
August 14, 2019 

Greetings!  I am so glad that you are here!  I hope 
you are excited!  I have done a lot of work 
preparing for your arrival today, and I can’t wait to 
get started! 

Please take one of the handouts on the front table 
labelled “Course Syllabus.” 

FOR TODAY, you may choose any seat you like. 

If you prefer to be called a shortened version of your 
name or if you have a name that you think I might 
have difficulty pronouncing, please see me before 
the bell rings. 

Please take a moment to think about the quotation in the upper corner! 

Let’s do this! 
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August 16, 2019 

Welcome Awesome People!  I am really 
glad you are here.  I hope you choose to 
make it a GREAT day! 

Please make sure you are in a seat before 
the bell rings.  Please sit next to your 
partner from yesterday. 

Please take out your scavenger hunt. 

If you were not here yesterday, please see 
me for the materials that were distributed.  
You have already missed a lot!  We need to 
try and get you caught up! 
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August 19, 2019 

Welcome to your first full week of high school?  
Are you ready?  I know you can do it! 

Please find your answer document.  They are 
alphabetically arranged.  Let me know 
immediately if there is not a document with 
your name and information. 

Please take a moment to review the 
assignment board for the week. 

Please make sure that your phone is powered off.  Place it in your back pack.  
Place all backpacks on the floor at the front of the room.  You only need a 
pencil and your answer document at your desk. 
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Setting Up Your English Spiral Notebook 

1. CLEARLY and NEATLY label the front cover:   
Your FIRST and LAST name,   
Mr. Smith 
English 1 – Period _____ 

2. Stick the Post-it notes to your desk with the “sticky” part 
AT THE BOTTOM.  Label them: WORDS OF THE DAY, 
GRAMMAR, NOTES 

3. Put the “WORDS OF THE DAY” Post-it on the first page 
in the upper right corner. 

4. Count 20 pages.  Put the “NOTES” Post-it at the top of 
the page in the center. 

5. Count 20 pages.  Put the “Grammar” Post-it at the top 
of the page all the way at the left.   

6. Let’s get the “WORDS OF THE DAY” section updated! 



August 20, 2019 

Greetings and Salutations!  I’m glad to 
see your smiling faces! 

Please pick up one index card from the 
front table on your way to your seat. 

Please record the Word of the Day in 
the appropriate section of your spiral.  
You only need to record today’s word!  
Leave your spiral notebook on your 
desk as we will have some additional 
grammar notes to add! 
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Please record the following information in the grammar 
section of your spiral.   

Tuesday, August 20th - A NOUN is a person, place, thing, or 
idea.  There are two types: COMMON and PROPER.  A 
PROPER NOUN is always capitalized.  It is a specific person, 
place, thing, or idea. 
city – common noun    Paris – proper noun, a specific city 
boy – common noun    Herbert – proper noun, a specific boy 
 

A COMPLETE SENTENCE must have a subject (a NOUN), a 
verb, and be a complete thought. 

 

 



Wednesday, August 21st 

Good Morning!  It’s hard to believe that we are half way 
through your first week of high school.  I hope things are 
going well for you.  Please let me know if there is 
anything I can do to help you! 

Please record the Word of the Day in the appropriate 
section of your spiral notebook.  Please be very 
accurate!   

We will be leaving for our Media Center orientation in 
just a few moments. 

PLEASE PLACE YOUR HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENT ON THE FRONT TABLE BEFORE 
THE BELL RINGS!!!!!!!!! 
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Wednesday, August 22nd  

Welcome!  I am so excited to see all of you!  
Please remember that there are a lot of people 
who can help if you are having any problems!  
Just let me know! 

Please record the Word of the Day in the 
appropriate section of your spiral notebook.  
Please be very accurate!   

Please find your answer document on the front 
table.  If there is no answer document for you, 
please let me know.  We will be starting our 
reading diagnostic shortly. 
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Friday, August 23rd  

Greetings and Salutations!  Happy Friday! 

Please record the Word of the Day for today 
in your spiral?  By the way, is your spiral 
perfect?  It should be! 

EVERYONE please get a copy of the 
grammar book from the bookshelf at the 
front of the room, if there isn’t one in the rack 
under your chair. 

I will distribute the reading diagnostic tests 
and answer sheets in just a few moments.   
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Monday, August 26th 

Greetings!  I truly hope you had a relaxing 
weekend.  I’m glad you are here today.  Let’s 
get to work! 

✓ Please check the seating chart on the front  
table to see if your seat has changed.  

✓ Please pick up your grammar assignment from last Friday!  We  
will be scoring it today.  If you weren’t quite done, you have a  
few minutes to finish. 

✓ Please record the Word of the Day.   
✓ Please leave your spiral notebook on your desk.  We will be         

taking a lot of notes today!!!! 
Did you take a picture of the assignment board?  Why not?  Can’t hurt! 
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Tuesday, August 27th 

✓ Please check the seating chart on the  

   front table to see if your seat has  

   changed. 

✓ Please take one of the blue grammar  

   exercises from the front table.  You     

    have exactly five minutes from the  

       time the bell rings to submit it to me.   

✓ Please have your spiral notebook open 

to the “Notes” section.  We will be finishing our PowerPoint from 

yesterday. 
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Wednesday, August 28th  

Welcome!  This morning, like every 
morning, I am grateful to be here with 
you!  It’s hard to believe another week 
is already half finished. 

Please record the Word of the Day.   

Please take one of the white 

grammar exercises from the front 

table.  You have exactly five 

minutes from the time the bell 

rings to submit it to me.  The 

directions are the same as the exercise from yesterday.   
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Thursday, August 29th    

Welcome!  It was a pleasure meeting 
many of your parents last night!  It’s 
no wonder why you are all sooooooo 
awesome! 

Please record the Word of the Day.   

Please take one of the white 

grammar exercises from the 

front table.  You have exactly 

five minutes from the time the 

bell rings to submit it to me.  

The directions are the same as 

the exercise from yesterday.   
Also, please pick up your graded bell work from Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  Have you checked the H.A.C.?   
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Tuesday, September 3rd 

I hope you all had a really great long weekend!  

It’s time to get down to some serious work! 

➢ Please get a copy of the literature book from 

the bookcase at the front of the room.  

➢ Please record the Word of the Day. 

➢ Please pick up your Most Dangerous Game 

Prereading sheet from the front table. 

➢ Please copy the following information into the 

Grammar section of your spiral notebook. 

Pronouns take the place of a noun.  The word that is referred to by the 

pronoun is the antecedent.  The antecedent and the pronoun must agree in 

gender and number.   Bill is a football player, and he is very talented.  “He” is 

the antecedent for the noun Bill.  You couldn’t say, “Bill is a football player, 

and she is very talented.” Or “Bill is a football player, and they are very 

talented.”  The pronoun in each case wouldn’t agree in either gender or 

number.   
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Wednesday, September 4th                               
Greetings and Salutations!  All of you really make 
my day!  I’m so glad you are here!  Let’s get to 
work! 

Please record the Word of the Day.   

Please copy the following information into the 
Grammar section of your spiral notebook. 

There are seven types of pronouns.  NO!  I don’t 
expect you to memorize lists of pronouns, but I do 

want you to be familiar with them.   

PERSONAL PRONOUNS are the most common type and refer to yourself and 
the people and things around you.   

REFLEXIVE AND INTENSIVE pronouns end in “self” or “selves.” 

Please copy the two tables/charts from pp. 224 and 225 in the grammar book  
into your notes.   
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Thursday, September 5th 

Welcome!  Today, like every day, I am grateful to be 
here with you!   

• Please record the Word of the Day.   
• Please copy the following information into the 
Grammar section of your spiral notebook. 
DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS are used to direct 
attention to things, to point things out. 

There are four:  THIS, THAT, THESE, THOSE.  These 
doughnuts are amazing. 

RELATIVE PRONOUNS are used to start a subordinate clause, a group of words that 
gives us extra information about something. 

There are only five: THAT, WHICH, WHO, WHOM, WHOSE   

I saw an aardvark which was a surprise. 

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS are used to ask a question.   

There are only five: WHAT, WHICH, WHO, WHOM, WHOSE   

Which Jordans do you want? 
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Friday, September 6th                                       
Welcome!   

Please record the Word of the Day.   

Please copy the following information into the 
Grammar section of your spiral notebook. 

INDEFINITE PRONOUNS refer to people, 
places, or things, often without specifying 
which ones.  That makes it difficult sometimes 
to remember whether or not they require a 
singular or plural/male or female antecedent.  
Please copy the blue and purple chart from p. 
229 into your notes. 

Please leave your spiral notebook on your 
desk for our little quiz and a spiral notebook 
check!!!   
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Monday, September 9th 

I really hope you had the most amazing 

weekend!  Let’s get started!  We have 

a lot to do! 

Please take one of the white grammar 

exercises from the front table.  You 

have exactly five minutes from the 

time the bell rings to submit it to me.   

Please record the Word of the Day! 

Please make sure that you review the assignment board!  Take a 

picture!  It couldn’t hurt! 
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Tuesday, September 10th  Today is 
going to be GREAT day!  Do you know 
why?  YOU!! 

Please take one of the white grammar 
exercises from the front table.  You 
have exactly five minutes from the 
time the bell rings to submit it to me.   

Please record the Word of the Day! 

Please have your two documents for 
The Most Dangerous Game on your desk and a literature book 
open to p. 228.  Let’s do this!! 
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Wednesday, September 11th 

As always, I am glad you are here! 

Please take one of the white grammar 

exercises from the front table.  You 

have exactly five minutes from the 

time the bell rings to submit it to me.   

Also, please make sure to pick up your 

graded bell work.  Period 2 – You need 

to pick up the bell work from yesterday 

and today! 

Please record the Word of the Day! 

Please have your two documents for The Most Dangerous Game on your desk 

and a literature book open to p. 234.  We’re going to finish up the story 

today! 

 

 



Thursday, September 12th 

Howdy!!!!  I am so glad that you are here! 

Please pick up a copy of the handout from the 
front table. 
 
Please record the Word of the Day.  Is your list 
perfect in every way?  It should be!  We have a 
Word of the Day Activity tomorrow!! 
 
Please copy the following information into the 
Grammar section of your spiral notebook. You 
should already have the chart of indefinite 
pronouns in your notes!! 
Use a plural personal pronoun when the 

antecedent is a plural indefinite pronoun. 
Few of the mice had returned to their holes. 
 

       Use a singular personal pronoun when the antecedent is a singular        
       indefinite pronoun. 
       One of the boys lost his watch. 
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The Most Dangerous Game 
Chronology Review 

 

FIRST – Cut this handout into individual strips. 
SECOND – Separate the strips into EXPOSITION, RISING ACTION, 
CLIMAX, FALLING ACTION, and RESOLUTION. 
THIRD – Place the strips in each pile into chronological order. 
LAST – Glue the strips in order to a sheet of blank paper on which 
you  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Monday, September 16th 

Welcome!  You know what?    You’re amazing! 

✓ Please record the Word of the Day.   

✓ Please take a copy of the answer 

document on the front table. 

✓ Please place Word of the Day Activity 2 

on the front table IN THE FIRST THREE 

MINUTES OF CLASS! 

✓ Please have your plot diagram sheet and 

your story sheet on your desk for The Most 

Dangerous Game.  We will begin our little quiz 

in a matter of seconds. 
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Wednesday, September 18th 

Greetings and Salutations! 

Please record the Word of the Day. 

I will distribute the tests for those who need to 

finish in just a few moments.  You will have 10 

minutes to complete the test. 

Please take a copy of the exit ticket from the 

table!! 
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Thursday, September 19th 

I am excited for today!   

Please take one of each of the handouts on the front table.   

Please take out the half sheet of paper on which you 

recorded your thoughts about technology yesterday.  1st 

period, please find yours on the front table as well. 

Please correct the following passage with regards to 

pronoun/antecedent agreement.  You do NOT need to write 

the entire passage, just the corrections.  Please do this in the 

grammar section of your spiral – DATE IT!   

Gertrude Vanhelsingowitz was recently awarded a medal of honor for her charitable work providing dogs with make-overs.  

While walking through the park one day, he noticed a poor little puppy.  He was all alone, and the other dogs were barking 

mockingly.  Gertrude knew it could help.  After all, she is the personal stylist for Teka$hi 6ix9ine.  When she was finished the 

lonely puppy looked fantastic.  Since that time, they have conducted hundreds of these transformations.  All of these dogs 

have a better life, and it are happier because of it. 
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Monday, September 23rd  

Happy Fall!  Homecoming Week is next week!  

Are you ready? 

✓ Please record the Word of the Day! 

✓ Please find your answer document! 

✓ Please record the following information in  

      the Grammar Section of your spiral     

      notebook.   

✓ Then, begin working on Ex. 2, p. 235.  Do  

       this on loose-leaf notebook paper.   

 

ACTION VERBS tell what action someone or something is performing. 

There are MENTAL ACTIONS like “remember,” something you can’t actually see.  

There are also VISIBLE ACTIONS that you can see like “laugh,” “yell,” “run,” and 

“sit.” 

A TRANSITIVE ACTION VERB directs action toward someone or something in the 

sentence.  An INTRANSITIVE ACTION VERB does NOT specifically direct the 

action toward someone or something. 

Freshmen read stories about dangerous games.  TRANSITIVE 

Freshmen read before attending class.  INTRANSITIVE 
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Tuesday, September 24th 

Welcome!  It’s about to get crazy!   

✓ Please record the Word of the Day! 
✓ Please take one of each of the four 
handouts from the front table. 
      on the front table. 
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Monday, September 30th 
Happy Homecoming Week!! 
✓ Please record the Word of the Day! 
✓ Please take a moment to review the 
assignment board for the week. 
✓ Please record the following 
information in the Grammar Section of 
your spiral notebook.   
 
A LINKING VERB is a verb that 
connects a word at or near the beginning 
of a sentence with a word at or near the 

end.  The 5 most common linking verbs are:  AM, IS, ARE, WAS, WERE 
(the forms of “be”). 

 
✓ Please complete Exercises 9 and 10 on page 239 in the grammar book.  

Please do this ON LOOSE LEAF NOTEBOOK PAPER!  You do 
NOT need to draw the arrows for Ex. 10. 
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Tuesday, October 1st 

Happy Tacky Tourist Day!!     
Are you showing your school spirit?  I sure 

hope so!  Tomorrow is College Apparel/Jersey 

Day!!!  Come on…you got this!!  

 

By the way…as of yesterday, 

Freshmen are winning the spirit 

contest!!!! 
 

Please take out the two handouts you started 

yesterday for “The Necklace.” 

 

Get the literature book from under your desk and open it to page 342-343. 
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Wednesday, October 2nd 

Happy Throwback Wednesday!!! 

 

Please record the Word of the Day!  Please take one of each of the 

handouts from the front table. 
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Thursday, October 3rd  

Greetings! Happy Jersey/College Apparel Day!  

Have you bought your homecoming ticket yet?  

Today is the last day!!  Tickets are NOT 

being sold at the door!  Don’t miss out! 

 

Please pick up your poetry analysis sheet from 

yesterday.  If there are any questions that 

you did not complete yesterday, please do so 

in the first five minutes of class!!! 

 

Let’s go Tigers!!!!!  
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Friday, October 4th 

Happy Homecoming!  I really hope you have enjoyed this week and are looking 

forward to the dance!!  Happy Friday Too!!!! 

Please take out your “Raven” packet!  We have quite a bit to do today!!  Imagine 

that….  
Long Assembly Schedule #3 

Period Time 
Period 

Length 

Passing 

Time 

Early Bird 6:05-7:00 55 5 

1 7:05-7:46 41 5 

2 7:51-8:32 41 5 

3 8:37-9:18 41 5 

4a 9:23-9:48 25 5 

4b 9:53-10:18 25 5 

5a 10:23-10:48 25 5 

5b 10:53-11:18 25 5 

6a 11:23-11:48 25 5 

6b 11:53-12:18 25 5 

7 12:23-1:05 42 5 

Assembly 1:10-2:10 60   
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Monday, October 7th 

I hope your Homecoming was ABSOLUTELY 

AMAZING!!! 

 

Please record the Word of the Day. 

Please record the following information into 

the Grammar Section of your spiral: 

 

HELPING VERBS can be added to another 

verb to make a single verb phrase.  Many of 

the Forms of “be” are used as helping verbs, but there are many others. 

He will finish the assignment.  “will” is a helping verb.  “finish” is the main verb.  

“will finish” is the verb phrase. 

 
Please complete Exercise 17 on p. 243 in the grammar book.  Please do so on LOOSE LEAF 
paper.  If you finish early, please remember that the entire Raven packet is due before the end 
of the period....no exceptions! 
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Grüße und Begrüßungen!  How lucky am 
I to get to spend the day with all of you?  
Really lucky!! 

Please record the Word of the Day! 

Please take a Textbook Condition Form 
from the front table.   

If you did not turn it in yesterday, please 
place your completed “Migrant 

Experience” sheet in a NEAT pile on the front table. 

Also, please take a bell work assignment.  You know the drill!  5 
minutes! 
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Thursday, October 10th 

Welcome!  Every day I smile because 
I get to spend time with all of you!! 

Please record the Word of the Day. 

Please pick up your TWO graded bell 
work assignments. 

Please pick up the new bell work 
assignment.  You know the drill! 

Please have your Biographical 
Context questions on your desk ready 
for me to check!   

If you have money for the Romeo 
and Juliet book, I will collect it in a few minutes. 
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Woo Hoo!!!  It’s Friday!  I’m 
so glad I get to spend it with 
you!! 

Please record the Words of 
the Day! 

 

Please have your 
vocabulary homework on 
your desk for me to check! 

 

I will collect book money in 
just a few moments! 

 

 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwitzLemkJTlAhUPPq0KHVEgDwMQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F508766089144880572%2F&psig=AOvVaw26MGopEvRC14Y6Wdem1l72&ust=1570880552160613


 

Tuesday, October 15th 

Did you know that this coming Friday 

the semester is half over?  It is!! 

 

Please record the Word of the Day. 

 

Please record the following information 

into the Grammar Section of your 

spiral notebook: 

 

An ADJECTIVE is a word used to 

describe or modify a noun or a pronoun.  They answer one of four 

questions:  What kind?  Which one?  How much? Or How many?  Proper 

adjectives are capitalized.  If the noun form would be capitalized, so 

will the adjective form.  Italy (N) Italian (Adj.)  Most of the time the 

adjective is placed BEFORE the noun or pronoun it modifies.   

Let’s practice!  Ex. 2 and 3, p. 250.  Loose leaf paper!!!! 
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Monday, October 21st  

Greetings and salutations!   

Please record the Word of the Day! 

Please have your Chapter 2 
vocabulary assignment on your desk 
ready for me to check! 

Please add the following information 
to the Grammar Section of your spiral 
notebook. 

Three adjectives – the, a, an – are called articles.  They answer the 
question “Which one?”   
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Wednesday, October 30th 

Happy Wednesday!!  My students 
are the BEST!   

Please have your Of Mice and 
Men materials on your desk!  I 
am coming around to check 
Chapter 4 vocabulary.   
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Thursday, October 31st 

Happy Halloween!!  Wishing you 
only “treats” and no “tricks”! 

Please have your resource packet 
on your desk.  Should we check 
those Chapter 4 questions?  
Probably!!! 

We are going to answer a few 
questions…do you have any good 

ones?  I bet everyone would like to hear! 

Then, it’s QUIZZY TIME!  You got this!  You really do!! 
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Tuesday, November 5th 

Welcome!  I hope you all know just how 
amazing you truly are!! 

Please record the Word of the Day! 

Please have your Exit Ticket and 
Resource Packet on your desk. 

Please remember that your Resource 
Packet is due tomorrow.  You can work 

on it while you are conducting your IVACRI!   

Did you miss any “checks” for completed work because of 
absences?  You could show me now! 
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Thursday, November 7th 

Welcome!  I’m glad you’re here, and I 
am glad to be here with you! 

Please find a seat.  GROUPS OF 4 or 
5!  Please think carefully about who 
will be able to work best with!  
Today is an important day! 

Please take a handout from the 
front table. 

Please record the Word of the Day! 

Please record the following information in the Grammar Section of your spiral 
notebook: 

Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs.  They answer the questions: 
Where?  When? In what way? To what extent? 

If you did not submit your Resource Packet or Exit Ticket yesterday, please 
place them on the front table. 
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