
Child labor in America



 "There is work that profits children, and 
there is work that brings profit only to 
employers. The object of employing 
children is not to train them, but to get 
high profits from their work." 

 -- Lewis Hine, 1908



 Lewis Hine, a New York City schoolteacher 
and photographer, believed that a picture 
could tell a powerful story. 

 He felt so strongly about the abuse of 
children as workers that he quit his 
teaching job and became an investigative 
photographer for the National Child Labor 
Committee.



 In many instances he tricked his way into 
factories to take the pictures that factory 
managers did not want the public to see. 

 He was careful to document every 
photograph with precise facts and figures. 

 To obtain captions for his pictures, he 
interviewed the children on some pretext 
and then scribbled his notes with his hand 
hidden inside his pocket. 



In the mill…



A moment's glimpse of the outer world. Said she was 11 years old. Been 
working over a year. Rhodes Mfg. Co. Lincolnton, North Carolina











One of the spinners in Whitnel Cotton Mill. She was 51 inches high. Has been 
in the mill one year. Sometimes works at night. Runs 4 sides - 48 cents a 
day. When asked how old she was, she hesitated, then said, "I don't 
remember," then added confidentially, "I'm not old enough to work, but do 
just the same."



Newsies…







Tony Casale, age 11, been selling 4 years. Sells sometimes until 10 p.m. His 
paper told me the boy had shown him the marks on his arm where his father 
had bitten him for not selling more papers. He (the boy) said, "Drunken men say 
bad words to us."



A group of newsies selling on the Capitol steps. Tony, age 8, Dan, 
9, Joseph, 10, and John, age 11





Michael McNelis, age 8, a newsboy [seen with photographer Hine]. This 
boy has just recovered from his second attack of pneumonia. Was found 
selling papers in a big rain storm. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.





Fighting is not unusual here. In the alley, 4 p.m. Rochester, New York.





The Mines…





View of the Ewen Breaker of the Pennsylvania Coal Co. The dust was so dense at 
times as to obscure the view. This dust penetrated the utmost recesses of the 
boys' lungs. A kind of slave-driver sometimes stands over the boys, prodding or 
kicking them into obedience. South Pittston, Pennsylvania.





A young driver in the 
Brown Mine. Has been 
driving one year. Works 
7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
daily. Brown, West 
Virginia.





Harley Bruce, a young coupling-boy at Indian Mine. He appears to be 12 or 14 

years old and says he has been working there about a year. It is hard work and 

dangerous. Near Jellico, Tennessee.



The Factory…



Young cigar makers in Engelhardt & Co. Three boys looked under 14. Labor 
leaders told me in busy times many small boys and girls were employed. 
Youngsters all smoke. Tampa, Florida.



















Seafood workers…



Oyster shuckers working in a canning factory. All but the very smallest 
babies work. Began work at 3:30 a.m. and expected to work until 5 p.m. 
The little girl in the center was working. Her mother said she is "a real help 
to me." Dunbar, Louisiana.





Manuel the young shrimp picker, age 5, and a mountain of child labor oyster 
shells behind him. He worked last year. Understands not a word of English. 
Biloxi, Mississippi.



Hiram Pulk, age 9, working in a canning company. "I ain't very fast only about 5 
boxes a day. They pay about 5 cents a box," he said. Eastport, Maine.







A variety of jobs…





Joseph Severio, 

peanut vender, age 11 

[seen with 

photographer Hine]. 

Been pushing a cart 2 

years. Out after 

midnight on May 21, 

1910. Ordinarily works 

6 hours per day. Works 

of his own volition. All 

earnings go to his 

father. Wilmington, 

Delaware.



A Bowery bootblack in New York City.



Bowling Alley boys. Many of them work setting pins until past 

midnight. New Haven, Connecticut.















Faces of lost youth…



Furman Owens, 12 years old. Can't read. Doesn't know his A,B,C's. Said, "Yes I 
want to learn but can't when I work all the time." Been in the mills 4 years, 3 
years in the Olympia Mill. Columbia, South Carolina.









Fish cutters at a canning company in Maine. Ages range from 7 to 12. They live near 

the factory. The 7-year-old boy in front, Byron Hamilton, has a badly cut finger but 

helps his brother regularly. Behind him is his brother George, age 11, who cut his 

finger half off while working. Ralph, on the left, displays his knife and also a badly cut 

finger. They and many youngsters said they were always cutting themselves. George 

earns a dollar some days usually 75 cents. Some of the others say they earn a dollar 

when they work all day. At times they start at 7 a.m. and work all day until midnight.







Muckraker Assignment

 Now that you have seen the evidence of 
children working, it is your job to inform 
the American public of this.

 As a muckraker, you want to write an 
article for a local paper that shares what 
you have seen and calls for a change.  
This is the Progressive era by the way.

 Be Informative! Be Descriptive! Be Persuasive!

 This must be typed and may include pictures.

 Due Friday, September 2


