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A Brief Introduction to LBJ

https://youtu.be/YWfxa3qBZBk



LYNDON B. JOHNSON SERVED AS THE 36TH 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES

• Johnson served as a Member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives from 1937 to 1949. 

• During World War II, he was appointed 
a Lieutenant Commander in the U.S. Naval 
Reserve in June, 1940.

• He was awarded the Army Silver Star 
Medal for his bravery. Johnson served as 
a U.S. Senator from Texas from January 3, 
1949 to January 3, 1961. 

• From 1953 to 1955, he was the Senate 
Minority Leader and from 1955 to 1961, he 
was the Senate Majority Leader.



• Johnson became the 37th American Vice 
President on January 20, 1961.

• He served in this position till November 22, 
1963; when he became the 36th President 
of the United States following 
the assassination of John F. Kennedy. 

• Johnson won the 1964 presidential 
election defeating the Republican 
nominee Barry Goldwater by a landslide 
with 61.05 percent of the popular vote and 
an electoral college margin of 486 to 52. 

• Lyndon B. Johnson served as American 
President till January 20, 1969.



Day LBJ 
Was Sworn 
In as 
President

https://youtu.be/kmhpsjuAAXk



HIS POLITICAL ACUMEN AIDED THE PASSING OF THE 
LANDMARK CIVIL RIGHTS BILL

• As the strength of the African-American civil rights movement grew, 
President John F. Kennedy introduced a bill in June 1963 to address the 
issue. 

• However, at the time of his assassination in November, 1963, the bill had 
been languishing in the House with no hope of coming to a full vote. 

• After becoming president, Johnson took the bold decision to champion 
the stalled civil-rights bill.

• The Civil Rights bill was passed in the house by a vote of 290–110; and 
in March 1964; after 75 hours of debate, it passed the senate by a vote of 
71–29.





Life Before 
The Civil 
Rights Act of 
1964

https://youtu.be/ML3WaEsCB98



THE INFLUENTIAL CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 WAS 
PASSED DURING HIS PRESIDENCY

• The Civil Rights Act of 1964 was signed into law by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson on July 2, 1964. 

• It outlawed discrimination based on race, color, religion or national 
origin in hotels, motels, restaurants, theaters, and all other public 
accommodations engaged in interstate commerce. Its other features 
include prohibiting state and municipal governments from denying access 
to public facilities on the same grounds; barring unequal application of 
voter registration requirements; preventing discrimination by government 
agencies that received federal funds; and encouraging desegregation of 
public schools.



• Though the initial powers given to 
enforce the act were weak, they 
were supplemented during later 
years. 

• The 1964 Civil Rights Act was the 
most sweeping civil rights legislation 
since the post-Civil War 
Reconstruction era. 

• It has been called the single most 
important piece of legislation 
passed by Congress in American 
history. 

• It also paved the way for future 
legislation like the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965; the Civil Rights Act of 1968; 
and the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990.



https://youtu.be/6x0l_vkjozc



THE 1965 VOTING RIGHTS ACT WAS PASSED SECURING 
VOTING RIGHTS FOR MINORITIES

• On August 6, 1965, President Johnson signed into law the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965. 

• The Act contains two types of provisions: “general provisions”, which apply 
nationwide; and “special provisions”, which apply to only certain states 
and local governments. The general provisions provide nationwide 
protections for voting rights. 

• Among other things, they prohibit every state and local government 
from imposing any voting law that results in discrimination against racial or 
language minorities; they also outlaw literacy tests and similar devices that 
were historically used to disenfranchise people on the basis of race. 



Special Provisions and Legacy 

• Special provisions include prohibiting certain jurisdictions 
from implementing any change affecting voting without 
receiving preapproval from the U.S. Attorney General or the U.S. District 
Court for D.C. 

• The 1965 Voting Rights Act secured voting rights for racial minorities 
throughout the country, especially in the South. It is considered the most 
effective piece of federal civil rights legislation ever enacted in the 
country by the U.S. Department of Justice.





THE U.S. IMMIGRATION POLICY WAS CHANGED 
ALLOWING MORE NON-EUROPEANS IN

• On October 3, Lyndon B. Johnson signed into law the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965.

• The Act abolished the quota system based on national origins that had been American 
immigration policy since the 1920s. 

• It maintained the per-country limits. However, it created preference visa categories 
that focused on immigrants’ skills and family relationships with U.S. citizens.

• This marked a change in U.S. policy which had discriminated against all non-northern 
Europeans. 

• It removed racial and national barriers allowing increased number of people to migrate to U.S. 
from Latin America, Asia, Africa and the Middle East. 

• It altered the demographic mix in the United States.



JOHNSON INITIATED MANY SOCIAL WELFARE 
PROGRAMS TO AID THE POOR

• War on Poverty is the name given to the expansive social-welfare legislation introduced by the 
Johnson administration. In his first State of the Union address in January 1964, President Johnson 
asked Congress to declare an “unconditional war on poverty”. On August 20, 1964, he signed 
into law the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964; the legislation that came to define the War on 
Poverty. It created the Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) to coordinate federal 
antipoverty initiatives and empower the poor to transform their own communities.

• Job Corps offers free-of-charge education and vocational training to young people aged 16 
to 24.

• Head Start aims to end poverty by providing poor children with education, nutrition, etc.



LBJ’s WAR ON POVERTY SIGNIFICANTLY DECREASED 
POVERTY RATES IN THE UNITED STATES

• The major initiatives of the War on Poverty were the Food Stamp Act of 
1964, the Housing and Urban Development Act of 1965; and the Social 
Security Amendments of 1965. 

• Food Stamp Act appropriated $75 million to 350,000 individuals in 40 
counties and three cities. 

• Housing and Urban Development Act greatly expanded funding for 
existing federal housing programs; and added new programs to help the 
poor, elderly, disabled and veterans





LBJ 
Addresses 
Congress 
1964

https://youtu.be/f3AuStymweQ



Medicare and Medicaid

• The Social Security Amendments created two programs: Medicare, which 
provides health insurance for Americans aged 65 and older; 
and Medicaid, that helps with medical costs for low income groups.

• The War on Poverty had a large impact with the percentage of Americans 
living below the poverty line dropping from 23% to 12%. 

• Recent work has also shown that poverty rates fell from almost 26% in 
1967 to 16% in 2010s, a fall greatly aided by programs begun under the 
War on Poverty.



Pros and 
Cons of 
Medicare

https://youtu.be/nXVAOcs5oVA



PRESIDENT JOHNSON DRAMATICALLY EXPANDED THE 
FEDERAL ROLE IN SCHOOLING

• Lyndon B. Johnson made education a top priority as he believed that education was a cure for 
ignorance and poverty.

• The Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) was passed in 1965.

• It was an extensive statute that funded primary and secondary education. 

• It emphasized on equal access to education and established high standards and 
accountability. 

• It also aimed to provide each child with fair and equal opportunities to achieve an exceptional 
education. 

• The ESEA was the most far-reaching federal legislation affecting education ever passed by the 
United States Congress.




