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Upcoming Dates 
· · · 

 

September 5th 

  Labor Day  

  No School 

 

September 19th 

  School Improvement Day 

  No School 

 

September 26th, 27th, 28th 

  Senior Pictures 

 

October 1st 

  Homecoming Dance 

 

October 7th 

  Picture Retakes  

 

October 17th, 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st 

  Senior Pictures 

 

 

  

 

12005 South 248th Avenue, Plainfield, Illinois 60585 Phone: (815) 609-8506 Fax: (815) 254-6138 

Tigers, 

It has been a great first couple of weeks of school. I hope we have all started to 
settle back into our routines for the school year and things are going smoothly for 
everyone. Over the first couple weeks, students have settled into their class sched-
ules, been educated on policies and procedures by the deans, and started practicing 
our safety drills. 

I do want to take this opportunity to educate any new Tigers about this monthly 
newsletter. The newsletter will contain information recapping the month, give you 
information on upcoming events, and provide information regarding academics, 
athletic, clubs, and activities. We will have it posted on the PNHS website and it will 
be emailed out to all parents. I hope you find the newsletter to be a useful resource 
as we move through the year. 

Our website is another useful resource and has a variety of information available to 
you. We will try to get most of our high traffic items posted under “Quick Links”, 
which is located towards the upper right-hand corner when the site opens. 

I cannot stress enough the importance of monitoring your student’s grades through 
the Home Access Center (HAC) as we move through the semester. If needed, have a 
conversation with your student and/or teacher if there is a concern. Dealing with a 
concern early can help avoid it becoming a problem down the road. Staff contact 
information is on the front page of the website under the “Quick Links” section. 

I am super excited about the group of Tigers we have this year. It takes a team to 
support, guide, and motivate students throughout the year. Thank you in advance 
for your willingness to be part of that team. 

 

Go Tigers! 

Ross Draper, Principal 
rdraper@psd202.org 
(815) 609-8506 
 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

mailto:rdraper@psd202.org
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Curriculum and instruction 

 
Hello Parents and Guardians!  

I wanted to take this opportunity to introduce myself, Stan Bertoni, Associate Principal for Curriculum and Instruction. My administrative 
assistant is Laura Mestan. We both would like to welcome you to the 2022-2023 school year. We are looking forward to a great year with 
the students. It is great to see all the students back in school!  Throughout the year we will be sending out information about upcoming 
school wide assessments, important dates that relate to curriculum, and other items related to student instruction. So, please check your 
email (including spam) periodically for important information.  If you have questions regarding curriculum and instruction, please reach 
out to either Laura at  Lmestan@psd202.org or Me at sbertoni@psd202.org. 

 

 

Building and operations  
 

 

Parents and Guardians, 

Welcome to the beginning of another successful year here at Plainfield North High School! At the end of each year, our leadership team 
takes time to reflect on the previous year and adjust where needed. I would like to take a moment to revisit several policies and practices 
that would be beneficial for you to discuss with your son/daughter over the summer, so that we can all start the new year on the same 
page. 

Arrival: Students are given three late arrivals per semester before any consequence is issued. These warnings are built in for typical life 

issues like a car not starting, student oversleeping on a rare occasion, early morning illness, etc. Daily, we take traffic patterns and weath-

er conditions into account when making the decision of whether additional time will be given to students in the morning. Please plan ac-

cordingly and do not assume that extra time will be provided for inclement weather (drizzle, light rain, snow, etc.). Therefore, a student 

that comes in late, (after 7:05 a.m.) will receive a HERO slip.  A parent phone call will not excuse a student’s tardiness unless it is accompa-

nied by written documentation (i.e, doctor, orthodontist, court). The count will reset after the semester giving students a fresh set of 

three warnings. Daily attendance is extremely important for overall student success. Therefore, students who miss an excessive number 

of days may face academic consequences.  

 

Tardy to Class: Students are provided with a set amount of time between periods. If a student isn’t seated in their next class before the 

bell rings, they will be sent to receive a HERO slip in front of the media center. After three warnings consequences will be issued. 
 
Dress Code Policy:  The attitude and behavior of the students are influenced by dress and grooming.  With the cooperation of the parents, 
the school will continue to encourage all students to dress in a fashion that reflects good taste and a style appropriate for a school. If a 
style of dress and grooming appears to be disruptive to the educational process or could constitute a threat to the safety or health of stu-
dents, it will not be permitted in school.  
  
Car Riders: It is our expectation that when dropping off and picking up your student that you pull completely around the circle drive lead-
ing to the main entrance so that we can fit in as many cars as quickly as possible. I understand that it may seem convenient for parents to 
drop off and pick up their child near the N and X doors; however, student and staff safety is a priority and attempting to navigate those 
areas before and after school can compromise that goal.  Therefore, we are requesting that ALL parents enter off 248th Ave. directly be-
hind the football stadium and NOT by the marquee. We would strongly recommend that you give yourself additional time for travel when 
dropping off and picking up your child. 

If you have any questions regarding the content of this letter, please email Darnell Weathersby at  dweather@psd202.org. 

mailto:Lmestan@psd202.org
mailto:sbertoni@psd202.org
mailto:dweather@psd202.org
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Special education 
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World Languages/Fine Arts/
Career & Technical Education 

 
Creative Arts : 
 
The Creative Arts division would like to welcome the following 
new staff members to PNHS. We are excited to have them join 
our team.  
 
 Rachel Loveless - American Sign Language 
 Aaron Mejorada - Assistant Choir Director 
 Cherian Thottupuram - CAD teacher 
 
World Languages: 
 
ASL: 
 
WOW!  We are off to the start of another great year.  Each year 
we are so excited to meet our new students and this year they 
have the pleasure of working with one of our three ASL teachers 
in the building. That’s right! We now have three ASL teachers to 
meet the growing student body who is interested in the lan-
guage we love so much. 
 
 Mrs. Tammy Eigenbauer teaches ASL 1 & 3 
 Ms. Rachel Loveless teaches ASL 1 & 2 
 Mrs. Emily Pormening teaches ASL 1 & 4 Honors 
 
We are excited to share the honors program that is new this 
year.  It will be running to give the students the opportunity to 
earn the weighted language credit if taking all four years of 
ASL.  The honors class runs at a faster pace and with much high-
er expectations of language acquisition. 
 
ASL 1 is building those foundational skills and learning not only 
the alphabet, but survival signs to get them comfortable com-
municating in a new language. 
 
ASL 2 will spend some time reviewing vocabulary before starting 
the new material this year. 
 
ASL 3 is also reviewing previous material, but will be exploring 
new depths of the language and preparing for more expressive 
language work throughout the school year. 
 
ASL 4 students are leading the classes in their review and start-
ed strong with taking ownership of their classroom and learn-
ing.   
 
We are so excited for the school year to progress and update 
you on all the exciting things we do in our classes. 
 

 
In ASL 4 Honors, students completed a cup stacking challenge while 
not being allowed to talk.  Some students figured out you could 
read body language and simple signs very quickly, others found the 
challenge frustrating because making towers of cups isn’t easy in 
any language! 
 
We look forward to a great year!! 
 
German 1 will be embarking on their journey into the German lan-
guage.  They will be learning the alphabet, their numbers, and their 
greetings.  Students will be creating comic strips and even having 
conversations with each other all in the target language throughout 
the month of September. 
 
German 2 students will begin by learning about the past 
tense.  Through this unit the students will get to play several games 
and will even write themselves a letter that will be put into a time-
capsule and given back to the student at the end of their senior 
year.  This is one of the students’ favorite activities as they love to 
not only see how far they have come in German, but they also love 
to reminisce about the “good old days” by the time they are ready 
to graduate.   
  
German 3 students will be reading a story about Anton and his first 
day of school.  Young students in Germany receive Schultuete to 
start their first day of school.  These are often filled with school 
supplies and special treats to start the school year off right, and our 
students will then get to create their own Schultuete in class. 
 
German AP students will begin their unit on personal and public 
identities.  In this unit we talk a lot about immigration and Germa-
ny’s impact on the United States.  Students will be researching a 
famous German American and giving a presentation about what it 
was like for that person to make their way to America.  Some fa-
mous German-Americans are:  Milton Hershy, Babe Ruth, Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, Leonardo DiCaprio, Ludwig Mies van der Rohe, John 
Steinbeck, Meryl Streep, Marlene Dietrich, and the list goes on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spanish 2 Honors students interviewed their classmates and intro-
duced them to the class telling them something interesting about 
them completely in Spanish. 
 
Spanish 3 students interviewed their classmates and introduced 
them to the class telling them three things that they did last sum-
mer using the past tense completely in Spanish. 
 
AP students completed a presentation about themselves in the pre-
sent, past, and future completely in Spanish. 
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Athletic news 

 

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK 

Aug. 15th—Drew Czarnik—Boys Golf 

Aug. 15th—Grace Gilbert—Girls Golf 

Aug. 22nd—Tanner Daugherty—Boys Golf 

Aug.22nd—Riley Pietras—Girls Swimming 

 

FALL SPORT SENIOR NIGHTS 

Aug. 30th—Boys and Girls XC 

Sept. 14th—Boys Golf 

Sept. 15th—Girls Golf 

Sept. 15th—Football, Cheer, Dance 

Sept. 29th—Girls Tennis 

Sept. 30th—Girls Swimming 

Oct. 11th—Boys Soccer 

Oct. 20th—Girls Volleyball 

  

 

 

 

 

Football Theme Nights 

9/2—Red, White and Blue 

9/8—Away at Joliet West—Hawaiian 

9/15—Home—Gold Out for Cancer 

9/23—Away at Yorkville—Country 

9/30—Home—Red Out-Homecoming 

10/7—Away at Minooka—White Out 

10/14—Home—Construction & Neon 

10/21—Home—Pink out 

Girls Volleyball Theme Nights 

9/1 @ West Aurora—Nerd Out 

9/6 vs. Joliet Central—White Out 

9/7 @ Minooka—Camo  

9/22 @ Plainfield Central—Throwback 

9/26 @ Hinsdale Central—Sweet Dreams 

9/29 vs. Oswego—Red, White & Blue 

10/4 @ Oswego East—Neon  

10/5 vs. Plainfield South Construction 

10/6 @ Wheaton Warrenville South—Pink Out 

10/11 vs. Yorkville—Country 

10/13 vs. Romeoville—Groutfit 

10/18 @ Joliet West—Hawaiian 

10/20 vs. Plainfield East—Red Out—Senior Night 

file://ed-n-1/profiles/lgoodson/Desktop/Boosters/2022 Booster Bowling Bash.pdf


6 

 

COLLEGE & CAREER 

The College and Career Center (Room 300) is open Monday – Friday from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. and is available as a resource for 

all students. Students can request an individual appointment with the College and Career Counselor, Mrs. Kalantzis, or drop 

in during lunch study hall. Contact Mrs. Kalantzis at ekalantz@psd202.org or 815-609-8506 ext. # 7264. 

 

Please visit the College and Career Center link on the Plainfield North website for a variety of information. 

PNHS website >Quick Links > College and Career Center. https://pnhs.psd202.org/page/college-career-counseling 

 

SENIORS: COLLEGE APPLICATION TIPS 

 
• Group Guidance: Mrs. Kalantzis will be visiting Senior English classes between Sept. 1st – Sept. 16th to discuss planning after high school.  She will 

share a PowerPoint and handout regarding the College Application Process, Naviance, essay writing, letters of recommendation, Common Applica-
tion, financial aid and scholarships. Students will also log into Naviance to research and add schools.  All the information below will also be covered 
in the presentation.   

 

• Beware of deadlines: Submit your applications as early as possible. Make sure every piece is completed. Incomplete applications will not be consid-
ered.  Early/priority deadlines include November 1st, 15th, December 1st and 15th.   

 

• Organization: Keep a spreadsheet of all your college applications, usernames, and passwords.  Also, it would help to include what each college 
requires and add deadlines as reminders. 

 

• Email usage: Use a personal email when applying to colleges-not your school email (due to pop-up blockers).  Make sure your email is professional. 
Check your email frequently. Some communication from colleges requires immediate action and follow up. 

 

• Naviance: All students will use Naviance to request transcripts after they finish their college application. For your application to be complete, you 
must request a transcript in “Colleges I’m Applying To” in Naviance. Transcripts will be sent out after Labor Day.  You must have a transcript release 
form on file in order to request transcripts.  This was mailed out in June with registration materials.  https://pnhs.psd202.org/
documents/1635249734.pdf  

 

• Standardized Test Scores: You have the option of including your SAT on your transcript.  This choice is offered on the Transcript Release Form.  
Many universities require test scores to be sent directly from the test agency. If so, this means sending directly from College Board.  Check the test-
ing policy with each school you are applying to avoid missing a deadline.  

 

• Letters of Recommendation: If a college doesn’t require letters of recommendation, don’t ask a teacher.  This is a process and will take some time 
for the teacher to write the letter.  If you need letters, please ask in person first, and then add the request in Naviance.  Fill out the Naviance ques-
tionnaire as well to give the teacher more info about you in order to write a better letter.   

 

• Who are you? College admission counselors read thousands of applications a year! Make sure your application stands out amongst the rest. Use 
your words, personal stories, and essay to show them how unique you are.  

 

• Be diligent with the scholarship search: There is a lot of free money offered by private organizations throughout the year. Students can check the 
Naviance scholarship newsletter and different scholarship websites like www.fastweb.com and www.scholarships.com between October-April.   

September 2022 

mailto:ekalantz@psd202.org
https://pnhs.psd202.org/page/college-career-counseling
https://pnhs.psd202.org/documents/1635249734.pdf
https://pnhs.psd202.org/documents/1635249734.pdf
http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.scholarships.com
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College Representative Visits @ PNHS 

 
*Separate sign up for these college visits-not in Naviance*  

 
 

 
 

College Campus Visits 

 
Plainfield North will offer field trip opportunities to visit college campuses in  September and October.  College 
visits include: 
 

• Aurora University  
• Benedictine University 
• DePaul University  
• North Central College  
• Marquette University   
• University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
• University of Illinois at Urbana Champaign 
 

Any senior or junior student is welcome to participate if interested, however space is limited. It will be first come, 
first serve. Cost for field trip varies due to type of transportation/distance. 
Permission slips are available in Student Services. 

Each fall, PNHS invites college and universities to provide information sessions to prospective students.  
Students can view the full list of colleges in Naviance and must pre-register. Students will receive a pass from 
the Student Services office the morning of the visit and are responsible for classwork missed.   

The University of Chicago 9/6* 

Marquette University 9/20* 

University of Massachusetts-Lowell 9/22 

DePaul University 9/22 

Air Force ROTC 9/22 

Grand Canyon University 9/23 

University of Alabama 9/23 

Lincoln College of Technology 9/23 

Joliet Junior College 9/27 

Colorado State University 9/27 

Bradley University 9/27 

University of Indianapolis 9/29 

Augustana College 9/29 

Northern Arizona State Univ 9/30 

University of Alabama-Huntsville 9/30 
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PTSO 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The Plainfield North Parent Student Organization (PTSO) welcomes all of our new and returning students and 
families. Our organization helps to foster North's school-family connection through:  
 
* Monthly meetings  
* Updates and reminders to our membership email distribution  
* Updates, reminders and an open forum for question and discussion via our Facebook Page 
   PNHS-PTSO  
* Homecoming Cafe providing food and beverages during the Homecoming Dance  
* Teacher Appreciation Week 
* Donations to Needy Family and Shop with a Cop, which benefits families at PNHS  
* PTSO Scholarships (must be a PTSO member for two years to qualify)  
* School Donations 
 
If you have not done so already, please be encouraged to turn in your annual membership form that was en-
closed in your registration packet or for if you were a previous member, you can complete the form online using 
this link: 2022-2023 PNHS PTSO Membership Forms 

Our meetings will be held at 6:00 p.m. the first Wednesday of each month in the PNHS Media Center and are 
open to all interested PNHS family members and staff.  
 
 
 
PNHS PTSO  
Co-Presidents: Carmen Ladd-Koch & Aimee Benz 
Secretary: Jennifer Armstrong 
Treasurer: Anne Dycus  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1izIgAgCDOB6_HmwBooE54YBAs5fna3JdeEmP95EKQgs/edit


14 

 

Community News 

 

Plainfield North HS Girls Volleyball Earns 4th Straight USMC/AVCA Team Academic Award  

and Honor Roll Distinction 

 

The Plainfield North High School girls’ volleyball team was recognized with theUnited States Marine Corps (USMC) and American Volley-

ball Coaches Association (AVCA) Team Academic Award for the 2021-22 season. 

The PNHS Tigers are one of 425 high school division teams to earn the honor this year and compiled a 5.11 grade point average on a 5.0 

scale. This is the fourth consecutive year the team has earned this prestigious honor. 

The team earned the additional Honor Roll distinction which represents the top 20 percent ofteam GPAs in the high school division. 

“I am so proud of these girls and the PNHS girls’ volleyball program,” said PNHS Athletic Director Ron Lear. 

“These girls work extremely hard in the classroom and on the court and are prime examples of what we want our student-athletes to 

achieve at PNHS,” Lear said. 

The USMC/AVCA Team Academic Award was initiated in 1992–93 and honors volleyball teams that maintain a year-long grade-point 

average of 3.3 on a 4.0 scale or 4.1 on a 5.0 scale. 

PNHS has earned both the Team Academic Award and Honor Roll distinction each year since 2019. 

 
 


