
Reviews         
 

General Requirements: 
 

 600-800 words 

 Typed 

 Double space 

 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Product Review: 50 points 
 

Opinion (25 points) 
 Explain what you thought of the product’s overall quality. 

 Opinion about the types. Obtainable? Too easy? Too difficult? Frustrating? Fun? 

 Opinion about quality.   

 Compare/contrast to original product. 

 Include the product name, age group, characteristics, and price 

 

Style/Graphics (15 points) 
 Opinion about the style. 

 Describe style? 

 What does it look like? 

 What does it offer? 

 Techie perks? 

 Comfort if product that you wear? 

 Price? Worth it? 

 

Genre/Audience (10 points) 
 Explain who would/would not want this product. Why? 

 Compare to like products? 

 

 
CD Review: 50 points 

 

Opinion (25 points) 
 Explain why you like/dislike the CD. 

 Compare/contrast with band’s previous CDs. What kind of progress or not has this band made with this CD or over time? 

 If a new band, compare it to other bands in same genre. 

 Why is this CD important/unimportant? 

 What other bands, if any, have influenced this band’s style?  

 

 

Background (15 points) 
 Band members and their roles (Instruments? Vocals?) 

 Information on whether the band members have been in other bands, if relevant- ex. Previous fame?  (source?) 

 Progression of the band? (source?) 

 Band goals? Accomplishments? (source?) 

 Influences? (source?) 

 Changes in band sound, band members? 

 The band’s theme, message, or politics – Explain. Add if the message has changed from previous CDs. 

 

 

Genre (10 points) 
 Explain the genre of the CD (ex. hip hop, jazz). Include a few song titles and lyrics to give a sound.  

 Include the audience that the CD is geared toward. 

 Include the title, the band name, if there is a parental warning label.  

 Headline 

 Byline 

 MLA style- 12 Times Roman font  

 



TV Series or Show Review: 50 points 
 

Opinion (25 points) 

 Explain why/why not people should see the show. ACTORS? CHARACTERS? FUNNY/ SAD/GRUESOME? FILM 

QUALITY? SETTING? SOUNDTRACK?  

 Compare to other television shows.  

 

Plot summary (5 points) 

 Give readers the main storyline without revealing too much. 

 DO NOT reveal the ending. 

 Storytelling: what is done well? Suspenseful? Ties in with past shows? Cliffhangers? Why worth watching. 

 

Actors/Actresses (10 points) 

 Actor/Actresses: Who is in the movie? Opinion about his/her performance. What characters do they play? 

 Characters:  Tell a little something about the characters besides the name. If necessary or relevant, talk about other 

shows this actor/actress has been in. 

 

Genre and audience 10 points) 

 Explain the genre (ex. Situational comedy, horror, suspense, buddy movie, chick flick, animation, sci-fi, cop, teen 

drama) and what type of audience the movie would attract (teens, couples, families, everyone).  

 Include the title, day, time it airs, and channel. 

 

 

 

 

Book Review: 50 points 
 

Opinion (25 points) 

 Explain why people should/should not read the book. Humorous? Human Insight? Thoughtful? Important for our 

time? 

 Compare/Contrast the book to other books, particularly if part of a series or collection of work by a notable 

author. 

 Did you relate to the characters? Did the book fall short of your expectations? Does the book deserve the 

praise/criticism it is getting from other critics? 

 

Plot Summary (10 points) 

 Give readers the main storyline without revealing too much. 

 Do not reveal the ending 

 

Characterization/Theme/Setting (10 points) 

 Give your opinion about the literary elements. 

 Share some information about the protagonist – remind you of character in another story? Remind you of 

someone in history? Can you compare/contrast this character with anyone with whom readers will be familiar? 

 Share your ideas about the theme. How does this message speak to today’s generation of readers? Or does it not? 

 Share your thoughts on how the setting plays a role, if it does. 

 

Genre/Audience/Author Biography (5 points) 

 Explain the genre (ex: Harlequin Romance, Gothic, Suspense) 

 Explain what type of audience would be interested in this novel (teens, history buffs, fantasy lovers). 

 Discuss the author. Give your opinion about whether the author’s life experiences played a part in writing the 

novel – if you know. Give your opinion about whether this author is worth reading again or if this author deserves 

the criticism/praise previously received. 

 Include the book title, number of pages, and retail price. 

 



 

Video Game Review: 50 points 
 

Opinion (25 points) 

 Explain what you thought of the game’s overall quality. 

 Opinion about the levels. Obtainable? Too easy? Too difficult? Frustrating? Fun? 

 Opinion about sound quality. Good soundtrack? Realistic voices? Any famous voice actors to recognize?  

 Compare/contrast to original story- if there is one (Ex. Simpsons’ Road Rage or Lord of the Rings) 

 

Plot Summary (5 points) 

 Explain the main story line- if any- within the game. 

 Do not reveal secrets or the ending. 

 

Graphics (10 points) 

 Opinion about the graphics. Are they realistic? 

 Do character graphics resemble original characters (ex. Homer resembling the TV Simpson dad, Navy Seals 

looking like actual soldiers) 

 Compare/contrast to previous games (particularly if this is an update. For ex. Guitar Hero III). 

 

Genre/Audience (10 points) 

 Explain the genre (Action/Adventure, Military strategy). 

  Explain who would/would not want to play this game. Why? 

 Include video game title, rating, age group, length of game, and price  

 

 

 

Restaurant Review: 50 points 
 

Opinion (25 points) 

 Explain what you thought about the restaurant’s overall quality. 

 Opinion about ambience or atmosphere, whether you had to wait for a table and if it was worth it, the cleanliness. 

 Compare/Contrast to similar restaurants in that category – casual, special occasion, family, theme.  

 Include the name, address, price range, and type of restaurant will not receive a grade. 

 

Service (10 points) 

 Opinion about the service. Attentive and friendly waiter/waitress? Helpful hostess? 

 Compare/contrast to similar restaurants in that category. 

 

Menu/Dishes (15 points) 

 Opinion about the dishes you ate. What did you eat? Describe it- appearance, texture, taste.  

 What else is on the menu that seems worth trying? Any specialty dishes- popular menu items or unique treats?  

 Compare/contrast to similar restaurants in that category. 

 


