Upcoming Dates
···
FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Tigers,
As we head into the month of November, we have parent-teacher conferences, colder weather, and the holiday season rapidly approaching. Please continue to monitor your student’s
grades on the Home Access Center and reach out to teachers if needed.
The week of November 1st is the 12-week mark for first semester. Teachers should be notifying parents if students have a D or an F in a course. It is important to stay on track as we
move towards the end of first semester on December 17.
I wanted to remind parents that conferences will be scheduled on both days and will allow for
a remote option. Appointments will be in 10-minute blocks to allow more parents to meet
with staff over the two days. We will have a map and teacher locations available in the main
hallway when parents arrive.
Here is the schedule for conferences on November 1st and 2nd:
November 1st (No Student Attendance)

November 1st
Parent/Teacher Conferences
3:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
No Student Attendance
November 2nd
Parent/Teacher Conferences
8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
No Student Attendance
November 11th
National Signing Day
November 24th-26th
Thanksgiving Recess
No School

3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Remote (Google Meet or phone)
5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. Scheduled In-Person
November 2nd (No Student Attendance)
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Scheduled In-Person
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Remote (Google Meet or phone)
During the remote times, parents will not be in the building and the conferences will be held
over the phone or on Google Meet.
To sign up for conferences with a specific teacher, please use the link below.
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/108b7yo638gQj3K3WOvF2XtcMxQsI64rJ3HgJi35XpQ/edit?usp=sharing
NOTE: You must use Google to access the link. If you do not have access to Google, please
use you student’s computer and login. Once you are in the appropriate teacher’s calendar, go
to November 1st or 2nd to schedule your appointment. After the appointment is made, the
parent and teacher will be sent a confirmation email.

Go Tigers!
Ross Draper, Principal
rdraper@psd202.org
(815) 609-8506

12005 South 248th Avenue, Plainfield, Illinois 60585 Phone: (815) 609-8506 Fax: (815) 254-6138
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Curriculum & Instruction

Testing Update:

During the spring of 2022, our freshman students are scheduled to take the PSAT8/9 exam, sophomores to take the PSAT10 exam, and
juniors to take the SAT. In addition, all juniors will take the Illinois Science Assessment between the dates of March 1-April 29, 2022.
Please feel free to talk to your high school guidance counselor for more information about post-secondary planning or other academic
questions.
Test prep opportunities for SAT:
Plainfield North High School is currently in discussion with a test prep company to bring a course during the evenings starting in January.
More information to follow on days, times, and cost.
There is online support through College Board called Kahn Academy (an online support/practice provider) who have teamed up to offer
FREE SAT practice for students. After creating an email account, students/parents can begin:
•
•
•
•

Eight official full-length practice tests, plus study and test-taking tips and strategies
A tailored practice plan, which will import your PSAT/NMSQT results and pinpoint areas in need of practice
Interactive practice, thousands of practice questions, video lessons, and hints
Instant feedback - get constant feedback and progress so you know where you stand

Here is the link to the Kahn Academy
https://www.khanacademy.org/sat?&affiliateId=aru%7Csat-%28landing-page%29&bannerId=

Stan Bertoni, Associate Principal

Laura Mestan, Administrative Assistant

sbertoni@psd202.org

Lmestan@psd202.org
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Physics classes are wrapping up kinematics and will be moving on the forces.

Science & Math
Science:
In environmental science class students investigated the various contributors to the carbon cycle
through their four day lab experience.
In biology class students have been investigating
macromolecules in relation to nutrients needed for
life and ecosystems. Students built molecules using
the ball and stick model kits.
Mrs. McBride's chemistry students are making gold
in the chem lab. Students made brass alloys, giving
their pennies a golden appearance.

Forensics classes are burning fibers to determine their origin.

Mr. Slechta’s Chemistry classes performed the flame test.

Math:
AP Stats did the barbie bungee regression project. Mr. Saini has a class
pet….. Tortugese the turtle.

Mr. Hardie’s Physical Science classes applied their
understanding of collision and impulse to an egg
drop lab.

Ms. Longmire’s biology classes did a homeostasis project where students could pick their favorite movie/tv characters and design feedback
loops that are specific to that character. Students picked characters
from Homer Simpson to Buzz Lightyear. They also just completed a
photosynthesis lab investigating the reactants and products that are
needed for and produced by photosynthesis. Biology students used
their engineering skills to design a mini lava lamp last week.

Geometry classes used the Booklet App to review for their unit test.
Geometry and Honors Geometry are both beginning Unit 2 which covers
transformations, triangles, and quadrilaterals. This year, the unit is broken
into three separate parts so that students can master a smaller amount of
content for one specific test. The first portion includes translations, rotations, reflections, and composition of transformations. Students will be
able to perform the transformation both on and off coordinate grids. Students will work in their Springboard workbook as well as use our Delta
Math accounts to supplement the problems.
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World Language/Fine Arts/
Career & Technical Education

German 2 is moving into a unit on comparisons as well as using subordinating conjunctions. Students are currently writing profiles about their
favorite athletes. Later in the month students will be designing clothing for
paper models. Students will work with both adjective endings and clothing
vocabulary to describe their latest fashion trends to the class.
German 3 is working on living spaces and will continue with this unit before
moving into media and advertising. Our current chapter will culminate in a
rehab project where students find a space (school, park, home, etc.) and
choose how they want to alter/improve the space. They will then present
the before and after videos to their classmates.

French 1 is learning how to talk about school in Unit 3. We are learning
how to talk about school schedules, describe our classes and our teachers, and say which school supplies we need for each class. We will be
reading about a student in Tahiti, creating our own school schedules in
French, and then writing about our classes. We will also be reading
about French cafeteria meals and comparing them to American eating
habits and school cafeterias. In this unit we are learning some of the
most important verbs in the French language - avoir (to have), être (to
be), and aller (to go). In Unit 2, we learned how to play the game Mancala using French phrases.

German AP will be creating “Flat Stanly” projects. They will carry a
Kuscheltier with them throughout their fall break and then create videos
showing the class how they spent their time with their Kuscheltier. Students will also be writing essays on globalization. The class will then vote
on the best essay to submit to UIC for their German Day competition in the
spring.
German Club will be selling our Chocolate Advent Calendars during the
month of November. We will also be having our scavenger hunt event on
the 15th. All are welcome to attend. (Included are some pictures from our
virtual Oktoberfest last month).

French 2H is studying Unit 2 in which we are learning about fine arts,
Parisian museums, the neighborhoods of Paris, and modes of transportation to get around town. We will be taking a virtual tour of the Louvre where students will choose several works of art to describe using
our new vocabulary. So far, we have only been speaking and writing in
the present tense, but in this unit we will be learning how to use the
past tense, le passé composé. Students will also create a how-to video
to practice giving commands in French.

AP French is studying the theme Contemporary Life where we will discuss rites of passage, how marketing reflects cultural tendencies, and
how leisure activities and sports contribute to the quality of life. We
are reading authentic news articles, listening to podcasts and news
stories, studying songs, and discussing current events. Each week a
different student presents a Francophone song to the class and then
leads a discussion in French on the various aspects of the song. The
students have also been practicing their interpersonal and interpretive
communication skills in the language lab using our workbooks as well
as the College Board online practice.
German 1 will be creating mini books this month. These will represent
their school schedule, their teachers, and what they like and dislike
about their classes. Students have been doing a
great job applying their newly learned language to
reading, writing, speaking, and listening on a daily
basis.

4

English & Social studies
Ms. Gallagher’s United States History classes completed a study of World
War I. One of the lessons included learning the conditions of trench warfare. Students participated in a trench warfare simulation and journaled
about their experiences.

We’ve reached the mid-term point and students are working hard to
prepare for assessments and projects. Continue working with your
students and supporting their needs.
Parent teacher conferences are quickly approaching (November 1st and
November 2nd). This is a great opportunity for parents to meet with
teachers and discuss any concerns, progress, and positive contributions. Schedule conferences via Google Calendar appointments through
the link provided by Mr. Draper earlier this month.
English:
Ms. Fakhoury’s Freshman I classes presented the work of Edgar Allan
Poe. Students worked in groups and Ms. Fakhoury was exceptionally
proud of their hard work.

Social Studies:

Mrs. Foreman’s AP Psychology classes are beginning their unit on learning and the behavioral perspective. Students classically conditioned
each other using water spray bottles and lists of random words. Most
groups were successful in conditioning their peers, and later in the unit
we will be classically conditioning our school therapy dog, Chloe, during
class.
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Physical Education/Drivers Education/Health Classes
Physical Education:
Classes will be going outside as much as possible. The cut off is 40 degrees. Be sure students are prepared for this, especially in the
morning PE classes. Thank you for your understanding.
The department will be offering a new fun twist this year for students. There will be a Turkey Trot Tuesday, November 23 rd. The cost
will go to covering the items the student can get through the course. Below is the flyer:

Driver Education:
Students currently in driver education class:
Students in driver education are currently getting some behind the wheel time for their required lessons before and after school. Students have been asked if they can drive before or after school. The driving instructors will work in birthday order to get the students
their 12 lessons with the instructor.
**School fees need to be paid to start the behind the wheel lessons. **
** When a student has a lesson, it is critical that they show up each time. Instructors are only allowed to drive if there are two or
more students in the car for the lesson. **

Requirements to get a driving license:
•
•

•

Complete and pass 12 lessons with an instructor.
50 hours of practice time with a parent/guardian to complete the behind the wheel phase of obtaining a driving license. Link to the
50 hour log sheet to fill out as you drive with your student: https://www.cyberdriveillinois.com/publications/pdf_publications/
dsd_x152.pdf
Print off the log sheet and keep track of their hours driving at home.
Hold the driving permit for nine months.

Be sure to have students drive as much as possible at home, it will make them a better overall driver with gaining the in-car experience.
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Athletic News
WINTER SPORTS INFORMATION
Registration is now open for winter sports tryouts on 8to18. Season start/
tryout dates are as follows:
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK
Sept. 20th—Ella Strausberger Girls VB
Nov. 1st-3rd—Girls Basketball
Sept. 20th—Justin Yeazell Football
Nov. 1st 1:30pm-3:00pm
Sept. 27th—Ashley Franckowiak Girls Swim

Nov. 2nd & 3rd 4:00pm-6:00pm
Sept. 27th—Tanner Daugherty Boys Golf
Nov. 8th—Boys Basketball Tryouts
Oct. 4th—Jessica Kovalcik Girls Tennis
Freshman 5:30am-7:00am M-Th
Oct. 4th—Nick Simpson Boys XC
So/Var 2:30pm-4:30pm M-TH
Oct. 11th—Elsie Czarniewski Girls XC
Nov. 8th—Wrestling practices begin
Oct. 11th—Cooper Allen Boys Soccer
Nov. 8th 2:30pm-4:30pm
Oct. 18th—Isabella Person Girls Tennis
Nov. 15th—Girls Bowling 3:00pm-5:30pm at Bowlero-Romeoville
Oct. 18th—Ryan Tracey Boys XC
Nov. 22nd—Boys Swimming at Avery YMCA
September Athletes of the Month
All athletes must be registered on 8to18, have a current physical on file to
tryout, and begin practicing.

Ella Wrobel—Girls Volleyball
Tanner Daugherty—Boys Golf

A $130 fee will be added to the students account once they make the
team. The activity fee and first and second installment of school fees must
then be paid by first week of December. Detailed times for tryouts will be
posted on 8to18.

Congratulations to All Conference Athletes
Girls Golf—Makayla Mussatto
Boys Golf—Pierson Boisselle, Drew Czarnik

NATIONAL SIGNING DAY

Tanner Daugherty & James Miscione

Our first National Signing Day of the school year will be Wednesday, Nov.
10th in the gym. If your athlete would like to participate, please have them
stop in the Athletic Office to sign up.

Boys XC—Oliver Burns & Ryan Tracey
Girls XC—Elise Czarniewski, Aminah Hussain, Michelle Masis & Claire
Wilson
Girls Tennis—Jessica Kovalcik, Navya Nagelli, Isabela Person, Thea
Salcedo, Sreya Simahdri, Isabella Wallin & Santoshi Yadagiri

Congratulations to our Girls Tennis
State Qualifiers

Jessica Kovalcik, Isabela Person
Thea Salcedo and Santoshi Yadagiri
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College & Career
College and Career Center Info:
College Application Deadlines: Although many colleges/universities had their early or priority deadlines November 1st, there are still
many colleges that have a November 15th, December 1st, or later early deadlines. We recommend that students submit their applications as early as possible for their best chances at admissions and scholarship opportunities. Students must use Naviance to add colleges, request transcripts, and request letters of recommendation. If there are any questions about Naviance, please visit the College
and Career link on the PNHS website or email Elaina Kalantzis, College and Career Counselor, at ekalantz@psd202.org .
Sophomore Group Guidance: Counselors will be visiting Sophomore English classes between November 8th - 19th to discuss college
and career planning. We will review graduation and college requirements, discuss various career paths, and have the students do a
career assessment on Naviance. This information will give them a head start on possible future careers they may be interested in.
College Representatives: College representatives will wrap up Plainfield North in-person/virtual visits on November 12th. In the
meantime, seniors can still log into Naviance to review what colleges will be coming to North and register to meet with the reps to find
out more about that specific college/university. College reps will resume their visits to Plainfield North in March to speak to junior
students.
JJC Admissions Workshop: Any students who will attend Joliet Junior College next fall should sign up for the JJC Admissions Workshop. The workshop will run on Nov. 18th periods 4/5/6. JJC reps will be on hand to help students fill out the online application, request transcripts, discuss placement testing and review all the steps for the admissions process. Students can sign up via google form
here: https://forms.gle/reWhVjrXDftrw7FL8
Junior Group Guidance: Counselors will be visiting Junior study halls between November 29th - December 10th to discuss college and
career planning. Students will complete two activities in Naviance, sharing their post-secondary plans and comparing colleges/
universities. Counselors will share more detailed information about the college application process second semester.

Media Center
Peer Tutoring is now available!
Do you need help in a subject area? Tiger Tutoring is here to help! If you would like to schedule a peer tutoring session with a fellow
tiger during your study hall hour, please visit the Media Center webpage and click on the peer tutoring link at the top of the page. You
can also click here to access the sign-up.
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CLUBS
The Culinary Club had their first cooking session and made cinnamon muffin/donuts. We are meeting every other Thursday and having tons of fun!
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CLUBS

(CONT.)

French Club hosted the first annual Fashion Show Design Challenge in October where club members recreated actual runway designs
using a limited number of materials. It was quite a success! We also learned how to make cream puffs using our new virtual capabilities
so we could each make them at home while our French Club President walked us through the recipe. If you haven’t joined French Club
yet, but would like to, use the class code x4zqxru.
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