
AMERICA AS A WORLD POWER
Teddy Roosevelt, Dollar Diplomacy and the World



“THE WORLD’S CONSTABLE”

1. How does the cartoonist portray President 

Roosevelt? 

2. Why is "The World’s Constable" a good title for this 

cartoon?



“ SPEAK SOFTLY AND CARRY A BIG 
STICK; YOU WILL GO FAR.” 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT

THE ROOSEVELT COROLLARY 
 Financial factors drew the United States further into Latin 

American affairs. 

 Latin American nations had borrowed huge sums from 
European banks to build railroads and develop 
industries. 

 If these countries could not/did not pay back the loans, 
European countries may intervene.  

 Roosevelt was NOT going to let that happen.

 Roosevelt was determined to make the United States the 
predominant power in the Caribbean and Central 
America.



 Roosevelt reminded European 
powers of the Monroe 
Doctrine of 1823

 The Monroe Doctrine 
demanded that European 
countries stay out of the affairs 
of Latin American nations. 

 Roosevelt warned Europe that 
disorder in Latin America 
might “force the United States 
. . . to the exercise of an 
international police power.” 

 The United States would now 
be justified to use force to 
protect its economic interests 
in Latin America.



DOLLAR DIPLOMACY

 During the next decade, the United States exercised its police power on several occasions. 

 Dollar diplomacy was often used to justify keeping European powers out of the Caribbean.

 In 1911 a rebellion in Nicaragua left the nation near bankrupt

 Roosevelt’s successor, President William H. Taft arranged for American bankers to loan 

Nicaragua enough money to pay its debts.

 The bankers were given the right to recover their money by collecting Nicaragua’s customs 

duties.

 U.S. bankers also gained control of Nicaragua’s state-owned railroad system and its national 

bank.



THERE WERE MANY INSTANCES OF U.S. 
INVOLVEMENT IN LATIN AMERICA 
BETWEEN 1890 AND 1933…

 Roosevelt’s successor, President William H. Taft 
arranged for American bankers to loan Nicaragua 
enough money to pay its debts.

 The bankers were given the right to recover their 
money by collecting Nicaragua’s customs duties.

 U.S. bankers also gained control of Nicaragua’s state-
owned railroad system and its national bank.

 When Nicaraguan citizens heard about this deal, they 
revolted against President Adolfo Díaz.

 To prop up Díaz’s government, some 2,000 marines 
were sent to Nicaragua- The revolt was put down.

 Marine detachments remained in the country until 
1933.






