


European Empires:  1660s



16c-18c:  
New Ideas Brewing in Europ e



Causes of Latin American
Revolutions

1. Enlightenment Ideas Ą writings of John 
Locke, Voltaire, & Jean Rousseau; 
Thomas Jefferson and Thomas Paine.

2. Creole discontent at being left out of 
government jobs and trade concessions.

3. Inspiration of American and French 
Revolutions.

4. Preoccupation of Spain & Portugal in 
fighting the Napoleonic Wars.



1.  Enlightenment Ideas

1. Laws of nature [NATURAL LAWS] 
govern natural science and human 
society.

2. Give people rights Ą life, liberty, 
property!

3. Make fair societies based on reason 
possible.

4. Challenged the theory of òDivine 
Rightó monarchy.



Enlightenment
Thinkers



2.  Creole Discontent



3.  Inspiration of American & 
French Revolutions

Declaration of 
Independence, 1776

Declaration of the 
Rights of Man & of the 

Citizen, 1789



4.  Preoccupation of Spain & 
Portugal In Fighting 

Napoleonic Wars


