
Feature Article Assignment 
 

Characteristics of a Feature Article 
Definition:  a special story, article, etc. in a newspaper or magazine; shows human-interest rather than 

straight news. 

 

The feature article gives information of human interest.  The label feature covers a broad range of 

newspaper or magazine articles, which includes everything except straight news, editorials, or advertising.   

 

Because of its human-interest approach, the feature article allows the writer considerable opportunity for 

creativity.  While the subject of a feature may be related to a news item, the article will not follow a 

pyramid structure of a straight news piece.  Rather, it is more likely to include conventions of fiction: 

plot, character, dialogue, and symbolism.  A feature is a creative article that deals with real events, issues, 

and trends; but unlike straight news articles, it places emphasis on the people involved rather than on the 

facts of news. 

 

 

Requirements: 
Choose a topic that is of interest to the student body and could be published in an upcoming issue of The 

Prowler and compose a feature article using an original feature lead and apply appropriate style.  It can 

have a news peg or be timeless (“evergreen”). It may be a human interest feature, a historical feature, or a 

news feature. Any topic is appropriate as long as it’s of interest to our readers and has been well-

researched (minimum of 4 interviews). Apply interviewing skills to obtain quality information when 

composing the story. There really is no limit to the number of potential stories.  

 

 The final story must be 500-600 words. 

 

 The story must begin with an anecdotal lead. 

 

This is the major writing in this unit.  DO NOT PROCASTINATE! Get started today! When you have 

chosen a final topic, let me know and I will record it so other classmates can see the topics and help out 

with additional sources.  

 

Keep all your work in the folder and turn the entire folder in on each due date. Writing is a process, 

not a one night event, and this is especially true for writing for publications. You will need to start 

researching and interviewing as soon as you have decided on your topic! 

 

 
PREWRITING 
STEP 1.  FINDING THE STORY 
Seeing a good topic for a feature article in the midst of the so-called “hard” news depends on your 

curiosity.  In short, your creativity determines how you will deal with a subject. 

 

For instance, if the breaking news deals with tornado damage to the school, your feature story may result 

from an interview with the teacher who first spotted the twister approaching the building and sounded the 

alarm which prevented serious injury to people in the building.  Or your feature story may result from a 

personal tour of the building, noting damage to the classrooms, reporting pencils jammed into concrete-

block walls, and observing pine needles pinning pages to bulletin boards.  Remember, feature articles 

usually evoke some kind of emotion.  Finding the human interest aspect of hard news leads you to feature 

articles. 



STEP 2.  GATHERING THE INFORMATION 
Whether the information comes from your own account, interviews with eyewitnesses, or printed sources, 

you must gather as much information as possible.  Even though a feature article is not a straight news 

story, its facts must be accurate and its message valid. 

 

 

 

STEP 3.  DETERMING THE TYPE OF FEATURE 
Determine the kind of feature you plan to write.  

 
Human Appeals Feature 
They are also called “concerned stories.”  They expose burning issues which need urgent solutions.  These articles 
show the magnitude of the problem through cases, anecdotes, and quotable quotes.  The feature article highlights 
the dramatic condition and experience of certain groups of people.  They are written using heart-piercing 
presentations which evoke emotional responses in the reader.   
 
Historical and Cultural Feature 
Historical feature articles take the readers back to an event so they can explore it. They may commemorate important 
dates or look at important turning points in a society's past. Sometimes, they compare the past with the present to 
see how time has changed their environment, culture, and perspectives. 
 
Seasonal Feature 
Seasonal feature articles address issues that occur at particular times of year. For example, a seasonal business 
feature article may address issues commonly associated with tax season. Seasonal articles also include holiday 
periods and serious matters that only occur at certain times.  These articles magnify the significance or relevance of 
holidays, anniversaries, and special events. 
 
News Feature 
The news feature is just what it sounds like - a feature article that focuses on a topic of interest in the news. News 
features often cover the same subjects as deadline hard-news stories, but do so in greater depth and detail. 
For instance, let's say you're writing about the increase in heart disease. A deadline story on the topic might focus on 
statistics showing how heart disease is on the rise, and include quotes from experts on the topic. 
A news feature, on the other hand, would likely begin by telling the story of one person suffering from heart disease. 
By describing the struggles of an individual, news feature can tackle big, newsy topics while still telling very human 
stories. 
 

 

 

STEP 4.  CHOOSING THE SINGLE FOCUS 
When you have determined the kind of feature you plan to write, force yourself to write a single sentence 

that explains the specific focus (angle) the article will take.  Although this sentence probably will not 

appear in the article, it will help you frame your thoughts.   

 

The sentence may look something like this: 

      Tara’s mouse like dolls began as whimsical gifts from her sewing room but have become a  
 million-dollar-a-year international business. 
 

The feature article, a human-interest piece, will explain how Tara achieved success. 

 

 

 
2010yeagleyenglish.pbworks.com/f/characteristics_feature_article.doc 



 

Time Line and Due Dates 
On the in-class work days, you need to be working on your feature article. You should either bring 

materials and questions to class to seek advice from classmates or me, or set up interviews for these days 

… but the class time MUST be used for journalism. If you cannot use the time to work on your feature, 

then I will assign some additional reading for you and points will be deducted from your final grade. 

 

 

Monday 10/23    3 Topic Planning Ideas Due  
Due beginning of class.  You need to provide evidence of your brainstorming for ideas by completing the 

planning sheets for three different possible articles. In class on this day you will be expected to share your 

topics and solicit help from the class to choose your final topic. I will also check for completion of the 

sheets.  (12 points) 

 

 

Tuesday 10/24 – Monday 10/30  Work Days 
Prepare questions, type surveys, and interview people (four interview sources required) **Remember! 

good research gives your story depth, credibility, and balance. 

 

 

Tuesday 10/31    Research and Interviews Due  
Due beginning of class.  All research and notes as well as interview questions and answers are due today.  

Remember you must interview a minimum of four people for your article.  (50 points) 
 

 

Tuesday 10/31 – Wednesday 11/8  Work Days for Rough Draft 
Type a rough draft (double space). Organize your notes and focus on significant and interesting details. 

Write with interesting objective description and imagination. 

 

 

Thursday 11/9    Typed Rough Draft Due 
Your folder is due at the beginning of the hour for peer editing. Then, I will collect them and will return 

them on Friday, November 10.   (20 points) 

 

Friday 11/10 – Monday 11/13   Work Days for Final Draft 
Type a second draft (double space). Organize your notes and focus on significant and interesting details. 

Write with interesting objective description and imagination. 

 

Tuesday 11/14    Final Article Due! 
Use Times new Roman size 12, double spaced. Your final copy should be ready for publication (no 

mistakes). Fill out the self-evaluation form today to turn in with your paper. Turn in the entire folder at 

the beginning of class.  (100 points) 
 

 

Remember to keep ALL materials together in your folder during the entire 

project!! 
 

 


