


THE PARTITION OF 

KOREA

 American fear of communism began to burn out of 
control, and the flames were fanned even further by 
events in Korea the following year.

 Japan had annexed Korea in 1910 and ruled it until August 
1945.

 As World War II ended, Japanese troops north of the 38th 
parallel (38º North latitude) surrendered to the Soviets. 

 Japanese troops south of the parallel surrendered to the 
Americans. 

 Two nations developed, one communist and one 
democratic.



THE TWO KOREAS

 In 1948, the Republic of Korea, usually called South 

Korea, was established in the zone that had been 

occupied by the United States.

 Simultaneously, the Communists formed the Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea in the north. 

 Kim Il Sung led the North Korean government, which was 

based in Pyongyang. 



HOW DID KOREA BECOME 

A DIVIDED NATION AFTER 

WORLD WAR II? 



NORTH KOREA ATTACKS SOUTH 

KOREA 

 After World War II, the United States had cut 

back its armed forces in South Korea. 

 By June of 1949 there were only 500 American 

troops in Korea.

 The Soviets believed the United States would not 

fight to defend South Korea. 

 The Soviets prepared to back North Korea with 

tanks, airplanes, and money in an attempt to 

take over the entire peninsula.



THE 38TH PARALLEL

 On June 25, 1950, North Korean forces 

swept across the 38th parallel in a surprise 

attack on South Korea. 

 The conflict that followed became known 

as the Korean War.

 Within a few days, North Korean troops had 

penetrated deep into South Korea. 

 South Korea called on the United Nations 

to stop the North Korean invasion. 



THE UNITED NATIONS

 South Korea called on the United Nations to stop the 

North Korean invasion.

 When the matter came to a vote in the UN Security 
Council, the Soviet Union was boycotting the UN 

security council.

 Soviets could not veto the UN’s plan of military 

action. The vote passed.



THE STAGE IS SET FOR 

WAR

 On June 27, in a show of military strength, President 
Truman ordered troops stationed in Japan to support the 
South Koreans.

 He also sent an American fleet into the waters between 
Taiwan and China.

 In all, 16 nations sent some 520,000 troops to aid South 
Korea. 

 Over 90 percent of these troops were American. 

 South Korean troops numbered an additional 590,000. 

 General Douglas MacArthur, former World War II hero in 
the Pacific was put in command of all the forces.



NORTH KOREAN 

OFFENSIVE

 At first, North Korea seemed 

unstoppable. 

 Driving steadily south, its troops 

captured Seoul. 

 After a month of bitter combat, the 

North Koreans had forced UN and 

South Korean troops into a small 

defensive zone around Pusan in the 

southeastern corner of the Korean 

peninsula. 



MACARTHUR’S 

COUNTERATTACK 

 MacArthur launched a counterattack with 
tanks, heavy artillery, and fresh troops from the 
United States. 

 On September 15, 1950, his troops made a 
surprise amphibious landing behind enemy lines 
at Inchon, on Korea’s west coast.

 Other troops moved north from Pusan. 

 Trapped between the two attacking forces, 
about half of the North Korean troops 
surrendered; the rest fled back across the 38th 
parallel. 

 MacArthur’s plan had saved his army from 
almost certain defeat.



THE COMMUNISTS 

ON THE RUN

 The UN army chased the 
retreating North Korean troops 
across the 38th parallel into North 
Korea. 

 In late November, UN troops 
approached the Yalu River, the 
border between North Korea and 
China. 

 It seemed as if Korea was about 
to become a single country 
again.





A PERSONAL VOICE PHILIP DAY, JR.

 First Lieutenant Philip Day, Jr., vividly remembers his first taste of battle in 
Korea. On the morning of July 5, 1950, Philip Day spotted a column of eight 
enemy tanks moving toward his company.

 “ I was with a 75-mm recoilless-rifle team. ‘Let’s see,’ I shouted, ‘if we can get 
one of those tanks.’ We picked up the gun and moved it to where we could 
get a clean shot. I don’t know if we were poorly trained, . . . but we set the 
gun on the forward slope of the hill. When we fired, the recoilless blast blew a 
hole in the hill which instantly covered us in mud and dirt. . . . When we were 
ready again, we moved the gun to a better position and began banging 
away. I swear we had some hits, but the tanks never slowed down. . . . In a 
little less than two hours, 30 North Korean tanks rolled through the position we 
were supposed to block as if we hadn’t been there.” —quoted in The Korean 
War: Pusan to Chosin



THE CHINESE JOIN THE 

FIGHT  

 Communist China’s foreign minister, Zhou En-lai, warned that 
his country would not stand idly by and “let the Americans 
come to the border”—meaning the Yalu River. 

 In late November 1950, 300,000 Chinese troops joined the war 
on the side of North Korea. 

 The Chinese wanted North Korea as a Communist buffer state 
to protect their northeastern provinces that made up 
Manchuria.

 They also felt threatened by the American fleet that lay off 
their coast. 

 The fight between North Korea and South Korea had 
escalated into a war in which the main opponents were the 
Chinese communists and the Americans.



THE CHINESE TURN THE 

TIDE

 The Chinese drove the UN troops southward. 

 At some points along the battlefront, the Chinese 

outnumbered UN forces ten to one. 

 By early January 1951, all UN and South Korean 
troops had been pushed out of North Korea. 

 The Chinese advanced to the south, capturing 

the South Korean capital, Seoul. 

 “We face an entirely new war,” declared 

MacArthur. 





HOW DID THE INVOLVEMENT 
OF COMMUNIST CHINA 
AFFECT THE KOREAN WAR?



STALEMATE

 For two years, the two sides fought bitterly to obtain strategic 

positions in the Korean hills, but neither side was able to make 
important advances. 

 One officer remembered the standoff…





GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER

 1. Movement How far south did North Korean troops push the UN 
forces?

 2. Place Why do you think MacArthur chose Inchon as his landing 

place?



MACARTHUR RECOMMENDS 

ATTACKING CHINA

 To halt the bloody stalemate, in early 1951, MacArthur called for 

an extension of the war into China. 

 Convinced that Korea was the place “where the Communist 

conspirators have elected to make their play for global 

conquest,” MacArthur called for the use of nuclear weapons 

against Chinese cities.



MACARTHUR SHUT 

DOWN

 Truman rejected MacArthur’s request. 

 The Soviet Union had a mutual-assistance pact 

with China.

 Attacking China could set off World War III. 

 As General Omar N. Bradley, chairman of the 

Joint Chiefs of Staff, said, an all-out conflict 

with China would be “the wrong war, at the 

wrong place, at the wrong time, and with the 

wrong enemy.”



BACK TO THE BEGINING

 Instead of attacking China, the UN and South 

Korean forces began to advance once more, 

using the U.S. Eighth Army, led by Matthew B. 

Ridgway, as a spearhead. 

 By April 1951, Ridgway had retaken Seoul and 

had moved back up to the 38th parallel. 

 The situation was just what it had been before 

the fighting began.



SETTLING FOR 

STALEMATE

 The Soviet Union unexpectedly suggested a 
cease-fire on June 23, 1951. 

 Truce talks began in July 1951. 

 The opposing sides reached agreement on two 
points: the location of the cease-fire line at the 
existing battle line and the establishment of a 
demilitarized zone between the opposing sides. 

 Negotiators spent another year wrangling over 
the exchange of prisoners. 

 Finally, in July 1953, the two sides signed an 
armistice ending the war



THE COST OF THE KOREAN WAR

 On the home front, the war had affected the 
lives of ordinary Americans in many ways. 

 It had cost 54,000 American lives and $67 billion in 
expenditures.

 The high cost of this unsuccessful war was one of 
many factors leading Americans to reject the 
Democratic Party in 1952 and to elect a 
Republican administration under World War II 
hero Dwight D. Eisenhower.

 The Korean War increased U.S. fear of communist 
aggression and prompted a hunt for Americans 
who might be blamed for the communist gains.



ANALYZING EVENTS

 Many Americans have questioned whether fighting the Korean 

War was worthwhile. What is your opinion? Why? Think About: 

 • the loss of American lives 

 • the fear of communism that enveloped the country at the time

 • the stalemate that ended the war 


