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Upcoming Dates 
· · · 

 

End of Semester 

 December 17th 

  

School Improvement Day 

 December 17th 

 Early Release 11:15 a.m. 

 

Winter Break Begins 

 December 20th 

 

Classes Resume 

 January 3rd 

  

 

12005 South 248th Avenue, Plainfield, Illinois 60585 Phone: (815) 609-8506 Fax: (815) 254-6138 

Tigers, 
 
We are coming to the end of first semester, and this means finishing strong academ-
ically. Please have a conversation with your students on the importance of studying 
and putting in maximum effort as they cross the finish line for first semester.  
 
Grades should be available for parents to view later in the day on December 17th, in 
the Home Access Center (HAC) under classwork. The exception would be if a teacher 
is still working with a student on submitting work or other individual situations. Over 
break we recommend students review their second semester schedule in HAC. This 
will help students locate any new class when they return.  
 
On behalf of the Plainfield North staff, we would like to wish you a safe and happy 
holiday season.  I hope you find time to enjoy it with family and friends. We will see 
you back on the first day of second semester, January 3, 2022. 
 
Go Tigers! 
 

Ross Draper, Principal 
rdraper@psd202.org 
(815) 609-8506 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

mailto:rdraper@psd202.org


2 

 

Curriculum & Instruction 

 
Below is some test prep information for our junior families regarding SAT. 

 

Illinois will be paying for every Junior student in the Class of 2023 to take the SAT on April 13, 2022. To prepare  its  junior class, Plainfield 
North High School has invited ExcelEdge to offer SAT 1600. Any questions regarding this program, please contact  info@exceledgeinc.com 
or call 219-838-0740. 

 

Give yourself the Edge. A leader in Midwest test preparation, ExcelEdge has meticulously analyzed this College Board SAT to ensure stu-
dents receive a highly specialized program tailored to the test. You can count on experienced instructors who are certified content spe-
cialists to teach you point-producing offensive and defensive strategies to navigate difficult items. Our teaching team will show you ex-
actly what to expect on this test. We will teach you how to eliminate choices, how to answer items quickly, and how to maximize your 
score. To see what our schools, our parents, and the graduates of our program have said, please visit our website: 
www.exceledgeinc.com. 

 

Timing is everything. We have deliberately scheduled SAT 1600 to wrap up just before the April 13th SAT exam. By      spring students will 
have mastered junior curriculum, which the exam targets. By completing the program in the weeks just before the SAT, students can 
master test content and strategy and put these skills to immediate use. 

 

Register for SAT 1600. To join our program, please visit the ExcelEdge website – www.exceledgeinc.com. Tuition is$325, which includes a 
textbook. 

 

Registration is now open and closes on December 31. Please select your preference and reserve these dates: 

 

 Wednesday -- 6-8pm -- 1/26, 2/2, 2/9, 2/16, 2/23, 3/2, 3/9 (Practice SAT 5:30-9:00pm), & 3/16 at Plainfield North HS-or- 

 Saturday --9-11am--1/29, 2/5, 2/12, 2/19, 2/26, 3/5, 3/12 (Practice SAT 8:30am-noon), & 3/19 at Plainfield South HS 

 

**The Saturday class will run based on enrollment. If enrollment is low and class is cancelled, you have the option to either take the 
course at another school or online. 

 

**Class will be held online if school is cancelled due to inclement weather or other circumstances. 

 

Online options are available on Saturday mornings or Monday nights.  Visit our website: www.exceledgeinc.com for details. 

 

Contact us with any questions. If you have any questions about SAT 1600, please feel free to contact                             ExcelEdge at                                   
info@exceledgeinc.com / 219-838-0740. We look forward to working with you! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marcy Paddock, MSEd 

 

 

 

Stan Bertoni, Associate Principal    Laura Mestan Administrative Assistant 

sbertoni@psd202.org    Lmestan@psd202.org  

 

 

 

mailto:info@exceledgeinc.com
http://www.exceledgeinc.com/
http://www.exceledgeinc.com/
http://www.exceledgeinc.com/
mailto:info@exceledgeinc.com
mailto:sbertoni@psd202.org
mailto:Lmestan@psd202.org
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World Language/Fine Arts/

Career & Technical Education 

 

French 1 is beginning Unit 4 in which we are learning how to 
talk about weekend plans including going to a soccer game, 
eating at a café, and going to see a movie.  In order to talk about 
these topics, we are learning the verbs prendre (to take, or or-
der), and voir (to see).  We will be creating café skits to practice 
what we are learning.  On the cultural side, we are learning 
about French soccer teams and the World Cup, famous cafés in 
Paris, and French cinema.   
 
French 2H is beginning Unit 3 in which we are discussing our 
daily routines and chores that we do around the house.  The 
students will write about their typical daily routine, or that of a 
famous person.  We will also be learning about the Republic of 
Cameroon, the Ivory Coast, Senegal, and immigration. 
 
French 4/AP is currently working with the theme of Contempo-
rary Life.  We will be conducting our second Café Classe in which 
we will discuss holidays around the world.  We’ve been inter-
preting a variety of news articles, a documentary, and the story 
“Le Chandail” by Roch Carrier, in order to discuss work, sports, 
and technology in current Francophone society.  We are contin-
uing to learn weekly about various Francophone music as each 
student prepares a song to discuss, and we are continuing to 
practice our communication skills in the language lab using the 
AP workbooks.  
 
German 1 will be finishing up the semester with presentations 
on European countries. They will work in groups to do research 
and make connections through geography, population sizes, 
languages spoken, cultural practices of these places, as well as 
share information about tourist attractions in these countries. 
Students will also be able to incorporate authentic food, cloth-
ing, and music as they compare these cultural practices to that 
of Germany as well as to their own cultural practices here in 
America.  
 
German 2 is moving into their food unit where they will create a 
food pyramid and discuss cul-
tural differences between 
eating out at home and eating 
out in a German speaking coun-
try. This unit will culminate with 
skits and videos of various res-
taurant situations that allow 
students to incorporate what 
they have learned into an au-
thentic context. 
 
German 3 is currently working on a unit about media and adver-

tisements.  Students are debating whether computer and video 
games are an important part of life.  They will then compare their 
current cell phone plans to phones and plans in Germany.  This unit 
will culminate with a project where students design a new prod-
uct.  They will be designing advertisements/commercials to try and 
sell their product to the class.   
 
German AP will be creating “Flat Stanly” projects.  They will carry a 
Kuscheltier with them throughout their fall break and then create 
videos showing the class how they spent their time with their 
Kuscheltier.  Students will also be writing essays on Globaliza-
tion.  The class will then vote on the best essay to submit to UIC for 
their German Day competition in the spring.   
 
*Don’t forget to clean your shoes and leave them by 
your door on December 5th. St. Nikolaus will be mak-
ing his rounds and leaving presents for the good chil-
dren. Our German classes will also be participating in 
this German tradition on December 6th.  
 

ASL 2 
 
ASL 2 students will be moving around their neighborhoods this unit. 
We are discussing how the use of space in American Sign Language 
is so important to effective communication.  I love when students 
get to connect to their real world lives and connect to the material 
being taught in class.  Don’t be surprised to see a map of Plainfield 
coming home.  Ask them how they would describe their home to a 
deaf or hard of hearing individual. 
 
ASL 3 
 
Our ASL 3 students completed their song projects (an exciting and 
stressful time in their curriculum).  We have started the last unit of 
the semester discussing Complaining and Making Suggestions. Stu-
dents are learning medical vocabulary and use of appropriate verb 
tenses.  
 
ASL Club 
 
ASL club meets twice a week and combines students from all over 
the North building as well as our level 1-4 classes.  We have been 
enjoying meeting to discuss topics not included in our curriculum 
like Disney and Marvel ASL signs.  We host silent suppers once a 
month, which connects to deaf culture as it’s a way to get together 
and socialize using only ASL.  All students can join at anytime 
throughout the year, and I hope you encourage your student to 
check it out. 
 

 



4 

 

World Language/Fine Arts/

Career & Technical Education 

(CONT.) 

 

Choir: 

Plainfield North Choir Program was honored to host two won-
derful and knowledgeable clinicians to work with their students. 
Professor Sarah Catt of Elmhurst University worked with each of 
the choirs on their Fall Concert repertoire as well as introduced 
new musical concepts and techniques. Dana Hayes, MS, CCC-
SLP, of University of Chicago Medicine, came in to present to 
the students the importance of vocal health and hygiene, as 
well as answered questions about vocal disorders, vocal anato-
my, and Julie Andrews. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top left and right: Professor Sarah Catt from Elmhurst University 
clinicing with Concert Choir. Bottom left and right: Dana Hayes, 
MS, CCC-SLP from University of Chicago Medicine, presenting on 
the importance of vocal health and hygiene to the choir stu-
dents of Plainfield North. 
 
 
Pep Band: 
 
Our Plainfield North Pep Band will start its season in January, 
immediately after winter break. All students are welcome to 
join our group. 
  
 

If you are interested in joining, please feel free to contact Mr. La-
Vallee at jlavallee@psd202.org.  Please see below for the schedule 
of the season: 
 
Monday 1/3 Rehearsal, 4-6 PM (band room) 
Tuesday 1/4 Rehearsal, 4-6 PM (band room) 
Thursday 1/6 Rehearsal, 4-6 PM (band room) 
Friday 1/7 Double Header vs. Plainfield East, 4-9 PM 
Tuesday 1/11 Rehearsal, 4-6 PM (band room) 
Thursday 1/13 Rehearsal, 4-6 PM (band room) 
Tuesday 1/18 Rehearsal, 4-6 PM (band room) 
Friday 1/21 Double Header vs. Plainfield Central, 4-9 PM 
Saturday 1/22 Double Header vs. Lockport, 4-9 PM 
Tuesday 2/1 Double Header vs. Oswego, 4-9 PM 
Tuesday 2/8 Rehearsal, 4-6 PM (band room) 
Thursday 2/10 Rehearsal, 4-6 PM (band room) 
Friday 2/11 Double Header vs. Aurora, 4-9 PM (with North Central 
College) 
Saturday 2/12 Trip to North Central College for a game with their 
pep band, 3:30-9:30 PM 

Career & Technical Education: 

The Family and Consumer Sciences department has been busy. 
Fashion 1 has been putting their sewing skills to the test, they com-
pleted their first two sewing projects: pillow cases and triangle zip-
per bags.  Army National Guard member, Sergeant Melvin, joined 
all of our Culinary Arts classes to host the “Cooks in Camo” Compe-
tition. Each kitchen group was given a MRE (meal ready to eat) and 
were given the task of creating an appetizer, entree and dessert.  
Our students really wowed us as well as sergeant Melvin with their 
creativity. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Deciding on courses for next year?? Think about taking a Career 
and Technical Education course, check out your options!!             
CTE Courses 22-23. 

mailto:jlavallee@psd202.org
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1HDi4aRZl4auEM9uqeVyxIx5ruu9h5rTezxkhF_iAFhs/edit?usp=sharing
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Math And Science 

 

The Math and Science Division wishes everyone a safe and hap-
py Holiday! Enjoy time off with your families. We will be ready 
to welcome students back to a fun, engaging second semester. 

 

Math: 

 

Mr. Meindl’s Algebra 1 students played a jeopardy style review 
game to prepare for a unit assessment . 

Mrs. Mickenbecker’s Algebra 1 classes are studying equations of 
lines in different forms so they created a stained glass graph of 
their equations. They will continue with solving systems of 
equations using different methods, graphing inequalities, and 
practicing key concepts needed in second semester. 

 

Math 127 students finished Voting Methods. In one lesson, they 
researched how votes are tallied for different award shows, the 
presidential election, and how some states gained or lost seats 
in the House of Representatives in the 2020 election. They, also 
created their own survey and used the results to explain differ-
ent voting methods studied during the unit.  The last unit will be 
on Math in Nature including, color theory, The Golden Ratio, 
Fibonacci numbers, and gnomons to name a few topics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs. Smith has been giving Geometry Honors students self-
graded assignments through Google Sheets that automatically 
tell the student if they received the correct answer. Students 
really like this type of assignment because they get immediate 
feedback and can correct themselves. 

 

Geometry and Geometry Honors will wrap up this semester by 
finishing off Unit 2 (quadrilaterals) and the first part of Unit 3 
(triangle similarity). Students will be able to identify the 7 quad-
rilaterals and their properties, use properties to solve for miss-
ing angle or side measures, and prove specific quadrilaterals on 

a coordinate plane. In Unit 3, students will explore dilations,    simi-
larity properties and criteria that will help them solve for missing 
angle and side measures of similar figures.   

Students in Mr. Obendorf’s class were collecting data points to 
make predictions about parabolas. They found H(d), the height of a 
water fountain according to the distance from the faucet. They 
found B(s), the number of blocks moved based on the number of 
students moving them. And they found D(a), the distance a spray 
bottle would shoot disinfectant based on the angle of the spray 
bottle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science: 

 

Mr. Hardies Physical Science students are working on Potential and 
Kinetic energy in this unit, so we are working 
on a few hands on labs with that in mind: 
design your own rollercoaster 
and design your own catapult. 

 

 

 

Dr. Burgwald’s Honors Anatomy and Physiol-
ogy classes dissected chicken wings to inves-
tigate muscle systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

Biology classes are finishing the year with a study of 
Ecology. Students will do a variety of projects includ-
ing a travel guide to their favorite Biome. 

 

 

 

Mrs. Longmire’s physics classes had some fun on Halloween 
demonstrating Newton's laws/ inertia. In this experiment, students 
had to get a stationary egg that was perched on top 
of a tube and a tin plate to drop into a cup of wa-
ter.  They could not touch the egg directly.  Most 
were successful.  
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Athletic News 

 
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK 

Oct. 25th—Lauren Jansen—Girls Volleyball 

Oct. 25th—Sean Elster—Boys Soccer 

Nov. 1st—Claire Wilson—Girls XC 

Nov. 1st—Harrison Klein—Football 

Nov. 8th—Riley Pietras—Girls Swimming 

Nov. 8th—Cooper Shelton—Boys XC 

Nov. 15th—Nicole Fronek—Competitive Dance 

Nov. 15th—Kaden Rausenberger—Boys Bowling 

 

 Athletes of the Month: 

Jessica Kovalcik—Girls Tennis 

Cooper Allen—Boys Soccer 

 

Congratulations to All Conference Athletes 

Madi Boor-Girls Swimming 

Ashley Franckowiak-Girls Swimming 

Riley Pietras-Girls Swimming 

Logan Selsky-Girls Swimming 

Sean Elster-Boys Soccer 

  Noah Horner-Boys Soccer 

  Justin Williams-Boys Soccer 

Lauren Jansen-Girls Volleyball 

Ella Strausberger-Girls Volleyball 

Ella Wrobel-Girls Volleyball-MVP 

 

Girls Tennis Team was SPC Champs 

Football Team-SPC West Champs 

Girls Volleyball Team-Regional Champs 

 

 

 

 

 

WINTER SPORTS INFORMATION 

 

Upcoming Senior Nights 

Boys Bowling—December 13th 

Wrestling—December 16th 

Boys Swimming—December 28th 

 

Upcoming Home Openers 

Wrestling—December 2nd 

Boys Basketball—December 7th 

Boys Swimming—December 28th 

 

State Qualifiers 

Elsie Czarniewski—Girls XC 

Aminah Hussain—Girls XC 

Michelle Masis—Girls XC 

Ella Powell—Girls XC 

Morgan– Raclawski—Girls XC 

Kaitlyn Ward—Girls XC 

Claire Wilson—Girls XC 

Oliver Burns—Boys XC 

Josh Furnish—Boys XC 

Cooper Shelton—Boys XC 

Owen Stahl—Boys XC 

Chris Suarez—Boys XC 

Suchir Sumant—Boys XC 

Ryan Tracey—Boys XC 

Riley Pietras—Girls Swimming 

 

All State 

Oliver Burns—Boys XC 

Jessica Kovalcik—Girls Tennis 

Justin Yeazell—Football 
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COLLEGE & CAREER 
• College representative visits to Plainfield North have concluded for semester 1.  The college representatives will return 

in March/April to meet with sophomore and junior students. Those schedules will be posted in February in Google 

classroom, CCC website link, and social media  

• During the first two weeks of December, the College and Career Counselor, will visit Junior study halls to review Navi-

ance for college and career research.  Students will also sign up for free SAT test prep with Khan Academy.    

• We will be hosting a First-Generation College Student Presentation on December 14th.  This is presented by Joliet Junior 

College and is geared toward any juniors and seniors who will be the first in their family to attend college.  Sign up is 

TBA.    

 

MEDIA CENTER 

 
Peer Tutoring is now available! 
 
Do you need help in a subject area? Tiger Tutoring is here to help! If you would like to schedule a peer tutoring session with 

a fellow tiger during your study hall hour, please visit the Media Center webpage and click on the peer tutoring link at the 

top of the page.  You can also click here to access the sign-up.   

 

 

https://forms.gle/hzeSxMbSpA4nF7uKA
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CLUBS 
 

French Club: 

Last month we celebrated National French Week in French Club. We decorated the hallways to promote our celebration and study of 

the French language. The club members were very creative in their designs. We also had a Francophone tasting party where we tried 

various foods from around the French-speaking world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

German Club: 

German Club sold Advent calendars over the Thanksgiving break. These are filled with 24 pieces of chocolate and are won-
derful for counting down the days of December.  
 
German Club will also be making gingerbread houses as well as castles and other German structures in room 321 on De-
cember 6th at 2:15pm.  Sign up to bring supplies on Google Classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 


