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CAUSES OF THE WAR

Historians have traditionally cited 

four long-term causes of the First 

World War

NATIONALISM – a devotion to 

the interests and culture of one’s 

nation

IMPERIALISM – Economic and 

political control over weaker 

nations

MILITARISM – The growth of 

nationalism and imperialism led 

to increased military spending

ALLIANCE SYSTEM – By 1907 

Europe was divided into two 

armed camps



NATIONALISM

 Often nationalism led  

to rivalries and conflicts 

between nations

 Additionally, various 

ethnic groups resented 

domination by others 

and wanted 

independence

 Russia and Austria-

Hungary disagreed over 

the treatment of Serbs in 

central Europe

Germany was allied with 

Austria-Hungary while 

Russia, France and Britain 

were partners





IMPERIALISM

 For many centuries, 

European nations built 

empires

 Colonies supplied European 

nations with raw materials and 

provided markets for 

manufactured goods

 As Germany industrialized it 

competed directly with France 

and Britain

 Major European countries 

also competed for land in 

Africa
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MILITARISM

 Empires had to be defended and 

European nations increased 

military spending enormously in 

the late 19th and early 20th century

 By 1890 the strongest nation 

militarily in Europe was Germany

 Germany had a strong army and 

built up a navy to rival England’s 

fleet

 France, Italy, Japan and the 

United States quickly joined in the 

naval buildup



Battleships were being stockpiled by European 

nations, Japan and America in the late 19th and 

early 20th century



ALLIANCE SYSTEM

 By 1907 there were two 

major defense alliances in 

Europe

 The Triple Entente, later 

known as the Allies, 

consisted of France, Britain, 

and Russia

The Triple Alliance, later 

known as the Central 

Powers, consisted of 

Germany, Austria-Hungary, 

and Italy (Soon joined by the 

Ottoman Empire 

FRANCE BRITAIN RUSSIA

TRIPLE ENTENTE





THE SPARK: AN ASSASSINATION

 The Balkan region was considered 

“the powder keg of Europe” due to 

competing interests in the area

 Russia wanted access to the 

Mediterranean Sea

 Germany wanted a rail link to the 

Ottoman Empire

 Austria-Hungary, which had taken 

control of Bosnia in 1878, accused 

Serbia of subverting its rule over 

Bosnia

 Finally, in June of 1914, Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand, heir to the Austrian 

throne was gunned down by a Serbia 

radical igniting a diplomatic crisis The Archduke is assassinated in 

Sarajevo in June 1914
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Austria-Hungary

declares war on 

Serbia

Germany

declares war on 

Russia

Germany

declares war on 

France

Great Britain

declares war on 

Germany





THE FIGHTING BEGINS

 The Alliance system pulled one 

nation after another into the conflict 

– The Great War had begun

 On August 3, 1914, Germany 

invaded Belgium, following a 

strategy known as the Schlieffen 

Plan

 This plan called for a quick strike 

through Belgium to Paris, France

Next, Germany would attack 

Russia

 The plan was designed to prevent 

a two-front war for Germany 

The Schliefflen Plan



THE WAR BECOMES A STALEMATE

 Unable to save Belgium, the Allies 

retreated to the Marne River in France 

where they halted the German 

advance in September of 1914

 Both sides dug in for a long siege

 By the spring of 1915, two parallel 

systems of deep trenches crossed 

France from Belgium to Switzerland

 There were 3 types of trenches;     

front line, support, and reserve

 Between enemy trenches was “no 

man’s land” – an area pockmarked 

with shell craters and filled with 

barbed wire
British soldiers standing in mud



The conditions in these trenches were horrific; aside from 

the fear of bombardment, soldiers also had to contend with 

the mud, flooding and disease associated with living in 

such a harsh environment.

German Soldiers



FIRST BATTLE OF THE SOMME

 During the First Battle of the 

Somme - which began July 1, 1916 

and lasted until mid-November –

the British suffered 60,000 

casualties the first day 

 Final casualties for the First 

Battle of the Somme totaled 1.2 

million, yet only 7 miles of ground 

was gained

 This bloody trench warfare, in 

which armies fought for mere 

yards of ground, lasted for three 

years 

Gas attacks were common 

features of trench life and often 

caused blindness and lung 

disease



AMERICANS QUESTION NEUTRALITY

 In 1914, most Americans saw no 

reason to join a struggle 3,000 miles 

away – they wanted neutrality

 Some simply did not want their 

sons to experience the horror of 

warfare

 German-Americans supported 

Germany in World War I

 However, many American felt close 

to the British because of a shared 

ancestry and language

 Most importantly, American 

economic interests were far stronger 

with the Allies
French propaganda poster portrayed 

the Germans as inhuman and impacted 

American attitudes toward the Germans



THE WAR HITS HOME

 During the first two years of 

the war, America was providing

(selling) the allied forces 

dynamite, cannon powder, 

submarines, copper wire and 

tubing and other war material

 Both the Germans and British 

imposed naval blockades on 

each other

 The Germans used U-boats 

(submarines) to prevent 

shipments to the North Atlantic

 Any ship found in the waters 

around Britain would be sunk

German U-boat 1919



THE LUSITANIA DISASTER

 United States involvement in 

World War I was hastened by the 

Lusitania disaster

 The Lusitania was a British 

passenger liner that carried 1,198 

persons on a fateful trip on May 7, 

1915

 A German U-boat sank the British 

passenger liner killing all aboard 

including 128 American tourists

 The Germans claimed the ship 

was carrying Allied ammunition 

 Americans were outraged and 

public opinion turned against 

Germany and the Central Powers

May 7, 1915



The N.Y. Times reports on the Lusitania



1916 ELECTION

 The November 1916 election 

pitted incumbent Democrat 

Woodrow Wilson vs. 

Republican candidate Supreme 

Court justice Charles Evans 

Hughes

 Wilson won a close election 

using the slogan, “He kept us 

out of war”

 That slogan would prove 

ironic because within a few 

months the United States 

would be embroiled in World 

War I
Wilson



AMERICA EDGES CLOSER TO 

WAR

Several factors came together to 

bring the U.S. into the war;

1) Germany ignored Wilson’s 

plea for peace 

2) The Zimmerman Note, a 

telegram from the German 

foreign minister to the German 

Ambassador in Mexico, proposed 

an alliance 

 Germany promised Mexico a 

return of their “lost territory” in 

Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona

3) Next came the sinking of four 

unarmed U.S. merchant ships by 

German subs
Encoded message from Germany 

to Mexico

(Zimmerman note)



Zimmerman 

note 

intercepted 

by a British 

agent and 

decoded



AMERICA DECLARES WAR

 A light drizzle fell on 

Washington on April 2, 1917, 

as senators, representatives, 

ambassadors, members of the 

Supreme Court, and other 

guests crowded into the 

Capital building to hear Wilson 

deliver his declaration of war

 Wilson said, “The world 

must be safe for democracy”

 Congress passed the 

resolution a few days later



 When Russia surrendered to 

the Germans in 1917, it allowed 

the Central Powers to focus on 

the Western Front

 By May, the Germans were 

within 50 miles of Paris

 The Americans arrived and 

immediately played a major role in 

pushing the Germans back

In July and August the Americans 

helped the Allies win the Second 

Battle of the Marne

AMERICAN TROOPS GO ON 

THE OFFENSIVE

Men of the 42nd Division during the 

Second Marne. These men were 

killed by artillery fire just 5 minutes 

after this photo was taken



FRESH U.S. SOLDIERS JOIN 

FIGHT

 After 2 ½ years of fighting, 

the Allied forces were 

exhausted

 One of the main 

contributions of the Americans 

was fresh and enthusiastic 

troops 

 American infantry were 

nicknamed “doughboys”

because of their white belts 

 Most doughboys had never 

ventured far from the farms or 

small towns they lived in 



NEW WEAPONS USED

 Machine Guns – Guns could now fire 600 rounds per minute

 The Tank – New steel tanks ran on caterpillar treads 

 Airplanes – Early dogfights resembled duals, however by 1918 the 

British had a fleet of planes that could deliver bomb loads

 Poison Gas – mustard gas was used to subdue the enemy



Trench Warfare – type of fighting during World War I in 

which both sides dug trenches protected by mines and barbed 

wire

Trench Warfare

Cross-section of a front-line trench
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Americans in the Trenches



British trench, France, July 1916               

(during the Battle of the Somme)

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/Cheshire_Regiment_trench_Somme_1916.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/Cheshire_Regiment_trench_Somme_1916.jpg


French soldiers firing over their own dead 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/photos/trenches.htm
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An aerial 

photograph of the 

opposing trenches 

and no-man's land 

in Artois, France, 

July 22, 1917. 

German trenches 

are at the right and 

bottom, British 

trenches are at the 

top left. The 

vertical line to the 

left of centre 

indicates the 

course of a pre-war 

road.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/Aerial_view_Loos-Hulluch_trench_system_July_1917.jpg
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Officers walking through a flooded communication trench.
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A photograph of a man suffering from trench foot. 
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NEW WEAPONS USED

Machine Guns – Guns could now fire 600 rounds per minute

 The Tank – New steel tanks ran on caterpillar treads 

 Airplanes – Early dogfights resembled duals, however by 1918 the 

British had a fleet of planes that could deliver bomb loads

 Poison Gas – mustard gas was used to subdue the enemy



Poison Gas

First used by the Germans (Ypres, April 1915)

• Initially chlorine gas

• Later mustard, phosgene

• Violated Geneva Conventions 

of 1899 and 1907

Total War: A war that is unrestricted in terms of the weapons used, the 

territory or combatants involved, or the objectives pursued, especially 

one in which the laws of war are disregarded.
US Military Dictionary



Poison Gas



Poison Gas

Dispensed directly from cylinders



Poison Gas

British Livens bomb projectors (mortars)

(12 gal.oil cans buried in the ground)

Loading Livens projectors

(chlorine gas canisters)



Poison Gas



Poison Gas



Poison Gas

Early French gas mask



Soldiers digging trenches while protected against gas attacks 

http://www.firstworldwar.com/photos/trenches.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/photos/trenches.htm


Poison Gas

Gas mask drill



Animals were also 

susceptible to gas



Poison Gas

Gas mask for horses



Poison Gas

Soldiers in full chemical gear



'Gassed'. Painting by John Singer Sargent, 1918/1919.

http://www.greatwar.nl/weekpictures/sargent.html
http://www.greatwar.nl/weekpictures/sargent.html


Poison Gas Deaths: 1914-1918

Country Non-Fatal Deaths Total

British Empire 180,597 8,109 188,706

France 182,000 8,000 190,000

United States 71,345 1,462 72,807

Italy 55,373 4,627 60,000

Russia 419,340 56,000 475,340

Germany 191,000 9,000 200,000

Austria-Hungary 97,000 3,000 100,000

Others 9,000 1,000 10.000

Total 1,205,655 91,198 1,296,853



British Vickers machine gun crew, western front, World War I.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c9/Vickers_IWW.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c9/Vickers_IWW.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vickers_machine_gun
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/World_War_I


Flame
Throwers

Grenade
Launchers



Dogfights

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/launch_vt_dogfight.shtml

http://www.history.com/video.do?name=dogfights&bcpid=1610679540&bclid=1600

116540&bctid=1531249545

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/launch_vt_dogfight.shtml
http://www.history.com/video.do?name=dogfights&bcpid=1610679540&bclid=1600116540&bctid=1531249545


Western 

Front – over 

400 miles of 

trenches 

across 

Belgium and 

France 

· Most offenses 

resulted in 

heavy 

casualties but 

gained little 

territory.

http://www.firstworldwar.com/maps/westernfront.htm
http://cache.eb.com/eb/image?id=64872&rendTypeId=4
http://cache.eb.com/eb/image?id=64872&rendTypeId=4


War Is HELL !!



Sacrifices in War



Germany 1,935,000 

Russia 1,700,000

France 1,368,000 

Austria-Hungary 1,200,000

British Empire 942,135

Ottoman Empire 725,000

Italy 680,000

Romania 300,000

United States 116,516 

Bulgaria 87,495 

Belgium 45,550

Serbia 45,000 

Greece 23,098 

Portugal 8,145 

Montenegro 3,000

Japan 1,344 

Military Casualties in World War I: 1914-1918

http://www.english.emory.edu/LostPoets/Casualties.html


AMERICAN WAR HERO

 Alvin York, a blacksmith from 

Tennessee, originally sought an 

exemption from the war as a 

Conscientious Objector

 York eventually decided it was 

morally acceptable to fight if the 

cause was right

 On October 8, 1918, armed 

with only a rifle and a revolver, 

York killed 25 Germans and (with 

six doughboys) captured 132 

prisoners

 Upon his return home he was 

promoted to Sergeant and hailed 

a hero
The movie

The man



GERMANY COLLAPSES,              

WAR ENDS

 On November 3, 1918, 

Germany’s partner, Austria-

Hungary, surrendered to the 

Allies

 That same day, German sailors 

mutinied against their 

government

 Other revolts followed, and  

Germany was too exhausted to 

continue

 So at the eleventh hour, on the 

eleventh day, of the eleventh 

month of 1918, Germany signed 

a truce ending the Great War
War ends 11/11/18



SECTION 2: AMERICAN POWER 

TIPS THE BALANCE

 America was not ready for 

war – only 200,000 men were 

in service when war was 

declared

 Congress passed the 

Selective Service Act in May 

of 1917

 By the end of 1918, 24 

million had signed up and 

almost 3 million were called 

to duty

 About 2 million American 

troops reached Europe



SECTION 3: THE WAR AT 

HOME

 The entire U.S. economy was 

focused on the war effort

 The shift from a consumer 

economy to war economy 

required a collaboration 

between business and 

government

 In the process, the power of 

the U.S. government expanded

 Congress gave President 

Wilson direct control over the 

economy



WAR INDUSTRIES BOARD

 The War Industries Board 

(WIB) encouraged companies 

to use mass-production 

techniques 

 Under the WIB, industrial 

production and wages 

increased 20% 

 Union membership almost 

doubled during the war years –

from 2.5 million to 4 million

 To deal with disputes 

between management and 

labor, President Wilson set up 

the National War Labor Board 

in 1918
Poster encouraging production



PROPAGANDA 

 To popularize the war, the 

government set up the 

nations first propaganda 

agency called the 

Committee on Public 

Information (CPI)

 George Creel led the 

agency and persuaded 

many of the nation’s artists 

to create thousands of 

paintings, posters, cartoons 

and sculptures to promote 

the war











SELLING THE WAR

 The U.S. had two major 

tasks; raising money and 

convincing the public to 

support the war

 The U.S. spent $35.5 

billion on the war effort

 The government raised 

about 1/3 of that through an 

income tax and “sin” taxes

 The rest was raised 

through war bonds sold to 

the public (Liberty Loans & 

Victory Loans)



Liberty Bonds

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:LibertyBond-WinsorMcCay.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:LibertyBond-WinsorMcCay.jpg
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The cartoonist has here an opportunity to show graphically 

just what the bond quota of his local community will purchase.

A $50 bond will buy:

• 14 rifle grenades.

• 160 first-aid packages to dress wounds.

• Truck knives for an entire rifle company.

A $100 bond will:

• Clothe a soldier.

• Buy 5 rifles.

• Feed a soldier for 8 months.

A $1,000 bond will buy:

•An X-ray apparatus outfit.

• Pistols for an entire company.

How Your Liberty Bond Will Fight

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5052


$5,000 worth of bonds will buy:

• 1 Liberty truck.

• 7 Lewis machine guns.

$50,000 worth of bonds will:

• Maintain a submarine for over a year.

• Construct a base hospital with 500 beds.

$100,000 Will buy 5 fighting airplanes.

$1,000,000 worth of bonds will maintain a battleship 

for a year.

$1,800,000 worth of bonds will build one destroyer.

$28,000,000 worth of bonds will build one new 

battleship complete.



VICTORY GARDENS

 To conserve food, Wilson set 

up the Food Administration 

(FA)

 The FA declared one day a 

week “meatless” another 

“sweetless” and two days  

“wheatless”

 Homeowners planted 

“victory gardens” in their 

yards

 Schoolchildren worked after-

school growing tomatoes and 

cucumbers in public parks 

 Farmers increased 

production by almost 30% by 

adding 40 million acres of 

farmland 





http://www.firstworldwar.com/posters/usa2.htm
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Rationing



WOMEN IN THE WAR

 Many women were called upon

to take on jobs previously held 

by men who were serving in the 

war

 They became railroad workers, 

cooks, dockworkers, factory 

workers, and miners

 Many women served as 

volunteers in organizations such 

as the Red Cross

 Their service hastened the 

passage of the 19th Amendment

in 1920 giving women the right 

to vote
Rosie the Riveter was the symbol of 

women’s war contributions









ATTACK ON CIVIL LIBERTIES

 As the war progressed, Civil 

Liberties were compromised

 Anti-Immigrant feelings were 

openly expressed especially 

anti-German and Austrian-

Hungarian

 Espionage and Sedition Acts

were passed by Congress 

 These acts were designed to 

prevent anti-war protests but 

went against the spirit of the 

First Amendment (Free 

speech)

 Socialists and labor leaders 

were targeted

Any anti-American 

sentiments were targeted 

during wartime



Government Excess & Threats to the 

Civil Liberties of Americans

1.  Espionage Act – 1917
- forbade actions that 
obstructed recruitment or 
efforts to promote 
insubordination in the military.

- ordered the Postmaster General
to remove Leftist materials 
from the mail.

- fines of up to $10,000 and/or
up to 20 years in prison.



Government Excess & Threats 

to the Civil Liberties of Americans

2. Sedition Act – 1918
- it was a crime to speak against the 

purchase of war bonds or willfully
utter, print, write or publish any
disloyal, profane, scurrilous, or
abusive language about this form of US
Govt., the US Constitution, or the US
armed forces or to willfully urge, incite,
or advocate any curtailment of 
production of things necessary or 
essential to the prosecution of the
war…with intent of such curtailment to
cripple or hinder, the US in the
prosecution of the war.



Government Excess & Threats 

to the Civil Liberties of Americans

3. Schenck v. US – 1919
- in ordinary times the mailing of the

leaflets would have been protected by the
1st Amendment.

- BUT, every act of speech must be judged
acc. to the circumstances in which it was
spoken.

-The most stringent protection of free
speech would not protect a man in falsely
shouting fire in a theater and causing a
panic. [Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes]

- If an act of speech posed a clear and
present danger, then Congress had 
the power to restrain such speech.



Government Excess & Threats 

to the Civil Liberties of Americans

4. Abrams v. US – 1919
- majority ruling --> cited Holmes’

“Clear and present danger” doctrine.
- Holmes & Brandeis dissented:

The best test of truth is the
power of the thought to get 
itself accepted in the competition
of the market, denying that a

“silly leaflet” published by an
“unknown man” constituted such a
danger.



SOCIAL CHANGE DURING 

THE WAR
 The greatest effect of the First 

World War on the African 

American population was that it 

accelerated the Great Migration

 The Great Migration was the 

large scale population shift for 

hundreds of thousands of blacks 

from the south to Northern cities

 They left to escape 

discrimination and to seek 

greater job opportunities

 Popular destinations included 

Chicago, New York and 

Philadelphia 

This African American family 

settled in Chicago



THE FLU EPIDEMIC

 In the fall of 1918, the United States 

suffered a home-front crises when a 

flu epidemic affected 25% of the 

population

 Mines shut down, telephone service 

was cut in half, factory work was 

delayed

 Cities ran short on coffins while 

corpses lay unburied for as long as a 

week

 The epidemic killed as many as 

500,000 in the U.S. before it 

disappeared in 1919

 Worldwide the epidemic killed 30 

million people

Seattle, like many other places, 

became a masked city. All police wore 

them, as shown in this photo from 

"The Great Influenza"



 Despite the hero’s welcome he 

received in Europe, Wilson’s plan for 

peace would be rejected by the Allies

 Wilson’s plan was called the 

“Fourteen points”

 Included in his “points” were:

 No secret treaties

 Freedom of the Seas

 More free trade

 Reduction of arms

 Less colonialism

 League of Nations to promote peace

SECTION 4: WILSON FIGHTS 

FOR PEACE

Wilson’s 14 

points in 

his own 

short hand



ALLIES REJECT WILSON”S 

PLAN, SIGN TREATY

 The Big Four leaders, Wilson 

(U.S.), Clemenceau (France), 

Lloyd George (England), and 

Orlando (Italy), worked out the 

Treaty’s details

 Wilson conceded on most of 

his 14 points in return for the 

establishment of the League of 

Nations

 On June 28, 1919, the Big Four 

and the leaders of the defeated 

nations gathered in the Hall of 

Mirrors at Versailles and signed 

the Treaty of Versailles

Hall of Mirrors





TREATY OF VERSAILLES

The Treaty established nine 

new nations including;

 Poland, Czechoslovakia, and 

Yugoslavia

 The Treaty broke up the 

Austro-Hungarian Empire and 

the Ottoman Empire empires

 The Treaty barred Germany 

from maintaining an army, 

required them to give Alsace-

Lorraine back to France, and 

forced them to pay $33 billion 

in reparations to the Allies

The Big Four met at Versailles









League of Nations Mandates in Africa



THE WEAKNESS OF THE 

TREATY

The harsh treatment of 

Germany prevented the 

Treaty from creating a 

lasting peace in Europe

 The Treaty humiliated 

the Germans by forcing 

them to admit sole 

responsibility for the war 

(War-Guilt Clause)

 Furthermore, Germany 

would never be able to pay 

$33 billion in reparations
Germans felt the Versailles 

Treaty was unfair 



 In the United States, the Treaty 

was hotly debated especially the 

League of Nations

 Conservative senators, headed 

by Henry Cabot Lodge, were 

suspicious of the Leagues’ joint 

economic and military 

commitments

 Many wanted the U.S. Congress 

to maintain the right to declare war

 Ultimately, Congress rejected 

U.S. involvement in the very 

League the U.S. President had 

created

DEBATE OVER TREATY AT 

HOME

The U.S. never did join the league



THE LEGACY OF WWI

 At home, the war strengthened 

both the military and the power of the 

government

 The propaganda campaign 

provoked powerful fears in society

 For many countries the war 

created political instability and 

violence that lasted for years

 Russia established the first

Communist state during the war

 Americans called World War I, 

“The War to end all Wars” ---

however unresolved issues would 

eventually drag the U.S. into an even 

deadlier conflict
WWI 1914-1918

22 million dead, more than half civilians. 

An additional 20 million wounded.



Anti-Labor    

“If Capital & Labor Don’t Pull Together” 
– Chicago Tribune



Consequences of Labor Unrest

“While We Rock the Boat” – Washington Times



Coal Miners’ Strike - 1919

“Keeping Warm” – Los Angeles Times



Steel  Strike - 1919

“Coming Out of the Smoke” – New York World



Boston Police Strike - 1919

“He gives aid & comfort to the enemies of 
society” – Chicago Tribune



Boston Police Strike - 1919

“Striking Back” – New York Evening World



The “Red Scare”

“What a Year Has Brought Forth” – NY World



“Red Scare” -- Anti-Bolshevism

“Put Them Out & Keep Them Out” –
Philadelphia Inquirer



Government Excess & Threats 

to the Civil Liberties of Americans

 1919 - 3rd. International
goal --> promote worldwide 

communism.

 Attorney General, A. Mitchell 
Palmer (The Case Against the 
Reds)

 Palmer Raids - 1920

6. “The Red Scare”:



Police Arrest “Suspected Reds’ in Chicago, 1920

“Red Scare” – Palmer Raids



“Red Scare” – Palmer Raids

A. Mitchell Palmer’s Home Bombed, 1920



The 1920  Election


