
Chapter One - Restrictions 
Directions:  Take either side of the following question and write an extended paragraph response. 
 

Should the American Press be restricted by the government? 
 

Be sure to address some of the following questions in your response. 

 If it should be restricted, who decides what the restrictions would be? 

 If it should not be restricted, why not? 

 What would the penalty be for violating the restrictions? 

 Are there certain times / subjects / situations that should be restricted? 

 Would such restrictions change the nature of American life?  How? 

 Are such changes good or bad?  Why? 

 Since many other industries have governmental restrictions, should the American Press have 

them too?  Why or why not? 

 If it should not be restricted, what makes the American Press special / unique and not held to the 

same standards? 

 Television is to some extent a controlled industry.  Is that good or bad?  Why?   

 What are the similarities / differences between television and the press?  Should the same 

restrictions apply? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter One - Restrictions 
Directions:  Take either side of the following question and write an extended paragraph response. 
 

Should the American Press be restricted by the government? 
 

Be sure to address some of the following questions in your response. 

 If it should be restricted, who decides what the restrictions would be? 

 If it should not be restricted, why not? 

 What would the penalty be for violating the restrictions? 

 Are there certain times / subjects / situations that should be restricted? 

 Would such restrictions change the nature of American life?  How? 

 Are such changes good or bad?  Why? 

 Since many other industries have governmental restrictions, should the American Press have 

them too?  Why or why not? 

 If it should not be restricted, what makes the American Press special / unique and not held to the 

same standards? 

 Television is to some extent a controlled industry.  Is that good or bad?  Why?   

 What are the similarities / differences between television and the press?  Should the same 

restrictions apply? 

 


