


Periodization

Early Middle Ages:  500 – 1000

High Middle Ages:  1000 – 1250

Late Middle Ages:  1250 - 1500



The Medieval Catholic Church

 filled the power vacuum left from the
collapse of the classical world.

 monasticism:

 St. Benedict – Benedictine Rule of
poverty, chastity, and obedience.

 provided schools for the children of
the upper class.

 inns, hospitals, refuge in times of war.

 libraries & scriptoria to copy books 
and illuminate manuscripts.

 monks  missionaries to the 
barbarians.  [St. Patrick, St. Boniface]



The Power of the Medieval Church

 bishops and abbots played a large part in
the feudal system.

 the church controlled about 1/3 of the
land in Western Europe.

 tried to curb feudal warfare  only 40
days a year for combat.

 curb heresies  crusades;  Inquisition

 tithe  1/10 tax on your assets given to
the church.

 Peter’s Pence  1 penny per person
[paid by the peasants].



A Medieval Monastery:  The 
Scriptorium



Illuminated Manuscripts



Feudalism
A political, economic, and social 
system based on loyalty and 
military service.

Bishop



Carcassonne:  A Medieval Castle



Parts of a Medieval Castle



The Medieval Manor



Life on the Medieval Manor

Serfs at work



Gothic Architectural Style

 Pointed arches.

 High, narrow 
vaults.

 Thinner walls.

 Flying buttresses.

 Elaborate, ornate, 
airier interiors.

 Stained-glass windows.

“Flying” Buttresses



Cathedrals – Cities of God

• Cathedrals were signs of wealth and piety
– The new Gothic style emerged

• Gothic cathedrals thrust upwards as if 
reaching the heaven.

• Light streamed through large stained glass 
windows.

• Great art adorned the cathedrals











Crusades

• What is a “crusade”?



•Crusades were “holy wars” for the Holy Land

•After Muslims were threatening the 
Byzantine Empire (Christians), Pope Urban II 
calls for Christians from Western Europe to 
protect the Byzantine Empire and to capture 

the Holy Land from its Muslim inhabitants 

Crusades



Crusades

• If you were Pope Urban II, what would 

you be telling the people of W. Europe 

to motivate them to possibly sacrifice 

their lives and go to the Holy Land?



Crusades
• Pope Urban traveled to various cities 

preaching the Crusade

• Offered indulgence of sin for those who 
died on the Crusade

• Serfs were allowed to leave the land to 
which they were bound

• Citizens were exempted from taxes

• Prisoners were freed and death 
sentences were commuted by a bold 
extension of Papal authority to life 
service in Palestine



Reasons for the 
Crusades

• Holy Land was 

holy to Christians, 

Jews and Muslims 

(especially 

Jerusalem) 

• Place where 

Jesus was born 

and died

• Looking for 

adventure and 

riches 

• Few opportunities in 

feudal Europe 

• Hatred of Muslims



Crusades

• The word “crusade” 

comes from the Spanish 

cruzade which means 

“marked with the cross”

– Crusaders wore red 

crosses on their chests to 

symbolize their purpose





Crusades

• The Crusades served many purposes

• Success and failure of the first two 
Crusades

• The Third Crusade ended with a truce
• Richard the Lion-Hearted and Saladin

• The Fourth Crusade helped split the 
Church

• Later Crusades were not very effective

• The Spanish launched the 
Reconquista

• The Inquisition punished heresy









The Crusaders besieging 

Jerusalem



Third Crusade: Richard the Lionheart against 

Saladin



Third Crusade: Richard the Lionheart orders the 

massacre of Muslim prisoners



http://www.uncp.edu/home/rwb/Crusades_Map.gif



The Children's Crusade



The Templars



• But many of the myths attending the secretive order 

have less to do with their financial empire than with 

their most famous piece of real estate. Who knew 

what wonders they might have unearthed digging 

beneath the Mosque to the alleged Temple of 

Solomon, not far from where Christ was crucified? 

They claimed to own a piece of the True Cross; they 

may very well have possessed the Shroud of Turin, 

since it was a Templar descendant's family that first 

made it public; and unsubstantiated rumor has put 

them in possession of both the Ark of the Covenant 

and the Holy Grail. The latter claim provided an 

inexhaustible source of inspiration for fabulists from 

medieval romance peddlers to Dan Brown.



Recovery of the Cross



Effects of the 
Crusades

• Increased trade between Europe and 

Middle East

• Italy becomes wealthy-leads to the 

Renaissance

• Legacy (long term effect) of distrust and 

hatred between Christians, Jews and 

Muslims

• Weakening of the feudal system and 

power of the pope.



Medieval Universities



Oxford University



Late Medieval Town Dwellings



Medieval Trade



Medieval Guilds

Guild Hall

 Commercial Monopoly:

 Controlled membership
apprentice  journeyman  master craftsman

 Controlled quality of the product [masterpiece].

 Controlled prices



Medieval Guilds: a GoldsMith’s shop



Crest of a Cooper’s Guild


