
“Literature is no one’s private ground, literature is common ground; 

let us trespass freely and fearlessly and find our own way for ourselves.” 

- Virginia Woolf

Mrs. McDowell’s Class Plainfield North High School 2019-2020 School Year

Unit A: Literary Analysis In this unit, you will independently 
read a novel and study the author’s techniques of storytelling. 
After multiple short written pieces, classroom discussions, and 
novel activities, you will be asked to compose a multi-drafted 
thematic analysis essay.
Unit B: Rhetorical Analysis  In this unit, we will read a variety 
of historical documents and speeches in order to analyze the 
development of an argument. The major assessment for this unit 
is an in-class analytical essay.
Unit C: Close Reading In this unit, you will read the play, Othello, 
and complete a series of close readings of the text. After 
thorough discussion and writing several responses, you will write 
an essay analyzing the play.
Unit D: Critical Theory In this unit, you will carefully read and 
interpret The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. While working 
collaboratively with a group, you will give a presentation that 
focuses on one of the critical perspectives of literature.

This course is designed to develop 
your critical thinking skills by 
challenging you to read difficult 
texts and by writing several 
academic pieces for a variety of 
audiences and purposes. You will 
also have numerous opportunities to 
hone your speaking and listening 
skills through a variety of activities. 
Reading, writing, and speaking are 
skills are universal—they are not 
just crucial skills for school, but 
these are skills you will use in your 
post-high school life.

✓ jmcdowell@psd202.org
✓ (815) 609-8506 ext. 7469
✓ Remind 101 Text App
✓ Periods 5 or 7

1. Be Responsible for Your 
Learning

• Ask Questions
• Be Prepared
• Don’t Cheat!

2. Respectfully participate in class
• Raise your hand before 

speaking
• Remain in your seat while I am 

teaching
• Refrain from using your cell 

phone in class
3. Work Hard
• Put care into your assignments
• Complete your work on time
• Challenge yourself

4. Be a Good Person
• Don’t bully others
• Help others when they need it
• Use appropriate language

✓ Remind 101 App: Sign up for text reminders about tests, quizzes, assignments. Download the app so 
you can communicate with me via text message.

✓ My Website: I will post documents, important dates, and other helpful information on this site. Access 
it through the PNHS home page/staff pages. http://pnhs.psd202.org/teacher/jmcdowel/home

✓ Turnitin.com: Many assignments will be submitted to turnitin.com. Please have a valid email address to 
use this site.

✓ Your District Email: Get used to accessing your school email account. I will use this to communicate 
important information.

http://pnhs.psd202.org/teacher/jmcdowel/home


All written work must be in good condition—this means that the 
frillies are neatly removed from notebook paper, your name is 
on the assignment, and the paper is clean. Illegible assignments 
will be returned for a redo. If an assignment is to be typed, then 
it must be formatted according to MLA rules

Grade Scale

Grade Breakdown

Assessments 60%
(benchmarks, presentations, 
essays)
Daily Assignments 20%
(class activities, practice writing 
assignments, reading quizzes)
Final Exam 20%

• A dedicated English folder
• A spiral notebook (English 

only)
• An academic planner or 

app (I recommend 
MyHomework or School 
Planner)

• A blue or black pen & 
pencils

• Highlighters (3 different 
colors)

• Post-it notes
• Glue stick

Supplies

First of all, please make every effort to be present in class. In 
the event of an excused absence, it is your responsibility to 
learn what you missed. You may do that by accessing my 
Teacher Page on the school website, checking the weekly agenda 
upon returning, and picking up materials in the “ICYMI” tray. Any 
materials distributed while you were gone will have your name on 
them and will be placed in the appropriate tray. If you missed a 
quiz, test, or in-class writing, you must arrange a time to make it 
up. Appointments made with me must be kept! You are allowed 
one day per missed day to make up your work. No work will be 
accepted because of an unexcused absence.

Short-term assignments, such as homework or in-class activities 
will be accepted one school day late for half credit. Work may 
be accepted one week late for quarter credit. After one week, 
the assignment becomes a zero in the gradebook. Long-term 
assignments, such as essays or multi-drafted pieces will be 
deducted one letter grade (10%)  for each day the assignment is 
late.  

Grades will be updated online on a weekly basis. It is your 
responsibility to make sure these scores are accurate. If you 
find I have made an error, you must produce the assignment 
with a grade on it in order for me to correct the mistake. Of 
course, you may ask me what your current grade is either 
before or after class. Occasionally, we will have conferences to 
discuss your progress.
Grade book codes:
NHI = “not handed in.” This is calculated as a zero.
EX = “excused.” This is not included in your grade average.
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100% - 90% = A
89% - 80% = B
79% - 70% = C
69% -60% = D
59% - 0% = F

Copying and sharing assignments, cheating on an 
assessment or on a major project, and forgery and stealing 
all define academic dishonesty. Each infraction will have a 
consequence; the first offense will allow a redo, but 
subsequent offenses will result in a total loss of points. 
Further consequence may be sought depending on the 
situation.



PLEASE READ THE COURSE INFORMATION, SIGN, AND 
RETURN THIS SHEET TO MRS. MCDOWELL

Students:
Please sign below to signify that you have read the course sheet for Mrs. McDowell’s class, will keep it in your 
folder, and will be responsible for the information throughout the year, and will check the Home Access Center 
to keep up to date with your progress. 

_______________________________ _____________________________________________ 
Student printed name Student signature 

Parents/Guardians: 

Please sign below to indicate that you have read the syllabus for Mrs. McDowell’s English III class and that you
will help your student be accountable for the information. If you have questions about the course  or your
student’s work, please do not hesitate to contact me; email is the best way to reach me quickly. See the front 
of this sheet for my email address. 

_______________________________ _____________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian printed name Parent/Guardian signature 
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NAME _________________________________________

1. What nickname or version of your first name do you prefer?

2. Who was your sophomore year English teacher?

3. What did you struggle with in English last year?

4. What three qualities do you think a good teacher should have?

5. Do you have experience with any of the following technology? (check those that 
apply)
❑ Turnitin.com
❑ Office 365
❑ District Email
❑ PowerPoint
❑ Remind 101

6. What is your favorite part of English class?

7. What is your least favorite part of English class?

8. What academic habit(s) would you like to change this year?

9. What extra-curricular activities or sports are you involved in? If you are not involved 
in anything, what are your interests outside of school?

10. What is one thing you want me to know about you?


