 Honors students created their own drawings using at 
least 10 equations/inequalities on Desmos (online calculator). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Mrs. Mickenbecker’s Math 127 class is finishing up the finance unit. The 
students learned about what a credit card is and how interest, minimal 
payments and charges work.  They worked on a project where they bought 
an item and made minimum payments and saw how long it took them to 
pay off their credit.  They also worked on a project where they had to 
choose a career, a place to live, and determine if they could afford their 
dream life depending on different circumstances. 
 
Her Algebra 1 students finished up Unit one on equations, inequalities, and 
absolute value. 

 
Students in Mr. Obendorf's class use games to get different data points to 

use in piecewise functions and compositions. 
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World Languages/Fine Arts/

Career & Technical Education 
 

ASL 2: 
After a year learning ASL 1 online, it is so nice for the students to return 
to the classroom and a setting where they sign everyday to class-
mates.  We have spent the past few weeks building our classroom rou-
tines, reviewing signs, and communicating with each 
other.  We have started Unit 7, the first unit of the 
semester, and have been continuing reviewing while 
learning new material.   My 2nd hour enjoys playing 
flyswatter in class,  5th hour seems to be open to any-
thing, and 6th hour rocks at convostarters.  They are 
all working to grow in their understanding of the lan-
guage and increase that vocabulary.  Ask your child 
about their ASL class and see what new things they are 
learning. 
 
ASL 3: 
The level 3 students have started a unit of study on our Characteris-
tics and Emotions.  It's a great way to start the year as we are all under 
the stress and pressure of returning to school and adapting to new 
situations.  Each student is so unique and 
their emotions change from 1st period 
throughout the day to 7th.  I'm so excited 
to see them each be able to expand upon 
the simple vocabulary of ASL 1 and 2 to 
show a more complex range of vocabu-
lary.  It's also great to have students back in 
the classroom communicating with each 
other each day.    
 
French 1 is learning how to talk about hobbies and sports that they like 
in Unit 2. We are reading about the Olympic games, the Tour de France 
and hockey, as well as the game Mancala, which is a collection of tradi-
tional games that has been played in Africa for hundreds of years. We 
will play Mancala in class using conversational French expressions. 
Students have been learning how to conjugate verbs and, in this unit, 
we will discuss regular -er verbs. They will demonstrate what they’ve 
learned by creating a presentation about their likes and dislikes that 
they will share with the class. 
  
French 2H is finishing Unit 1 in which students learned about Quebec 
and holidays celebrated there. They created presentations to share 
their research with the class. Next, we will begin Unit 2 in which we will 
learn about fine arts, Parisian museums, the neighborhoods of Paris, 
and modes of transportation to get around town.  We will be taking a 
virtual tour of the Louvre where students will choose several works of 
art to describe.  We will also be learning how to use the past tense le 
passé composé.  Students will also create a How-to video to practice 
giving commands in French. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

French AP is finishing our studies of the theme Family and Communi-

ties.  Next, we will move on to Contemporary Life where we will study rites 

of passage, how marketing reflects cultural tendencies, and how leisure 

activities and sports contribute to the quality of life. We are reading au-

thentic news articles, listening to podcasts and news stories, studying 

songs, and discussing current events.  Each week a different student pre-

sents a Francophone song to the class and then leads a discussion in French 

on the various aspects of the song.  The students have also been practicing 

their interpersonal and interpretive communication skills in the language 

lab using the AP French workbook as well as the College Board online prac-

tice. 

German 1 is diving in to our “Who are you?” unit, where they will learn 

about professions and leisure time activities.  This will conclude with a pro-

ject where students create a presentation about who they are, but attach a 

baby picture.  The class will then walk around the room, reading each post-

er and try to guess who each student is, based on the baby picture and 

surrounding information.  Students are already conducting full conversa-

tions with their friends about who they are and are looking forward to 

expanding these discussions to include the new material. 

German 2 has been doing a lot of work with the past tense.  Students have 
gotten the opportunity to talk about their summers, but during the month 
of October will get to write a letter to their future selves.  Students will 
write letters about their freshman year to be opened during their senior 
year.  My seniors always love coming in and asking for their letters at the 
end of their time here at North.   
 
German 3 will be reading a German version of “If You Give a Mouse a 
Cookie” and then writing their own using the newly learned tense.  Stu-
dents will write, illustrate, and present their books to the class.  Students 
will also be researching study abroad opportunities and exploring the 
differences between German study abroad and those offered here in the 
U.S.   
 

German AP:  German AP will be completing their immigration unit with a 
project about German-American’s.  Did you know that Milton Hershey 
came here from Germany?  Through this project, students will explore the 
hardships of moving to a new country, as well as the influences that these 
immigrants had on our country.  Then they will be moving into our Globali-
zation unit where they will be discussing the upcoming German elections as 
well as other global topics such as the environment. October is also Nation-
al German-American Week and AP will have a huge part in helping us cele-
brate this at PNHS.   
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
FINE ARTS: 
 
The co-curricular a cappella groups 
are back in full swing.  Pictures to 
the right are Bella’s and Fella’s 
working together to make a tower 
in a team building activity. We are 
excited to start making music again 
at North.  
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Physical Education/Drivers Education/Health Classes 

 

Driver Education: 

Students with a valid driving permit: 

Students with a valid driving permit should be gaining as much driving practice as possible. When they are gaining this prac-

tice, please record it on the 50-hour log sheet. Below is the link to print off that form.  

Link to the 50 hour log sheet: https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_x152.pdf  

Physical Education: 

Please be sure that students are ready to go outside if the temperature is above 40 degrees. We will be going outside as 

much as possible. Have them keep extra clothes in their PE lockers.  

Wellness classes are currently in a unit where the students will rotate through three different sports: golf, flicker ball & la-

crosse. Students are engaged and getting to go outside for PE.  

Health Education: 

The Skills for Healthy Living classes wanted to take action and create awareness for Suicide Awareness Month. Here are the 

approved events they came up with: 

1. Some information in daily announcements for the rest of the month 
2. Posters  
3. Put up yellow ribbons outside 
4. Create uplifting chalk messages on the sidewalks 
5. Painted rocks around the trees 
6. Thursday, Sept. 30th  students and staff were asked to wear YELLOW!  
 
Here are some pictures of the students stepping up and making this happen: 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/dsd_x152.pdf
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Athletic News    
 

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK 

Aug. 30th—Ella Wrobel—Girls Volleyball 

Aug. 30th—Jared Gumila—Football 

Sept. 6th—Oliver Burns—Boys XC 

Sept. 13th—Thea Salcedo—Girls Tennis 

Sept. 13th—Brady Harwood—Boys Soccer 

 

September Athletes of the Month: 

Michelle Masis—Girls XC 

Oliver Burns—Boys XC 

 

October Senior Nights 

Girls Swimming—Oct. 8th 

Boys Soccer—Oct. 14th 

Girls Volleyball—Oct. 20th 

 

Football Theme Nights 

Oct. 1st—Pink Out-Away at Oswego 

Oct. 8th—Bleed Out-Homecoming 

Oct. 15th—Jersey Night-Away West Aurora 

Oct. 22nd—Black out-Away Oswego East 

 

OPEN GYMS: 

Boys basketball Tuesday’s and Thursday’s 

2:30pm-4:00pm in weight room and Monday’s 

and Wednesday’s in fieldhouse 2:30pm-4:00pm. 

Girls basketball Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s 

3:30pm-5:30pm in the fieldhouse and Monday’s 

and Wednesday’s in weight room 2:30pm-

3:30pm. 

Wrestling—Open mat 5:00pm-6:00pm on   

Tuesday’s, September 7th—Oct. 26th 

WINTER SPORTS INFORMATION 

Registration is now open for Winter Sports Tryouts 

on 8to18.  Season start/tryout dates are as fol-

lows: 

Oct. 25th—Boys Bowling 3:00pm-5:30pm 

                  At Bowlero Romeoville 

Oct. 25th—Competitive Dance 

Oct. 26th—27th-Competitive Cheer  

                  Tryouts 2:30pm-4:30pm 

Nov. 1st—3rd-Girls Basketball 

                Tryout to be announced 

Nov. 8th—Boys Basketball tryouts 

                Freshmen—5:30am-7:00am M-Th 

                Soph/Var—2:30pm-4:30pm M-Th 

Nov. 8th—Wrestling practices begin    

                 2:30pm-4:30pm 

Nov. 15th—Girls Bowling 3:00pm-5:30pm 

                  At Bowlero Romeoville 

Nov. 22nd—Boys Swimming 

 

All athletes must be registered on 8to18; have a 

current physical on file to tryout to begin practic-

ing.  

A $130 fee will be added to the students account 

once they make the team.  The activity fee and first 

and second installment of school fees must then be 

paid by first week of December. Detailed times for 

tryouts will be posted. 
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College & Career 

 

• Many college representatives are visiting Plainfield North in person and virtually during October and November.  Students can log 
into Naviance, click on Colleges, College Visits, and register for the ones they are interested in.  Students will receive a pass the 
day of to come down to room 300 and meet with the college representatives. 

  
 

• Early deadlines are approaching.  Many schools have November 1st as an early action or priority deadline.  For students who 
want to meet this early deadline, they should be wrapping up college applications this month.  Regular admissions vary between 
December and May.   

 

• The FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is a graduation requirement.  The FAFSA website opens up October 1st. See 

application here: www.fafsa.ed.gov   If families would like assistance with the FAFSA process, PNHS will be hosting a FAFSA 

workshop on Tuesday, October 5th at 6PM in the Media Center.  This will include individualized FAFSA help from financial aid 

experts.  You can register for the event here: https://forms.gle/fsd3zj2jygqL314KA   

•  The International College Fair will be held virtually on October 13th and 20th.  There are 2 different dates due to over 40 
international colleges/universities attending virtually.  This would be a great event for 9th, 10th, and 11th graders who want to 
find out more about studying internationally.  Check the PNHS website and social media for upcoming information regarding this 
event.   

  

• District 202's Conquering College Costs Informational Seminar will be held virtually on October 20th at 6:30 PM.  This is geared 

toward senior students and families, offering suggestions/helpful tips on how to manage paying for college.  Check the PNHS 

website and social media for upcoming information regarding this event.   

 

 

Media Center 

 

Peer Tutoring is now available! 
 
Do you need help in a subject area? Tiger Tutoring is here to help! If you would like to schedule 

a peer tutoring session with a fellow tiger during your study hall hour, please visit the Media   

Center webpage and click on the peer tutoring link at the top of the page.  You can also click 

here to access the sign-up.   

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://forms.gle/fsd3zj2jygqL314KA
https://forms.gle/hzeSxMbSpA4nF7uKA
https://forms.gle/hzeSxMbSpA4nF7uKA
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ACTIVITIES 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
Ten Plainfield D202 Students Named National Merit Semifinalists  

Ten seniors at Plainfield School District 202 high schools were named semifinalists for 2022 National Merit schol-

arships Wednesday.  

The local students are among 16,000 semifinalists nationwide who qualified by achieving one of the state's high-

est scores on the 2020 Preliminary SAT, according to the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.  

To make it to the finalist round in February, the students must submit an application with a recommendation 

from an official at their high school.  

About 7,500 scholarships worth nearly $30 million will be awarded to finalists before the end of July 2022, ac-

cording to the scholarship corporation, an Evanston-based nonprofit founded in 1955 to run the program.  

Those merit scholarships include about 4,000 sponsored by colleges and universities, 2,500 sponsored by the 

nonprofit's own funds and about 1,000 provided by corporations and business organizations.  

The following are the semifinalists for 2022 National Merit Scholarships from District 202 high schools:  

• Samantha H. Bowser (PNHS) 

• Isabela J. Person (PNHS) 

• Jacob J. Seiden (PNHS) 

• Ethan K. Witek (PNHS) 

 

Students will find out in February whether they make it to the finalist stage. The scholarship winners will be an-

nounced beginning in April.  
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COMMUNITY NEWS (CONT.) 

 
Twenty-one District 202 high school seniors have been named “commended” students in the 2022 National Merit 
Scholarship Program. 
  
The National Merit Scholarship Program is a nationwide competition for recognition and awards conducted by the 
National Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC). 
  
Although they will not continue in the 2022 competition for National Merit Scholarships, about 34,000 Commend-
ed Students throughout the nation are being recognized for their exceptional academic promise. 
  
Commended Students placed among the top 50,000 scorers of more than 1.6 million students who entered the 
2022 competition by taking the 2020 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test. 
  
These District 202 students are 2022 “National Merit Scholarship Commended Students”: 

 

PLAINFIELD NORTH HIGH SCHOOL 

 

•         Tvisha Baxi 

•         Emma Blair 

•         Mary Henry 

•         Dakhota Krahulik 

•         Ethan Lenning 

•         Kelly Overbeek 

•         Jennifer Peery 

•         Gabriel Postacchini 

•         Sara Przybylski 

•         Madeline Rago 

•         Connor Underwood 

 •         Melanie Wenz 
 


